Ancient History Revision Checklist

AS/A-Level Ancient History – Year 1
Revision ChecklistComponent 2: Roman Period Study
Component 1: Greek Period Study


Use the following checklist to structure your revision and ensure that all aspects of the course are covered. When you have finished revising an individual topic you should test your understanding of this by attempting a selection of timed exam question. 
	Component 1 Period Study: Relations between Greek States and between Greek and No-Greek States, 492-404 BC

	TOPIC 1: THE CHALLENGE OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 492-479 BC
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The nature and reliability of Herodotus as a source
	

	Darius’ policy towards the Greeks – ‘Earth and Water’, Mardonius’ campaign of 492
	

	First Persian Invasion 490 – aims, event, outcome, Battle of Marathon 490
	

	Second Persian Invasion 480-479 – Causes, Xerxes, Hellenic League, Thermopylae, Salamis, Plataea, Mycale
	

	TOPIC 2: GREECE IN CONFLICT 479-446 BC
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The nature and reliability of Thucydides, Diodorus and Plutarch as sources
	

	The Pentecontaetia 
	

	The development of the Delian League
	

	Growth in Athenian power – Themistocles, Athens’ wall, naval power
	

	The ‘First Peloponnesian War’ – Megara joining the Delian League, conflict with Corinth, Spartan invasion in 446
	

	TOPIC 3: PEACE AND CONFLICT 446-431 BC
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The Thirty Years Peace of 446 – key terms, who did it favour? How sustainable was it?
	

	Breakdown of relations: Samos and Miletus – the role of Athens, Sparta and Corinth
	

	Breakdown of relations: Epidamnus and Corcyra, Poitdaea, Megara, Aegina, Ambracian Gulf
	

	The Spartan decision to go to war – ‘Corinthian complaint’, Archidamus II, Sthenelaidas, 
	

	Athenian decision to go to war – Role of Pericles 
	

	TOPIC 4: THE ARCHIDAMIAN WAR 431-420 BC
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	Spartan and Athenian strategy at the stat of the war
	

	The Plague in Athens
	

	Pylos and Sphacteria 
	

	Brasidas and Cleon – Brasidas’ campaign in Thrace, the Battles of Amphipolis
	

	The Peace of Nicias – what was agreed? How did the allies react? How sustainable?
	

	TOPIC 5: THE END OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH 419-404 BC
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	Athens’ alliance with Argos, Mantinea and Elis – the Battle of Mantinea 418 BC
	

	The Sicilian Expedition – Causes, events, outcome, role of Alcibiades, Nicias, Demosthenes
	

	The occupation of Decelea 
	

	Persian involvement and alliance with Sparta
	

	Final years of the war – Role of Lysander, Battles of Cynossema, Abydos, Cyzicus, Notion, Arginusae, Aegospotami
	



	Key Debates – A-Level Only
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	1
	Why were the Greeks successful against the Persians? (492-479 BC)
	

	2
	What caused the Peloponnesian War in 431?
	

	3
	Why did Athens fail in the Peloponnesian War?
	






	Component 2 Period Study: The Julio-Claudian Emperors, 31 BC – AD 68

	TOPIC 1: AUGUSTUS, 31 BC – AD 14
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The victory at Actium – how was it presented?
	

	The Constitutional Settlements of 27 and 23 BC – what powers was Augustus given?
	

	Augustus’ Military achievements – Triple triumph, Egypt, Dalmatia, Armenia
	

	The view of Augustus in poetry and coinage – Horace, Virgil, Ovid 
	

	The revival of traditional Roman values – the moral reforms
	

	Augustus’ attitude towards religion and the imperial cult
	

	Changes to the government of Rome, the Senate and the provinces
	

	Augustus’ building programme
	

	Augustus’ relationship with senators, equestrians and plebs
	

	Challenges and conspiracies against Augustus
	

	Agrippa, Livia and Tiberius – how important were they under Augustus?
	

	The succession – Marcellus, Gaius, Lucius, Tiberius
	

	TOPIC 2: TIBERIUS, AD 14-37
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The nature and reliability of the ancient sources on Tiberius – Tacitus, Suetonius, Dio and Paterculus
	

	Challenges to his reign – Mutinies of AD 14, Tacfarinas Rebellion
	

	Tiberius’ relationship with Germanicus and Sejanus
	

	The Treason Trials – what were they? How is Tiberius portrayed?
	

	Tiberius’ attitude towards religion and the imperial cult
	

	Tiberius’ relationship with senators, equestrians and plebs
	

	TOPIC 3: GAIUS, 37-41
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The nature and reliability of the ancient sources on Gaius – Suetonius, Dio, Josephus, Seneca
	

	Changes to the government of Rome and Gaius’ building programme
	

	Gaius’ attitude towards religion and the imperial cult
	

	Gaius’ relationship with senators, equestrians and plebs
	

	Gaius’ assassination in 41 – who? Why? What was the reaction?
	

	TOPIC 4: CLAUDIUS, 41-54
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	Claudius’ accession – how and why did he become emperor?
	

	The role of freedmen and wives under Claudius 
	

	Claudius’ invasion of Britain – what were the motives? How is Claudius portrayed?
	

	Claudius’ relationship with Nero and Britannicus 
	

	Changes to the government of Rome and Claudius’ building programme
	

	Claudius’ relationship with senators, equestrians and plebs
	

	The events surrounding Claudius’ death in 54
	

	TOPIC 5: NERO, 54-68
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The nature and reliability of the ancient sources on Nero – Tacitus, Suetonius, Dio, Pliny
	

	The changing role of Agrippina and the importance of Nero’s wives
	

	The Great Fire of Rome 64 – the accounts of Tacitus and Suetonius 
	

	The Piso Conspiracy 65 and the revolt of Vindex 68
	

	Nero’s attitude towards religion and the imperial cult
	

	Changes to the government of Rome 
	

	Nero’s relationship with senators, equestrians and plebs
	

	The death of Nero and the accession of Galba 68
	



	Key Debates – A-Level Only
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	1
	To what extent did Augustus actually restore the Republic?
	

	2
	The characters of Tiberius, Gaius, Claudius and Nero
	

	3
	What were the benefits of imperial rule for the inhabitants of Rome?
	





A-Level Ancient History – Year 2
Revision ChecklistComponent 2: Roman Depth Study
Component 1: Greek Depth Study

 
	Component 1 Depth Study: The Politics and Culture of Athens 460-399 BC

	TOPIC 1: ATHENIAN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CULTURE
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The structure of Athenian society and the rights/opportunities of different groups – citizens, metics, women, slaves
	

	The historical development of the democratic system in Athens
	

	How Athenian democracy worked – the Assembly, boulē, prytaneis, archōns, strategōs, ostracism 
	

	The Athenian legal system and the workings of the law courts
	

	Athens’ treatment of its empire – the Mytilene Debate
	

	Athenian Leadership – Pericles, Cleon, Nicias, Alcibiades
	

	Key source – The Old Oligarch, The Constitution of the Athenians
	

	Key Source – Aristotle, The Athenian Constitution 
	

	TOPIC 2: THE INFLUENCE OF NEW THINKING AND IDEAS ON ATHENIAN SOCIETY
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The background and development of the sophists
	

	Key sophists and their ideas – Protagoras, Hippias, Gorgias, Prodicus
	

	The impact of the sophists on rhetoric – Hippias’ Encomium of Helen, Plato and Xenophon’s criticisms
	

	The impact of the sophists on comedy – Aristophanes’ Clouds
	

	The impact of the sophists on tragedy – Euripides’ Hippolytus
	

	Socrates – life, ideas, views on democracy, trial and execution 
	

	Key Source – Plato, Apology
	

	TOPIC 3: ART AND ARCHITECTURE AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF ATHENS 
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The aims of the Periclean building programme 
	

	Prescribed buildings on the Acropolis – Propylaea, Temple of Athena Nike, Erechtheion, Parthenon, 
	

	Prescribed buildings in Athens – Odeon of Pericles, Temple of Hephaestus 
	

	Prescribed buildings in Attica – Temple of Poseidon (Sounion)
	

	Other buildings in Attica – Sanctuary at Eleusis, Temple of Artemis (Brauron), Temple of Nemesis (Rhamnous), Stoa at Thorikos
	

	The sculptures and artwork of the buildings – Parthenon, Temple of Athena Nike, Temple of Poseidon at Sounion 
	

	TOPIC 4: DRAMA AND DRAMATIC FESTIVALS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF ATHENS 
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The development and purpose of theatre in Athens – the Lenaea, City Dionysis, Rural Dionysia
	

	The City Dionysia – the build-up, structure of the 5 days, role of the chorēgos, the judging
	

	Athenian Tragedy – Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, structure, themes, the chorus
	

	Key Source – Euripides, Hippolytus
	

	Athenian Comedy – structure, themes, chorus, parabasis, summary of Aristophanes’ plays
	

	TOPIC 5: RELIGION AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF ATHENS 
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	Key terms and ideas relating to Athenian religion – Olympian and Chthonic gods
	

	Challenges to traditional religion – Sophists, Alcibiades, Socrates
	

	Attitudes towards religion in Comedy (Aristophanes’ Clouds) and Tragedy (Euripides’ Hippolytus) 
	

	The importance of religious festivals – the purpose, structure and significance of the Panathenaia Festival
	

	The significance of Athena and Poseidon to Athens 
	




	[bookmark: _GoBack]Component 2 Depth Study: Ruling Roman Britain AD 43 – c.128

	TOPIC 1: ROMAN MILITARY POLICY TOWARDS BRITAIN: CONQUEST AND EXPANSION
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The background to Claudius’ invasion – Julius Caesar’s invasions and relations with the tribes
	

	Claudius’ invasion – Causes
	

	Claudius’ invasion – Events and outcome
	

	Roman policy and governors AD 43-84 – Consolidation and Expansion
	

	The governorship of Agricola 
	

	Key Source – Tacitus, Agricola
	

	TOPIC 2: FRONTIER POLICY: CONSOLIDATION AND RETRENCHMENT AD 85-C.128
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The withdrawal of Roman control from Caledonia – what caused? How consistent was Roman policy AD 84-98?
	

	The establishment of the Stanegate system as a frontier – Vindolanda and the Vindolanda tablets
	

	Hadrian’s Wall – Background and motives
	

	Hadrian’s Wall – Design and features
	

	Hadrian’s Wall - Purpose
	

	TOPIC 3: RESISTANCE TO ROMAN RULE
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	Resistance to the Roman invasion in AD 43
	

	Caratacus
	

	The Boudiccan rebellion – causes, events, impact
	

	Calgacus
	

	The portrayal of the resistance by the ancient sources
	

	TOPIC 4: ROMAN CONTROL
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The role and effectiveness of the governor and procurator 
	

	The reasons for British collaboration with the Romans
	

	The nature and effectiveness of client rulers
	

	The Roman army in Britain – structure and deployment
	

	The Roman army in Britain – use against resistance
	

	The Roman army in Britain – use in building and patrolling
	

	TOPIC 5: EFFECTS OF ROMAN RULE
	TICK WHEN REVISED

	The impact of Roman rule on the economy
	

	Changes to agriculture, trade and infrastructure
	

	Urbanisation and the different types of towns
	

	Leisure and public facilities in towns
	

	Romanisation – what forms it took and how far it went
	





