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Nations entry must be considered as a water-
shed; as a point of division, not only within his
own work, but also between himself and his
following within the international Modern
Movement, particularly where this concerned
the support of those whose political convictions
lay to the left. In 1927 the Constructivist affinit-
ies of the League of Nations entry, its com-
mitment to free-floating asymmetry and techni-
cal innovation, its secretariat & pilotis (remin-
iscent, in plan, of Lissitzky's Wolkenbiigel),
its mechanized cleaning system, its air-con-
ditioned assembly hall (acoustically profiled,
tuned and flooded with light), could do nothing
but command the enthusiastic support of the
young, irrespective of their political allegiance.
But the undeniable monumentality — expressed
in its stone facing and in the hierarchical, seven-
door, entry system proposed to conduct the
various classes of user to their appointed place
within the auditorium — seems to have had the
effect of eventually arousing a certain ideolo-
gical mistrust.

Le Corbusier’s drive to resolve the dichotomy
between the Engineer's Aesthetic and Archi-
tecture, to inform utility with the :_mﬂm«o_é. of
myth, was bound to bring him into conflict with
the functionalist-socialist designers of the late
1920s. His ‘Mundaneum’ or ‘Cité Mondiale’,
designed in 1929 for Geneva as a centre of
world thought, provoked a sharp reaction from
his Czech admirer, the left-wing artist and
ic Karel Teige. It was not the content but the
form of the Cité that provoked Teige's objec-
tions, particularly the helicoidal ziggurat of the
‘Musée Mondial’. In 1927 Teige had publicly
supported Le Corbusier in the international dis-
pute over his League of Nations entry and had
called on all other Czech artists to do the same.
Now, barely two years later, he attacked him
with such vehemence that Le Corbusier was
prompted to reply, in the essay entitled ‘The
Defence of Architecture,” written for Teige's
journal, Stavba. In his attack Teige had quoted
from Hannes Meyer's essay of 1928, Bauen
(‘Building’).

All things in the world are a product of the
formula, function times economics, so none
of these things are works of art; all art is
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composition and hence unsuited to a particular
end. All life is function and therefore not
artistic, the idea of the composition of a dock
is enough to make a cat laugh. But how is a
town plan designed or the plan of a dwelling?
Competition or Function? Art or Life?

Le Corbusier placed this quotation at the
head of his essay, making it clear that his riposte
was directed as much to Meyer as to Teige. He
then argued:

Today amongst the avant garde of the Neue
Sachlichkeit, one has killed two words: Baukunst
(Architecture) and Kunst (Art). One has re-
placed them by Bauen (To Build) and Leben
(To Live). . Today, where mechanization
brings us a gigantic production, architecture is
above all in the battleship, Monsieur Hannes
Meyer; as in the conduct of war or in the shape
of a pen, or in a telephone. Architecture is a
phenomenon of creation, according to an
arrangement. Whoever determines the arrange-
ment, determines the composition.

In the same year as the Teige attack he
acknowledged in his book Précisions that the
Mundaneum had been badly received by the
German architectural Left, but he saw no
reason to modify his ultimate position and
hence maintained that

The buildings projected are strictly utilitarian
— particularly this helicoidal Musée Mondial so
violently incriminated. . . . The plans of the
Cité Mondiale bring to buildings which are true
machines a certain magnificence wherein some
wish to discover at any cost an archaeological
inspiration. But from my point of view, this
harmonious quality arises from another thing,
from a simple response to a problem well stated.

Nonetheless he could not, and indeed did
not, deny that the site layout of the Cité Mon-
iale had been determined by a network of
tracés régulateurs, comparable to those used
to control the facade of the villa at Garches —
a facade which, however much it subscribed
to the canons of the Purist ' machine aesthetic,
remained as Classical in its affinities as the
Palladian plan type from which its structure
had been derived.

Chapter 18
Mies van der Rohe

and the significance of fact 1921-33

[t then became clear to me that it was not the
task of architecture to invent form. | tried to
understand what that task was. | asked Peter
Behrens, but he could not give me an answer.
He did not ask that question. The others said,
‘What we build is architecture’, but we weren't
satisfied with this answer . since we knew
that it was a question of truth, we tried to find
out what truth really was. We were very
delighted to find a definition of truth by St
Thomas Aquinas: ‘Adequatio intellectus et rei’,
or as a modern philosopher expresses it in the
language of today: ‘Truth is the significance of
fact'.

Berlage was a man of great seriousness who
would not accept anything that was fake and it
was he who had said that nothing should be
built that is not clearly constructed. And Berlage
did exactly that. And he did it to such an extent
that his famous building in Amsterdam, The
Beurs, has a medieval character without being
medieval. He used brick in the way the medieval
people . The idea of a clear construction
came to me there, as one of the fundamentals
we should accept. We can talk about that easily
but to do it is not easy. It is very difficult to
stick to this fundamental construction, and
then to elevate it to a structure. | must make it
clear that in the English language vou call
everything structure. In Europe we don't. We
call a shack a shack and not a structure. By
structure we have a philosophical idea. The
structure is the whole from top to bottom, to the
last detail — with the same ideas. That is what
we call structure.

Mies van der Rohe
(quoted by Peter Carter in Architectural
Design, March 1961)

As the above quotation makes clear, Ludwig
Mies — he later added his mother's name, Van
der Rohe — was as much inspired by the work
of the Dutch architect Berlage as by that
Prussian school of Neo-Classicism to which he
became the direct heir. Unlike his contempor-
ary, Le Corbusier, he was not educated within
the Arts and Crafts ethos of the Jugendstil. At
the age of fourteen he entered his father's
stone-mason’s business and after two years
at a trade school and a subsequent period as a
stucco designer for a local builder, in 1905 he
left his native town of Aachen for Berlin where
he worked for a minor architect specializing in
timber construction. There followed a further
period of apprenticeship with the furniture
designer Bruno Paul before he ventured briefly
on his own in 1907, to build his first house in a
restrained englische manner, reminiscent of the
work of the Werkbund architect Hermann Muth-
esius. In the following year he joined Peter
Behrens, whose newly established Berlin office
was beginning to develop an overall house
style for the electrical combine AEG.

During his three years in Behrens's office,
Mies became aware of the Schinkelschiiler
tradition, which, apart from its Neo-Classical
af ion, was committed to the idea of
Baukunst, not only as an ideal of technical
elegance but also as a philosophical concept.
Schinkel’s brick-faced Bauakademie in Berlin,
with its warehouse-like detailing, was later
compared by Mies to the articulate construction
of Berlage’s Amsterdam Beurs or Exchange,
which he had first seen when he visited Hol-
land in 1912. On leaving Behrens's employ in
1911, after a brief stint as site architect on
Behrens’s German Embassy in St Petersburg,
Mies opened his own office with the Perls
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