The language of conversation: aspects of gender

1. Are there any topics that you think are characteristic of women’s conversations, as distinct from men’s?

2. What do you judge are the characteristic features of women’s language-use in conversations with men?

(some suggestions: talking more or less than men? Interrupting? Initiating topics? Shifting the topic? Using hedges (“sort of”, “kind of”, “it seems like”) and qualifiers (“I think that …”, “It’s just that …)?  Intensifiers (“very”, “so”)? Apologising? Different lexical fields? Hesitating? Specific kinds of Body language?
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