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Compare the ways in which the writers ofyour two chosen texts use settings

In Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go setting is used to; contrast the natural and unnatural,

present the emotions ofye main characters and portray key themes such as isolation and

the danger of knowledge. In Frankenstein there is a diverse range of location:pcross Europe,

with many of the places having a common theme of isolation and loneliness. The locations

are also primarily based in nature, which reates a greater contrast to the unnatural creature

that is seen as an abomination of nat re. WKereas, in Never Let Me Go the locations are all

set in the United Kingdom, creating lesser variatiy. The settings in the text are

very isolated from society and are primarily man-made, emphasising that the clones have

been created rather than born naturally.

In both texts settings are used by the writers to contrast the natural and unnatural. In

Frankenstein the locations are primarily based in natural places such as the cottage, Scotland

and the Arctic. The naturistic setting is use< by Shelley to demonstrate the beauty of nature, 

bhis appreciation of nature was prevalent in the 18th century and it was called Romant%sm.

The ideas of Romanticism are frequent in Frankenstein through the extensive descriptive

language about nature, which contrasts with the negative language such as 'fiend' and

C 'wretch' used to describe the 'unnatural' creature. The creature, although unnatural, is

usually found Innaturistic locations because this allows him to avoid society — from which he

is marginalised. In Volume 2, Chapter 3 of Frankenstein, the creature seeks refuge in 'a small

hut, allowing him to escape from the harsh elements of nature as 'snow an"n'. We

can interpret these harsh elements to be a retaliation by natur ainst the unnaturaffA-Z4
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creature. The creature is later attacked by villagers, causing him to flee his refuge and causing'

him to feel a greaterf17€ed for mankind. In Never Let Me Go the unnatural Ones are

3 separated from society and are portrayed to be afraid of some parts of nature. There are

three key locations in Never Let Me Go; Hailsham, The Cottages and The Clinic The locations 2

are all man-made and used to separate the clones from society, highlighting their

marginalisation but also their separation from natae. The marginalisation faced by the

clones is similar to that faced by the creature in Frankenstein, because their isolation is due

to being seen as 'unnatural' leading to society being afraid of them. The clones are presented

to be afraid of the woods (a natural setting) and it is described as 'a dark fringe of trees'c 0U/o/ 'a
which sometimes 'cast a shadow over Hailsham'. This highlights that the woods are a motif

for the clones' dark future and truncated lives leading them to be afraid of nature and see it

as a threat. The ideas of cloning that are yeru present in Never Let Me Go were very

prevalent in the early 2000s. This is because there were many scientific advancements,

leading to the possibility of human cloning becoming more and more likely, for example Dolly
the sheep. Overall, we can infe t both the clones and the creature are contrasted with
natural settings and portrayed e afraid of nature due to their unnatural creation.

In both texts the analogical function of setting is used by the writers to fbreshadow the
emotions of key characters. In Frankenstein, nature is portrayed to be a powerful force and
the weather conditions foreshadow the emotions of Victor and the Creature in the text. In
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Volume 1, Chapter 5 Victor becomes ill and as 'spring' arrives we can see this is a parallel with

his health, as he feels 'sentiments of joy and affection' re-emerge. This demonstrates the link

etween Victor and nature because it appears to heal him and link to his positive mindset.

hereas In Volume 1, Chapter 7 Victor is sad because William has recently been killed by the

creature and the weather symbolises this through a 'storm' and 'rain'. We could also infer the

stormy and dark weather to be nature punishing Victor, because he attempted to play God in

creating the creature, leading to his brother's death. There are many Christianßbemes

running throughout Frankenstein, due to the prevalence of Christianity in the 19th century

when Frankenstein was written. Victor's creation of the creytUfe is seen to go against God

himself because he is believed to be the only one with the power to take and create life.

Therefore, we could also suggest that the bad weather experienced by Victor in many

chapters could be seen as a punishment by God. In Never Let Me Go the analogical function

of setting is used to foreshadow the imminent threat to the clones due to their dark futures.

The weather also appears to become increasingly bad as the novel goes on, that the

weather is foreshadowing the dismal futures for the clones. In Chapter fifteen on the journey

back from Norfolk — when the clones went ony€arch for Ruth's 'possible' — Kathy describes

'e' the 'darkness' to seti over 'long empty roads', which symboUses the clones drawing nearer

to their 'dark' future. There are also increasing references to 'fog' which connotes

uncertainty and demonstrates the diminishing hope that the clones have as we get further

into the novel. This contrasts with Hailsham and Kathy's younger life in which there is a

reference to 'bright sunshine', which su ests that Kathy and the other clones were much

happier in their earlier life. theme ot the danger of knowledge and the

relentless passage of time. The further into their truncated lives the clones are, the more

they find out and the closer they become to death, therefore the darker their lives'fecause

they must face the difficult truth. This directly links with Frankenstein because we can see the

danger of knowledge through Victor, in which his knowledge leads him to suffer due to the //

consequences of his creation.

Finally, in both texts setting is used to portray the prevalent theme of isolation. In

Frankenstein the different settings are primarily in very isolated locations, which is used to
orc-mg

portray Victor's marginalisation from society due to his creation and the creature's isolation

due to his differences from humanity. In the Arctic Victo ces 'mountains of ice' that
'barred' up his passage, which could be nature punishin ctor for going against it and

creating the creature. Victor's loneliness is portrayed as he says he has 'endured misery',
which we can infer is due to the losses he has suffered and his present isolation in the Arctic.
The creature also faces isolation in Volume 2, Chapter 9 in the'ps and he tells Victor to
create him a female companion as he is 'alone and miserable'. This isolation is due to the
social marginalisation that the creature is forced into due to his appearance, resulting in him
travelling to much more deserted locations. The creature's loneliness causes him to lash out
and kill most of Victor's loved ones, henceforthYaving Victor alone at the end of the novel —
much like the creature was abandoned by Victor. In Never Let Me Go the clones are isolated
from the rest of society in both Hailsham and the Cottage due to their differences from
humans%he setting of the boat in Chapter 19 symbolises the lives of the clones through the
isolated and desolate location. The 'beached' boat connotes how the clones are trapped in
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their lives and the 'silence' of the location symbolises the segregation from»ciety that theclones face. We can also infer the 'dead trunks' are symbolic for the 'completion' of the
clones, demonstrating how they are treated like possessions and not people. In Chapter 20
Kathy and Tommy acknowledge that there is 'somewhere separate' for them, which we can
infer is a reference to their separation from the rest of society. This highlights that society
forces isolation and entrapment onto the clones for their own benefit and cast them away
like rubbish, once they have been used.

In conclusion, in both texts setting is used to portray isolation, the emotions of key characters

and the contrast between the natural and unnatural. In Frankenstein the creature sets alight

to the DeLacey's cottage due to feeling 'deserted' by their family and his emotions c e out 

in a rage, the 'fierce wind' further emphasises the creature's anger towards humanity. This

links with Tommy's final outburst of anger in which Kathy sees him 'ra ing, shouting, flinging

his fists and kicking out' and tries to go to him but is 'stopped by a penetrable thicket.)

Tommy's emotions are mirrored by the wind which 'was really powerful'. Overall, this

highlights the similarities between the two novels, in which we can see the characters

struggling with abandonment and being trapped.
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