The Language of ICT

1. Discussion on what kinds of ICT or technological languages there are. 

2. What kinds of audience are being addressed?

3. How has our relationship to graphology/ typology changed? Virus poster, p.16.

4. Ask class to name different examples of new lexis. Consider list on 52-53. Also, semantic change.

5. Jargon. Ad 26

6. Email 82-84

[Printouts of websites, copies of ad, emails]

Lesson: 7 February

Ask class to think about how technology has affected language use over the last thirty years. Which technological/ computing innovations are connected with language use? 

1. word-processed letter

2. faxes 

3. email 

4. website 

5. mobile phones

6. internet chat 

Ask class to think about which new terms have been introduced in connection with the rise of computers.

Brainstorm class for ideas of new language of ICT:

smiley/ emoticon; multi-modal; text-string; hacker; multimedia; CD-ROM; email; log on/ off; upgradeability; notebook; software/ hardware; website; spamming; attachment; forward.

Hand out ‘Virus Alert’ sheet. 

· In what ways have the advent of ICT influenced the production of this sheet?

· How have the semantics of words changed?

How are new words formed?

affixation

backformation

compounding

conversion

acronym

initialism

blending

clipping

rebooting, resetting, debugging, Megadrive 

wordprocess

cyberspace, hard disk drive, CD-ROM, desktop,

laptop

floppy (noun); access (verb); video (verb)

RAM (random access memory)

SGML (standard general mark-up language)

netiquette, internaut

disk, floppy, video (noun and verb)
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