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  1. In small groups arrange the following statements into a diamond nine to reflect  what you think the poem is about.      2. When you have finished arranging your ideas (and the other groups in the class  have too) walk around the class to see what the other groups have and see how  their choices compare with yours.      

This poem is about a 

loss of virginity. 

This poem is about the 

corruption of innocence. 

This poem is about a 

pest destroying a 

flower. 

This poem is about 

a sexually 

transmitted disease. 

This poem is about 

England (the rose) 

becoming corrupted. 

This poem is about 

adultery. 

This poem is about 

the treatment 

of prostitutes. 

This poem is about a 

homosexual relationship. 

This poem is about 

religious doubt. 

 

 

 

3. Have a whole class discussion about your ideas using the following questions as 

prompts: 

 

-  Do we need to know about the man who wrote this poem? 

-  Do we need to know about the society that Blake lived in? 

-  Is your personal opinion important? 

-  Do we need to know what Blake originally intended when he wrote the poem?  
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