A-tevel Spanish (7692). For exams 2018 onwards. Version 1.2

Paper 3: Speaking

The following assessment criteria will be used.

Discussion of sub-theme
AO1 (5 marks)

5

Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are nearly always
developed, independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to nearly all
unpredictable elements.

Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are mostly developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to most unpredictable
elements.

Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are sometimes developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to some unpredictable
elements.

Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are occasionally
developed, independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to a few
unpredictable elements.

Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are rarely developed,
independently of prompts. Students give an appropriate response to very few unpredictable
elements.

0

Notes

Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Fluency is defined as delivery at a pace which reflects natural discourse, although not of the level
associated with a native speaker. Hesitation and pauses may occur to allow for a word to be found, for
a phrase to be formulated or for self-correction and/or repair strategies to be used. The use of self-
correction and/or repair strategies will not be penalised.
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AO2 (5 marks)

5 Students’ responses show that they have a very good understanding of the material on the
card.

Students’ responses show that they have a good understanding of the material on the card.

Students’ responses show that they have some understanding of the material on the card.

Students’ responses show that they have a limited understanding of the material on the

card.

1 Students’ responses show that they have a very limited understanding of the material on the
card.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

If a student only asks one question, a maximum of 4 marks can be awarded for AO2. If a student asks
no questions, a maximum of 3 marks can be awarded for AO2.

Notes

The material on the card is defined as the text containing the target-language heading, any statement of
opinion, any factual/statistical information and the printed questions.

AO3 (10 marks)

9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Highly accurate application of grammar with occasional minor
errors. Pronunciation and intonation are very good.

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Mostly accurate application of grammar with some minor errors.
Pronunciation and intonation are good.

5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and intonation are fairly good.

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of grammar
is limited. Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible.

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and intonation are poor.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes

Pronunciation and intonation are not expected to be of native speaker standard.
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Idiom refers to a form of expression that is particular to the target language.
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AO4 (5 marks)

Mark | Descriptors

5

Very good critical and analytical response.

Very good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments.
They consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
very good evaluation of the sub-theme.

Good critical and analytical reésponse.

Good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students often select relevant information to support their arguments. They
often use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation
of the sub-theme.

Reasonable critical and analytical response.

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in
the discussion. Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments.
They sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
reasonable evaluation of the sub-theme.

Limited critical and analytical response.

Some knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments.
They occasionally use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a
limited evaluation of the sub-theme.

Very limited critical and analytical response.

A little knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-theme covered in the
discussion. Students rarely select relevant information to support their arguments. They
rarely use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited
evaluation of the sub-theme.

0

Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Further guidance on what we expect for AO4 can be found in the indicative content in the specimen
mark scheme.
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Research-based topic presentation
The maximum mark available for the presentation is 5.

AO4 (5 marks)
5 Thorough knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the presentation.
4 Good knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the presentation.
3 Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the
presentation.
2 7 Limited knowledge and understanding ofthearea of study are evident in the p;esentation.
1 Very limited knowledge and understanding of the area of study are evident in the

presentation.

0 Nothing in the presentation is worthy of a mark.

Research-based topic discussion
The maximum mark available for discussion of the research topic is 30.

AO1 (10 marks)

Mark | Descriptors

9-10 | Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are nearly always
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage very well in the discussion and give
an appropriate response to nearly all questions.

7-8 Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are mostly developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage well in the discussion and give an appropriate
response to most questions.

5-6 Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are sometimes developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage reasonably well in the discussion and give an
appropriate response to some questions.

3-4 Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are occasionally
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage to a limited extent in the discussion
and give an appropriate response to a few questions.

1-2 Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are rarely developed,
independently of prompts. Students engage to a very limited extent in the discussion and
give an appropriate response to very few questions.

Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

o |

Notes

Fluency is defined as delivery at a pace which reflects natural discourse, although not of the level
associated with a native speaker. Hesitation and pauses may occur to allow for a word to be found, for
a phrase to be formulated or for self-correction and/or repair strategies to be used. The use of self-
correction and/or repair strategies will not be penalised.
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AO3 (10 marks)

9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Highly accurate application of grammar with occasional minor
errors. Pronunciation and intonation are very good.

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some knowledge of appropriate
idiom are demonstrated. Mostly accurate application of grammar with some minor errors.
Pronunciation and intonation.are good.

5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and intonation are fairly good.

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of grammar
is limited. Pronunciation and intonation are mostly intelligible.

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate application of
grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and intonation are poor.

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark.

Notes

Pronunciation and intonation are not expected to be of native speaker standard.

Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication.

Idiom refers to a form of expression that is particular to the target language.
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AO4 (10 marks)

Mark | Descriptors

9-10 | Excellent critical and analytical response.

From the research carried out, the student has acquired thorough knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students consistently
select relevant information to support their arguments. They consistently use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating an excellent evaluation of their chosen
topic. *

7-8 Good critical and analytical response.

From the research carried out, the student has acquired good knowledge and understanding
of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students often select relevant
information to support their arguments. They often use appropriate evidence to justify their
conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of their chosen topic.

5-6 Reasonable critical and analytical response.

From the research carried out, the student has acquired reasonable knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students sometimes
select relevant information to support their arguments. They sometimes use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a reasonable evaluation of their chosen
topic.

3-4 Limited critical and analytical response.

From the research carried out, the student has acquired some knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students occasionally
select relevant information to support their arguments. They occasionally use appropriate
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of their chosen
topic.

1-2 Very limited critical and analytical response.

From the research carried out, the student has acquired a little knowledge and
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. Students rarely select
relevant information to support their arguments. They rarely use appropriate evidence to
justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of their chosen topic.

0 The student fails completely to engage with the discussion.
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Assessment of Individual research project

Students will provide a two-minute presentation of their chosen research project. This will be followed
by a discussion lasting 9-10 minutes.

The presentation will be assessed for AO4 and the discussion for AO1, AO3 and AO4.

The presentation

The presentation should cover some key findings emerging from the research carried out by the
student. It will be the quality of these findings rather than their quantity that will determine the mark
awarded. .

Thorough knowledge A presentation that demonstrates that the student has fully
understood and assimilated research-based knowledge through the
development, in the time available, of key findings.

VGood knowledge A presentation that demonstrates that the student has mostly
understood and assimilated research-based knowledge through the
development, in the time available, of key findings.

Reasonable knowledge A presentation that demonstrates that the student has understood
and assimilated some research-based knowledge through the
development, in the time available, of key findings.

Limited knowledge A brief outline of key findings with little development and showing
little understanding and assimilation of research-based knowledge.

Very limited knowledge The briefest outline of key findings with very little development and
showing very little understanding and assimilation of research-based
knowledge.

The discussion
The examiner may use points made in the presentation as well as information given on the Candidate
Record form to initiate the discussion.

From there on, the examiner proceeds on the basis of points made in response to questions. Questions
can be informed by knowledge of the topic area, or lack of knowledge of the topic area.

The emphasis throughout the discussion will be on eliciting views, opinions, ideas, and reactions from
the student which they will be invited to explain, develop further, justify, illustrate, and defend, and
where knowledge of the topic area will be paramount in supporting the responses given.

The discussion will focus on key concepts such as importance, impact, value, contribution, significance,
as well as on the student’s appreciation of the topic area — its appeal and interest, and the insights the
study has brought to the student. This will naturally generate opportunities for the student to analyse,
evaluate and draw conclusions on those aspects of the topic area that have been researched.
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e The student will respond readily to all opportunities to explain, develop

Excellent level of
performance

further, justify and defend opinions and views expressed about the topic
under discussion.

Response to questions inviting the student to evaluate critically aspects of
what has been researched will be supported by relevant factual knowledge.
Knowledge of the topic under discussion will be used consistently and
effectively to support views and opinions.

Challenges from the examiner that perhaps call into question the validity of

the student’s findings or the conclusions they are offering will consistently
be responded to with a confident and effective marshalling of knowledge.

7 Good ievel of
performance

The student will respond well to most opportunities to explain, develop
further, justify and defend opinions and views expressed about the topic
under discussion.

Response to questions inviting the student to evaluate critically aspects
of what has been researched will be supported by some relevant factual
knowledge but at times the student may provide information that is not
directly relevant to the discussion.

Challenges from the examiner that perhaps call into question the validity of
the student’s findings or the conclusions they are offering will not always be
responded to with a confident and effective marshalling of knowledge.

Reasonable level of
performance

The student will respond well to some opportunities to explain, develop
further, justify and defend opinions and views expressed about the topic
under discussion.

Response to questions inviting the student to evaluate critically aspects of
what has been researched will not generally be supported by some relevant
factual knowledge and the student may provide much information that is
not directly relevant to the discussion.

Challenges from the examiner that perhaps call into question the validity of
the student’s findings or the conclusions they are offering will not usually be
responded to with a confident and effective marshalling of knowledge.

Limited level of
performance

The student may attempt some response to opportunities to explain,
develop further, justify and defend opinions and views expressed about the
topic under discussion but these will not always be successful.

The nature of these responses will mean that the discussion largely avoids
questions inviting the student to evaluate critically aspects of what has
been researched in favour of a more factual line of questioning.

There will be few if any challenges from the examiner that perhaps call into
question the validity of the student’s findings or the conclusions they are
offering.

Very limited level of
performance

The examiner will be hard pushed to find opportunities to which the student
can respond effectively to explain, develop further, justify and defend
opinions and views expressed about the topic under discussion.

Questions will be designed to elicit very simple responses both in terms of
language and content and there will be little awareness of linking factual
information about the topic under discussion to a broader context.
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