AS Evaluation tips


PLAN your answer before you start, including your decision. Cover as many CONTENT points as you can, at least 5 points. For evaluation you need to consider more than one side to an argument. 
Make sure you look at both sides of the argument by selecting a mixture of views in the points you raise. Aim for 3 points supporting your decision and 3 points against.
Writing your answer: Start with your conclusion e.g. “I agree to a certain extent because...” This will help you clarify the direction for your answer. The rest of your answer now needs to help you reach that conclusion, but having considered arguments supporting and against it.
Now continue your answer, writing a separate paragraph for each point. 

For APPLICATION, use the case study for inspiration. Illustrate your answer using the case’s examples and write 100% of the time in the context of the case study business.

ANALYSE each point you raise. In other words, explain what you mean. Use connective words such as “therefore….” and “as a result….is likely to happen”, and “because ……”. Never assume the examiner will understand what you mean. It is up to you to explain yourself. This is absolutely critical. Look for the implications (the knock-on effects) of the points you raise for the business in the case study.

EVALUATE by looking at the limitations of every paragraph you raise. So at the end of each paragraph, once you have explained the point in context of the case study business, use connective words such as “but…..”, “however…” and “on the other hand…..” to look at the counterargument. This provides the balance that is necessary for a good answer.

Finally CONCLUDE your answer in detail. Here you weigh up both sides of the argument. NOTE if you have not looked at both sides of the argument, you cannot do this. Make a clear decision and justify it. A good way of justifying your view is to select the ‘winning argument’, i.e. the key argument out of all the ones you’ve considered. Then write about why it stood out to you to be the winning argument, undermining all the other views / arguments you’ve considered in the main body of your answer. It may help to phrase this in terms of “winners and losers”, “short term vs long term impacts” or “impact on key stakeholders”.










Knowledge		Point


Application		Because...


Analysis		Therefore...


Evaluation		But...








Advantages and disadvantages


What are the advantages to a business?


What are the downsides?


Do any carry significant weight or importance? 





Evidence


What is the evidence for and against your views?


From the case study


Theorists


External examples (if permitted)
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My views





What you’re


evaluating





Alternatives


What are the other ways of doing it? (alternative  theories or strategies) What are the advantages and downsides of these?








Winners or losers?


Who would benefit from this approach and why?


Who loses out and why?


Is there a clear winner / loser?

















Long term and short term consequences


What is the impact?


Consequences can be:


short term and long term


positive and negative 


inevitable or avoidable


Were the original aims achieved?


What would be the consequences of the alternatives?





Stakeholders


What are the views and interests of all those affected?


What is the impact on the stakeholders?


Who is most affected (justify this)?








So….. my conclusions based on the above


e.g. whether I agree with the statement,


what the business should do as a result








