
GRAPHIC DESIGN Henri Matisse 
 
Aim: To study the artist’s style and technique to help you explore the use of surface pattern, texture, collage, layout and composition. 
3B1 Deadline: 3rd Half Term Week 4 Homework sett on MONDAY 28/1/19. Due lesson MONDAY 4/2/19 
Task: Produce 2x A4 pages covering the work of HENRI MATISSE (see examples below). Present the 2 A4 pages of designs on page 24. 

 
TASK 1 RESEARCH 
 
Research the work by artist HENRI MATISSE 
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/henri-matisse-1593 - written 
research (approx. 250 words), biography about Matisse + analysis 
of an artwork, ideally the artwork which you are going to create a 
copy of – this is to be word processed (size 10pt). Attach as tracing 
paper flap to top left of page. 

 

TASK 2 CREATE COPIES 
 
Create copies of paper cutout artworks by Matisse: 
 

• Create 1x handmade off-screen collage copy (13cm x 19cm) 
• Create 2x digital copies (both 13cm x19cm) – Adobe Illustrator & 

Photoshop. 

For your copies you must choose artworks from the selection: 
https://online.godalming.ac.uk/mod/folder/view.php?id=61781&forceview=1  

 
For the handmade collage copy, you are to use a combination of:  

• coloured card 
• pre-prepared acrylic painted papers. 

There is a range of different coloured card/paper + paint in the design dept. Plan your work and select the right colours for your copy. 

	



TASK 3 CREATE YOUR OWN REFERENCE IMAGES 
 
Take 4 photos of interesting plants (e.g. leaves, potted plants, 
cacti) – these could be plants either in your home, outdoors or 
in a garden centre. Print them onto a strip of tracing paper 
(dimensions approx. 15cm x 6cm) – attach to left page using 
glue stick or double sided tape. 

 
Example (see right) 

 
 

TASK 4 ‘PREP AND PLANNING’ 
 
Next, on a separate piece of A6 cartridge paper you are to prep and plan your own designs 
using 2B or 4B pencil. Create outline drawings of your photos, thinking about layout and 
composition. You must simplify what you can see in your photos to the utmost – in the style of 
Henri Matisse. Attach paper to left page using paper clip. 

 
Example (see right) of ‘prep and planning’ A6 page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	



TASK 4 CREATE YOUR OWN DESIGNS IN THE STYLE OF MATISSE 
 
Now, work from your ‘Prep and planning A6 page’ – you are to create 4x your own landscape collage designs (13 x 9cm) in the style of 
Matisse, based on your observations of plants. 

 
Use a combination of the coloured card and pre-prepared painted paper. To do this, I would like you to use acrylic paint. Matisse would 
paint paper using gouache paint – he would pre-prepare paper with flat colours and then once it was dry, he would use scissors (you can 
use scissors or cutting knife) to cut the shapes he needed to make his paper cutout pieces. 

 
Look at Matisse artworks to help you select colour palettes. You could use the same colours that Matisse used in his paper cutout artworks. 
Please only use glue sticks/double sided tape. Do not use PVA glue. 
 
 My example of how to approach this task: 

 



 
 Example of task 4: 

 

 
  

 
 
 



TASK 5 ‘ADD TYPOGRAPHY’ 
 
Select one of your own collage designs and scan to your email. Download (save target as pdf) and open the scanned file in Adobe Photoshop, edit your 
design by: 
 
Top Menu Bar > Image > Adjustments > Levels. Copy and Paste your design into Adobe Illustrator. 
 
Use the ‘Blackout Midnight’ typeface to add typography to your design. The typography must be a short quote of Henri Matisse. His quotes can be found 
via: https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/henri_matisse  / http://www.henri-matisse.net/quotes.html / https://quotes.thefamouspeople.com/henri-
matisse-4821.php  
 
The ‘Blackout Midnight’ typeface can be downloaded as an Illustrator file via Godalming Online: 
https://online.godalming.ac.uk/mod/folder/view.php?id=61781&forceview=1  

 
Print onto tracing paper (dimensions of design approx. 13cm x 9cm) trim to size and attach to page 9 as a flap using paper clip. 

 
Example of task 5 and Blackout Midnight typeface: 
 

       



Example of completed homework presented on A3 page 

 


