
 
Text B is an extract of a conversation between Eddie Copeland who used to be a boxer and his 
daughter Stacey Copeland who he trained to be a boxer too after she had to stop playing football 
because of an injury. It was recorded as part of the BBC and British Library 'Listening Project'.  
  
Link to the original recording here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0003rmf 
 
Compare with Stacey Copeland public speaking… https://youtu.be/bhCXqa7vCEk  

 
  
S: at home and we've both put the gloves on and we'd like spar together and mess about in the front 
room and stuff (.) that that was nice a-another nice connection then obviously when there was the 
big fights on which used to be on terestrial telly back in the day (.) I'd be lookin forward to it all week 
it was kinda like our thing wanniʔ that we'd sit and watch the fights and //stuff//  
E:                                                                                                                 //yeah// 
S:          and then act 'em all ouʔ // (laugh)  
E:                                                 // mm// 
S: for the rest of the nights then when I come back from america (.) do you remember when we met 
in cafe rouge 
E: yep 
S: on Deansgate and you asked me if I was gunna seʔle down (1) //(laughs)// 
E:                                                                                                                //(laughs) // 

 well the first (.)  thing that kicked in was the parent erm (1) having been a boxer (.) I know how hard 
the game can be (.) you don’t have any doubts about your commitment and fitness but (.) you 
always think hmm what if the person gets hurt (.) you know (.) ‘cos it happened to me (.) but then 
when I saw how committed you were and that you was gonna do it anyway (1) I just felt right the 
best thing that I can do is make you the best you can be (1) how does it feel bein' a champ 

S: it feels greaʔ because ummm (.) d'ya know the first emotion that obviously I burst into tears when 
I got the result but(.)and it was a bit overwhelming all at once 
E: well that's probably a good word to use really because that's how we were (1) in the house (.)  
S: (laughs) 
E: we was watching it on the livestream and the // last round // 
S:                                                                                  //yeah // 
E: started to buffer (.) and we're(.) there's a few expletives (.) I was nearly in tears  
S: so many people have said that though // that they were crying watchin' it// 
E:                                                                      // yeah                               yeah // 
S: especially 'cause obviously I totally lost the plot but that's alright 
E: it's extra special when there's a title at stake and that's one the thing that always sticks in me 'ead 
I can see it there // and he's going// 
S:                         // you know // 
E: and the winner is (2) and you're waiting for the referee to // please please please ya know 
S:                                                                                                         // yeah  
E: and um when he announces your name and he comes up 
S: the first time i wore those shorts with dad on the back  
E: =yeah 
S: was in that title fight//which is kinda  
E:                                      //correct 
S: nice really cos it was obviously i was meant to wear em//  at the // 
 E:                                                                                                   //yeah// 
S: arena and I ended up wearing 'em in the biggest fight of me life and it was kind of //like (.)// 
E:                                                                                                                                                    //mm// 
S: meant to be (.) maybe i didnt know the reason at the time but it ended up being that you were  
      //pr- (.) yeah with me really// 
E:  //in that room with yah (laughs)// 
S: yeah yeah even though obviously i box a lot better than you (.) it's still //(laughs)// 
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E:                                                                                                                                //(laughs)// 
S: still nice havin' you wi' me (2) so i i i think boxin's been a bit of a (.) theme in ways you might not 
(.) think (.) along the course of life and then obviously with the injuries (.) touch wood ive not had 
that in boxin' but certainly in football i did when I was in america n i (1) it was dead helpful to me 
because (.) i knew youd been through it= 
E: =mm= 
S: =an i knew (.) you were the one person who would completely understand (2) the (1) total 
devastation i felt (.) the loss of identity (.) was ridiculous it was like me entire life just had no point 
whatsoever (.) just because I'd broken one bone (.) it was (1) mad (.) but that's how sport gets ya and 
I knew you'd understand it 

E: (1) when you (.) first showed me them shorts (.)  I didn't know you was havin' 'dad' put on the 
back of it (.) and (.) // even now// 

S:                 // I know     // 
E: it puts a lump in me throat 
  
 Text c is a feature article from the online sports journalism site ‘sportsgazette’ from March 2018, by 
the sports journalist Nick Friend, profiling Stacey Copeland 
 
https://sportsgazette.co.uk/because-i-loved-boxing-people-assumed-that-i-wanted-to-be-a-boy-
stacey-copeland-on-womens-boxing-perceptions-of-femininity-and-deciding-against-a-nickname/   

https://sportsgazette.co.uk/because-i-loved-boxing-people-assumed-that-i-wanted-to-be-a-boy-stacey-copeland-on-womens-boxing-perceptions-of-femininity-and-deciding-against-a-nickname/
https://sportsgazette.co.uk/because-i-loved-boxing-people-assumed-that-i-wanted-to-be-a-boy-stacey-copeland-on-womens-boxing-perceptions-of-femininity-and-deciding-against-a-nickname/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Other possible comparative texts… 
 
 
 
https://www.newschain.uk/lifestyle/breaking-boundaries/exclusive-commonwealth-boxing-
champion-stacey-copeland-explains-how-gender-bias-has-been-her-toughest-opponent-2009 
  
Or  
  
http://blog.stacey-copeland.co.uk/first-blog-the-side-hustle/ 
  
Or  
  
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/sport/boxing/stacey-copeland-boxing-hyde-boxer-
14907698 
  
Or https://www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk/news-features/8/news-headlines/103603/couple-bring-
punchy-story-to-the-screen 
  
Or  
https://sportsgazette.co.uk/because-i-loved-boxing-people-assumed-that-i-wanted-to-be-a-boy-
stacey-copeland-on-womens-boxing-perceptions-of-femininity-and-deciding-against-a-nickname/ 
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