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Table 5.1 Forms of the family, marriage and household

Forms of: Description
Marriage
Monogamy Two individuals

Serial monogamy

Arranged marriage

Civil partnership

Polygamy

Polygyny

Polyandry

Family and household structure
Nuclear family

Extended family

Classic extended family

Modified extended family

Beanpole family
Patriarchal family

Matriarchal family
Symmetrical family

Reconstituted family or stepfamily or

blended family
Lone parent family

Gay or lesbian family
Single person household

Found in Europe, the USA and most Christian cultures

A series of monogamous marriages

Found in Europe and the USA, where there are high rates of divorce and remarria
Marriages arranged by parents to match their chi i i -
Sl their children with partners of a simjlsr

Found in the Indian sub-continent a im, Si i A
e nd Muslim, Sikh and Hindu minority ethnic

Civil _umnq_mazv gives legal recognition to the relationships of same-sex couples
_m_dswm civil partners equal treatment to married couples in a wide range of lega|
atters . In 2014, gay and lesbian couples were legally enabled to marry o_._mﬁj
same basis as different sex couples. i

Marriage to more than one partner at the same time
Includes polygyny and polyandry

One husband and two or more wives

Found in Islamic countries like Egypt and Saudi Arabia
One wife and two or more husbands

Found in Tibet, am ;
fatits ong the Todas of southern India, and among the Marquesan

Two generations: parents and children living in the same household
All kin including and beyond the nuclear family
An extended family sharing the same household or living near each other

An extended family living far apart, but keeping in i
. ily liv f touch by ph
networking websites like Facebook and :mmvcmmi visits by

w:ﬁmm_mmﬂﬂmm%ww .mxﬁ:%a *ﬂ:m__s which is long and thin, with few aunts, uncles
an , reflecting fewer children bej i i :
e g eing born in each generation, but people

Authority held by males

Authority held by females

Authority and household tasks shared between male and female partners

One or both partners previously married, with children of previous relationships

_mﬁo_.d_.n_m Mmﬁ_ﬂ:mwﬁ__% ammmﬂama Mrm_%m:. most commonly after divorce or separation
so arise from de ill
Sy ath of a partner or unwillingness to marry or

Same-sex couple living together with children
An individual living alone

)

The nuclear
family is 2 family with
WO generations, of
am.aam and children,
IVing together in one
household.

e i B

Refer to table 5.1 and:
1 Interview a few people and try to find out what ty
‘typical’ family or is there a variety of family types? Write a report or do a presentation on your

findings.
2 Fill in the blanks in the following passage. Each dash represents one word.

pes of family they live in today. Is there any

The _ means just the parents and children, living together in one household. This is
sometimes called the two-generation family, because it contains only the two generations of
parents and children. The ______is a grouping consisting of all kin.The_________ consists of
several related nuclear families or family members who live in the same household, street or
area and who see one another regularly. The ______is one where related nuclear families,
although they may be living far apart, maintain close relations made possible by modern
communications, such as car travel, phone, letters or email. This is probably the most common
type of family arrangement in Britain today. The ___ is a form of the extended family in a
pattern which is long and thin, reflecting the fact that people are living longer but are having fewer
children. The s today largely a result of the rise in the divorce rate, although it may
also arise from the death of a partner, the breakdown of cohabiting relationships, or a simple
lack of desire to get married. Nine out of ten of these families are headed by women. The ___
___is one where one or both partners have been married previously, and they bring with them
children of a previous marriage. It remains a popular impression that the most usual kind of family
in contemporary Britain isthe ______ where both husbands and wives or cohabiting partners
are likely to be wage earners, and to share the housework and childcare. However, some argue
that men still dominate in the family and make most of the decisions, and it therefore remains
__.___isthe only legal form of marriage allowed in Britain. In modern Britain, most of Western
Europe and the United States there are high rates of divorce and remarriage, and some people
keep marrying and divorcing a series of different partners. Theterm____ _is sometimes used to
describe these marriage patterns. This type of marriage pattern has been described as ‘one at a
time, one after the other and they don't last long!. ______ are those where parents organize the
marriages of their children to try and ensure a good match with partners of a similar background
and status. They are typically found among Muslim, Sikh and Hindu minority ethnic groups.
However, this custom is coming under pressure in Britain as younger people demand greater
freedom to choose their own marriage partner in the same way as in wider society. While marrying
a second partner without divorcing the first is a crime in Britain, in many societies it is perfectly
acceptable to have more than one marriage partner at the same time. ___is a general term used

to describe this form of marriage.
Gm solution to this activity can be found on the teachers’ pages of Eéé.vo_mzvoowm.noa\c_.oézc

Is the nuclear family a universal institution?

Functionalist writers like Murdock (1949) suggest that the nuclear family is such an important
social institution, playing such vital functions in maintaining society, that it is found in some form
in every society. In other words, it is a universal institution. However, although most societies in
the world have some established arrangements for the production, rearing and socialization of
children, this does not mean that these arrangements always or necessarily involve prime respon-
sibility resting on the family or biological parents. The examples below help to illustrate some
alternative arrangements which suggest the nuclear family is not always or necessarily the only way

of bringing up children.
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Topic 1

SPECIFICATION AREA

The relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular
reference to the economy and to state policies

Sociological perspectives on the family

What is the role of the family in society? The consensus approach of functionalist writers sees the
family as a beneficial institution, contributing to social stability and the creation of a harmonious
society, and providing a source of practical and emotional support for individuals. On the other
hand, conflict theorists, like Marxist and many feminist writers, tend to see the family as an agency
of social control, and emphasize the way the family reproduces social inequality from one gen-
eration to the next, such as the inequalities between social classes and between men and women.
Marxists see the family as a means of teaching its members to submit to the ideology - values and
beliefs — of the wealthy upper class, and not to be critical of the society around them. The family is
seen as working to dampen down the inevitable social conflict that is bound to appear in unequal
societies.

Feminist writers see the family as a unit based on patriarchy, reproducing and supporting a
society in which men have most of the power, status and authority.

These competing approaches to the role of the family in society are considered below.

THE FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE

As we saw in the first chapter, functionalism is a consensus theory that emphasizes integration and
harmony between the different parts of society, and the way these parts work together to maintain
society. With regard to the family, functionalists see the family as a vital ‘organ’ in maintaining
the ‘body’ of society, just as the heart is an important organ in maintaining the human body.
Functionalists suggest that the family has a number of responsibilities placed upon it — these are
the functions it performs in society. These functions are primarily concerned with the family’s
role in the preparation of children to fit into adult society, and with contributing to satisfying the
functional prerequisites, or basic needs, which enable society to survive. Functionalists are also
interested in how the family fits with other social institutions (like education or work) so that society
functions efficiently and harmoniously.
Murdock (1949) argued there are four main functions of the family:

@ sexual-expressing sexuality in a socially approved context (note the social disapproval
attached to, for example, incest, adultery and homosexuality in many societies).

@ reproduction-the family providing some stability for the reproduction and rearing of children.

@ socialization~ the family is an important unit of primary socialization, of children, whereby
children learn socially acceptable behaviour and the culture of their society. This helps to build
the shared ideas and beliefs (value consensus) which functionalists regard as important to
maintaining a stable society.

@ economic—the family provides food and shelter for family members.

Murdock regards these functions as necessary in any society, and he suggests that the nuclear
family is found in every society to carry them out. However, as seen in the previous Foundation
section, the nuclear family is not the only form of arrangement possible for carrying out these func-
tions, and other institutions and arrangements can and do take them over.

Patriarchy refersto )
male dominance with 9
men having powerand

authority.

Primary
socialization refers to
socialization during the |
early years of childhood

(contrasted with
secondary socialization, |
when other social
institutions exert an evet
increasing influence on
individuals, such as the
school, the peer group
and the media).

] Eammxcm_ division
~ of labour refers 6 the
~ way jobs are divided
o ‘men’s jobs’ and
awomen's jobs’.

The expressive role is
{he nurturing; caring and
emotional role.

' Theinstrumental

" roleis the provider/

" preadwinner role in the
family.

In the classic
extended family,
several related nuclear
families or family
members live in the
same house, street or
area.
- The privatized nuclear
family is a self-
contained, self-reliant
and home-centred
family unit that is
separated and isolated
from its extended kin,
neighbours and local
community life.

The modified extended
family is a family type
Inwhich related nuclear
lamilies, although living
apart geographically,
fNevertheless maintain
regular contact and
Mutual support through
visiting, the phone,
&malil, social networking
Websites and letters.

Parsons was an American functionalist writer who examined family life in the 1950s. He m.mm:ma
that there are two basic functions of the family that are found in every society. These are the primary
socialization of children and the stabilization of human personalities.

The primary socialization of children . . o o
Parsons (1951) sees primary socialization as involving the learning and internalization of society’s

culture, such as the language, history and values of a society. He argues that society would cease to
exist if the new generation were not socialized into accepting society’s basic norms and values. In
his view, this socialization in the family is so powerful that society’s culture actually becomes part
of the individual’s personality — people are moulded in terms of the central values of the .o.EEB
and act in certain ways almost without thinking about it. Parsons 52@68 argues Em.m families are
factories producing human personalities, and only the family can provide the emotional warmth

and security to achieve this.

The stabilization of human personalities .
In industrial societies, the need for work and money, the lack of power and independence com-

bined with boredom at work, the pressure to achieve success and support the mmn.m.m% all threaten to
destabilize personalities. Parsons suggests the family helps to stabilize personalities by the sexual
division of labour, in the family. .

In Parsons’s view, women have an expressive role, in the family, providing warmth, m..mocngmmm
emotional support to their children and male partner. The male partner carries out an _=mﬁ_.._¢3mj-
tal role as family breadwinner, which leads to stress and anxiety and m:mmﬁ.mn._m to destabilize his
personality. However, the wife’s expressive role relieves this tension by providing love and c.bmmH-
standing: the sexual division of labour into expressive and instrumental roles therefore contributes

to the stabilization of human personalities.

The fit between the nuclear family and contemporary society

Writers like Parsons, Young and Willmott (1973) and Fletcher (1966) have mzmmmmﬁma.gmﬁ the o_m.mmwo
extended family, has largely disappeared in modern society, and the structurally :...o_mﬁma.V U:<m~-
ized nuclear family, or some form of modified extended family, has emerged as the main family
form in contemporary British society. -

The privatized nuclear family is a self-contained, self-reliant and _uoBm,o.mEHmm EE., with wm.m
time spent doing jobs around the house, and leisure time mainly spent with the family. H.: this
isolated privatized family, family members will often know more, and care more, about the _Emm. of
media soap stars, celebrities and computer game heroes than they do about the real people .s%,o rﬁw
in their street. This privatized nuclear family has been called by Parsons the ‘structurally isolated

Is the nuclear family
the typical shape of
the contemporary
family?
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exploitative institution. They see life in families smothering the development of individuality,
leading to unquestioning obedience to authority in later life, and contributing to the mental
illness of schizophrenia. Feminist writers are particularly critical of the functionalist view for
playing down the ‘darker side’ of family life, including the domestic violence and child abuse
that goes on there. This is discussed in more detail in Topics 3 and 4 (see pages 330-2 and
339-41).

Other criticisms of the functionalist view are considered below.

The case against the functionalist view that the family has lost its functions

Fletcher (1966) 50 years ago denied that the family had lost many of its functions in contemporary
society, and what he said then is still applicable today. He suggested that in pre-industrial and early
industrial society poverty meant functions such as welfare, education or recreation were often not
carried out. Children were frequently neglected, and male peasants often cared more about their
animals than about their wives. Fletcher argues that the family now has more, not fewer, respon-
sibilities (functions) placed on it. For example, the health and welfare functions of the family have
been strengthened by the welfare state, and parents today are more preoccupied with their chil-
dren’s health, and retain responsibility for diagnosis of minor illness and referral to doctors and
other welfare state agencies. Social services departments, with their powers to intervene in families
if children are neglected or abused, have increased the responsibilities on parents, not reduced
them.

Fletcher says that the family plays an important economic role as a unit of consumption. The
modern family is particularly concerned with raising its living standards and keeping up with the
neighbours through buying a whole host of goods targeted at family consumers, such as large-
screen TVs, home media and broadband packages, music systems, computers and computer games
and holidays abroad. Marxists see this pressure to purchase consumer goods as a means of motivat-
ing workers in boring, unfulfilling jobs.

Feminist writers see the modern family as a unit of production, since women’s unpaid
domestic labour, (housework and childcare) produces a wide range of goods and services in the
family which would prove very expensive if they were provided and paid for outside the family.

The discussion of what the traditional functions of the family were, how these have changed and
the extent to which the family has lost its functions is outlined in table 5.2.

Table 5.2 Traditional functions of the family and how they have changed

Traditional functions of the family How they have changed

Domestic labour
is unpaid housework,
including cooking,
cleaning, childcare and
looking after the sickang
elderly.

® Reproduction of the population — the
reproduction and nurturing of children. Having
children was often seen as the main reason
for marriage, as a means of passing on family
property and providing a future workforce.

alongside and outside marriage.

® Before industrialization and the growth of ®
factory production in Britain, the family was a
unit of production. This means that the family
home was also the workplace, and the family
produced most of the goods necessary for its
own survival. Children would learn the skills
needed for working life from their parents,
and the family ascribed the occupational roles
and status of adults. In other words, children

generally followed in their parents’ footsteps. achieved by individual merit.

® The family and kinship network traditionally e
played a major role in maintaining and caring
for dependent children — that is, those who
were still unable to look after themselves.

e e e e e

® In Britain since the 1970, there has been a steady increase
in the reproduction of children and sexual relations before,

Since the early nineteenth century in Britain, work has moved
outside the home to factories and offices (with the exception

of housework / domestic labour). Families no longer generally
produce the goods they need — they go out to work for wages so
they can buy them. The skills required for adult working life are
no longer leamnt in the family but at the place of work, at colleges
and universities or on government-supported job training
schemes. Occupational roles and status in society are less likely
to be ascribed by the kinship network, and more likely to be

The modern nuclear family is less dependent on relatives for
help and assistance with maintaining and caring for children.
State welfare services, like the National Health Service, social
services departments, including social workers working with
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A le 5.2 (continued)

f the family How they have changed

-~

The family provided
for the young, the o

during periods of illness, unemployment and
other crises. Poverty often meant poor health
and poor healthcare.

recruits first leamn th

of the culture of the society they will grow up
in. For example, it is in the family that children
first learn the difference between what is seen

as right and wrong,

and the acceptance of parental and other adult

authority.

e The family used to
of education for yo
Before compulsory

the state in Britain from 1880, many children

from working-class
educated by today

rates were extremely high. o]

The primary socialization and social control
of children. The family is where society’s new

families, and a range of welfare benefits, ._U_Cm various pre- and
after-school clubs, playgroups and nurseries all help parents to
maintain their children.

This has become shared with the welfare state through the
NHS and the social services. Homes for the elderly, hospitals,
welfare clinics, GPs, state pensions, Jobseeker's Allowance and
other unemployment benefits and income support reduce the
dependence on kin for money and support.

e The family still retains the major responsibility for the socialization
and social control of young children, but the increase in the
number of children’s centres, childminders, Em-mn.:oo_m m:.n_
playgroups, and free nursery or pre-school education or n.s_._anmﬁm
for 15 hours a week for 3- and 4-year-olds has meant this is no
longer restricted to the family. The state educational system now
helps the family with the socialization of Mnroo_-mmm children, and
the media also play an important socializing role.

most of the help and care ®
Id, the sick, and the poor

e basic values and norms

good and bad behaviour,

The education of children has been mainly taken over by the
state, and is now primarily the responsibility of professional
teachers rather than parents. All young people between the
ages of 5 and 16 (age 17 from 2013, age 18 from 201 5) now
have by law to attend school or college or be in some form of
training. However, the family continues to play an important
cializing and supporting role in preparing a child for schoal,
and encouraging and supporting her or him while at school. The
family still has a major effect on a child's level of educational

achievement.

be one of the only sources @
ung people in Britain.
schooling was provided by

families were very poorly
s standards, and illiteracy

1 To what extent do you consider the family has lost its functions? Examine the arguments in table
5.2 and on pages 2734, weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of each argument and reach a

conclusion. (This is evaluation.) D20
2 Do you think the welfare state has placed more or fewer demands on the family? Give reasons for

Ver. .
3 MMMVM”MS newspaper or magazine advertising. Can you find any evidence that the image of k
family life presented in advertising is used as a way of vm&:ma_:m vmo_u._m 6 buy noz.w_:_,:m_m goods
— for example, by making it appear that buying goods will lead to happier lives, or wi make -
children feel more cared for? If you're in a group, collect or record some adverts and discuss them

in your group. : & : .
4 Uo<<o: have any evidence, from your own experience, of families buying goods to keep up with

/ the neighbours? If so, why do you think they do this? k

Has the extended family disappeared?

While the functionalists are broadly correct in their view that the .Dcﬁm.wma. family mﬁ. oouﬁwammﬁmw.%
society, and it is true that many families with dependent children i Britain today Em.bco mwpc Wm
lies, we must not assume that just because family members may live mwumﬁ mmomﬂﬁgo&? ks
with kin are severed and destroyed. Kin beyond the nuclear mmH.EHE still play an :dmOﬂmHmM @mﬁﬂ in
the lives of many families, and it is more realistic to talk of a Bo&mmg mﬁmb&wa mmgq Mm NMH QMM
the structurally isolated nuclear family as the most common family form. This modified exten
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THE FAMILY, SOCIAL CONTROL AND SURVEILLANCE

Another way the family exercises ideological control is derived from Foucault's idea of surveillance.
Foucault (1991) developed the concept of surveillance — the state keeping an eye on you — to
describe how the state can exercise social control over people. Surveillance is traditionally asso-
ciated with external pressure, through social institutions like the criminal justice system, the
media and the education system which watch over people to encourage them, through force and
persuasion, to conform to social norms, such as what proper family life and good parenting should
be like. However, in postmodern societies, Foucault sees this surveillance as internalized — people
come to accept the norms of behaviour as their own, and follow them because they think it is in
their interests to do so. They then exercise self-surveillance, and police their own behaviour. Social
institutions no longer need to enforce social control over how people behave because they do it
themselves as they constantly monitor and keep an eye on their own behaviour.

Henderson et al. (2010) applied Foucault’s concept of surveillance to the family and mother-
hood. They suggest that conformity to social norms relating to family life, such as those presented
in the media, or by social workers, is established as mothers exercise surveillance over themselves
and one another informally, as they observe, talk to, criticize, judge and reproach themselves and
one another about parenting styles, about what products to buy for their children, child discipline,
access to computer games, the internet and television, diet and so on. Henderson et al. found that
this self-surveillance was often accomplished and accompanied by guilt if mothers were not living
up to their own self-imposed parenting expectations.

This process of self-surveillance was confirmed in a Netmums survey of 5,000 mothers in 2011.
This found mothers were under so much pressure — from both themselves and other mothers - to
appear like perfect parents and to give a good impression of themselves that they covered up or lied
about things like how much television their children watched, what they cooked for their families
and how much ‘quality time’ they spent playing with and talking to their children.

This process of self-surveillance establishes a self-imposed pattern of conformity to the accepted
norms of family life, and is another means by which the family can operate as an agency of social
control. For functionalists, this is seen as part of a desirable process of ensuring social stability
and conformity, but for Marxists and feminists it is seen as repressive, promoting submission and
conformity in an unequal society, and exploitative, especially for women whose guilt underpins it.

)

FEMINIST PERSPECTIVES ON THE FAMILY

In recent years, feminist approaches have probably had more influence on the study of the family
than any other perspective, and they have been extremely valuable in introducing new areas into
the study of the family, such as housework and its contribution to the economy; domestic violence;
the negative effects of family life on women’s careers in paid employment; and the continuing
inequality between men and women in the family. These themes are explored further elsewhere in
this chapter.

Feminist perspectives emphasize the harmful effects of family life upon women, and the role of
the family in the continuing oppression of women. They provide a healthy antidote to functionalist
and New Right accounts, which tend to emphasize the “functional’ aspects of the family and down-
play the negative side of family life. For feminists, the family and marriage are major sources of
female oppression and gender inequalities in society — whether we examine housework, childcare,
power and authority or women’s employment outside the home.

Themes in feminist analysis of the family

®  Thefamily as a place of work. Feminist writers were among the first to state that housework is
work - as real as waged work outside the home. Housework and childcare in the family, which
are mainly performed by women, are unpaid, and not really recognized as work at all. Men
are often the ones who gain from this, as it is they who have their meals cooked, their children
looked after and their homes kept clean by women’s work. Oakley (1974) has emphasized that
housework is hard, routine and unrewarding (both personally and in a financial sense), and

B e ——————— s s

mmaima emphasize
that housework

igunpaid 1abou’-

fwomen ironed
clothes, cooked and

cleaned for oﬁ:m.wa
outside the ﬁmS_J\.
they would be paid
for it, put in the
£amily they are not

housework remains the primary responsibility of women, though men might sometimes help.

This will be examined later in this chapter. . N
The myth of the ‘symmetrical family’. Feminists attack the uoﬂon. (put mo.gﬁa oE.mEmE\ by
Young and Willmott in The Symmetrical Family (1973)) that there is growing m@ﬁ.@g Umdm\mm:
partners in the family. These issues are discussed later in this chapter, but feminists emphasize

Asymmetrical family
is one in which the roles
of husband and wife

kbl 0 perform most housework and childcare tasks.

. , . i i sare
W%:mmmiwm wﬁwz“c_wm O make sacrifices to buy the children clothes, and to make sure other family member

itis still mainly women who:

properly fed. o .
O areless likely to make the most important decisions in the family.

are more likely to give up paid work, or suffer from lost or restricted job opportunities, as

they are expected to look after children, the old, the sick, and male partners. Z.mb% EoBmm

now work both outside the home in paid employment and inside the home doing domestic
j i artner’s one.

labour. In effect, they have two jobs to their male p .

The greater dependency of women on men's earnings, as the average pay of women isonly mWMUE

85 per cent of that of men, largely linked to women’s traditional roles as housewife and mother

in the family. o . .
Domestic violence—women are far more likely than men to be the victims of serious domestic

violence.

. : e . ith
Liberal feminism Liberal feminism recognizes that wormen s position in En&?ﬁbﬁmﬁo "
women taking on the major resp onsibility for housework and childcare, omﬁw E:B.M. <mnwm<<oBm:

i i on o
i h. They believe the best way to improve the positl

on their power, careers and healt tw ion of wome?
i i iety i - sures within the present system tha
in the family and society is through reform .Emm ; : ove s
forms of discrimination to establish equality of opportunity for women sEr EWHM mﬁw o
them to make free choices between motherhood, a career or a combination of both.

measures include:
. : ) . ; ers
® changing socialization and parenting practices, to avoid the gender stereotyping which ste

women into the housewife-mother role. o . .
® establishing and asserting the legal rights of women as individuals, with laws to establish equal

pay and stop sex discrimination, such as the Equal Pay Act (1970), the Sex Discrimination Act
(1975) and the Equality Act (2010).
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Functionalism

Table 5.3 Sociological perspectives on the family

Marxist feminism

Radical feminism

The family meets the needs of society
by socializing children into shared norms
and values, leading to social harmony
and stability

The family is a social institution providing
security for the conception, birth and
nurture of new members of society

The sexual division of labour in the family,
with men performing instrumental roles
and women performing expressive roles,
stabilizes adult personalities and thereby
helps to maintain a stable society

The family meets the needs of
capitalism by socializing children into
ruling class norms and values (the
ruling class ideology), leading to a
submissive and obedient workforce,
with false consciousness, and stability
for capitalism

The family is a social institution
responsible for the reproduction of
labour power for capitalism

The male’s instrumental role as wage
earmer maintains the family, pays for
the reproduction of labour power and
acts as a strong control on workers'
behaviour in the workplace thereby
helping to maintain the stability of an
unequal, exploitative capitalist society

The family meets the :m:._#

patriarchy by socializing
into traditional gender rc
with men as ‘breadwinners’ ang
women having responsibility for
housework and childcare

The family is a social institition
responsible for the reproduiction
of unequal roles for women and
men

The sexual division of labour in
the family exploits women, since
their responsibilities for domestic
labour and childcare are unpaid,
undermine their position in

paid employment and increase
dependency on men. It thereby
maintains an unequal patriarchal
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society

The family is a supportive and generally

. The family is an oppressive institution
harmonious and happy sodial institution o

that stunts the development of
human personalities and individuality.
There is a 'dark side’ to family life that
functionalist accounts play down

by politicians and social policymakers as a threat to the family and something to worry about, as
.m:m%oi networks are weakened, and individuals face growing insecurity, uncertainty and mEm,mQ
in their lives. )

Postmodernists see these changes as simply reflecting individuals making their consumer
choices. Individuals pick and choose and ‘mix and match’ relationships as it suits them, and change
these over a period of time — just like buying goods in a supermarket and going to another one if
the quality and price aren’t right. The rise of alternative family units, cohabitation, multiple part-
ners and more diversity in sexual relationships, with greater tolerance of homosexuality, make the
notion of the traditional family as a social institution redundant, as it has been Hmw_momn_.c% ahuge

range of ever-changing personal relationships and household arrangements in which people are
choosing to live.
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Politics, social policy m:a?m wm:,_:w.

Umvmﬁmm over family life have become a major feature of politics in Britain. Politicians of all the
Bm_.oH parties have expressed similar views on the importance of the family, seeing it as one of
.monaxm central and most important institutions, as the bedrock of a strong society, social stabil-
ity wza security for children, and encouraging support for and strengthening of family units. The
ﬁ.o:mo& parties often blame family breakdown for wider social problems, such as teenage pregnan-
cies, sexual promiscuity, educational failure, welfare dependency, poverty, drug abuse, and crime
and delinquency. Despite a changing world where a majority of the population no longer lives in
families, or families with dependent children, family life still seems to be central to the thinking of
the major political parties.
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The family is an oppressive
institution that benefits men and
oppresses and exploits women,
There is a ‘dark side’ to fami
that includes violence and abuse
against women and children
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Refer to pages 270-82 and table 5.3 and to the following statements, and classify
each one as nearly as possible as functionalist, New Right, traditional Marxist, Marxist
feminist, liberal feminist or radical feminist. Give a brief justification of your reasons in each case.

1 The family is a socially useful and happy institution providing the best context for bringing up
children.

2 The family is an important institution because of its contribution to maintaining social stability.

3 The family is a patriarchal and unequal institution controlled by and for men.

4 Children are socialized by the family and other institutions to conform to the dominant ideology.

5 Only the family provides the warmth, security and emotional support necessary to keep society
stable.

6 Patterns of obedience laid down in the family form the basis for acceptance of the hierarchy of
power and control in capitalist society.

7 Women's role in the family is to do housework, to care for children, the sick and the elderly, and
to flatter, excuse, sympathize with and pay attention to men. This often disadvantages women in
many aspects of their lives.

8 The family always benefits either men or capitalism.

9 It is important to make further progress in the sharing of housework and childcare by men and
women to remove the disadvantages that many women face in the home and paid employment.

10 The image of the caring and loving family ignores the violence against women and the sexual
crimes, like rape within marriage, which go on there.

11 The family exists primarily to pass on private property from one generation to the next, and to
prepare a submissive and obedient workforce.

12 The family is an important institution in maintaining male power.

13 Marriage is perhaps the best antidote to the celebrity, self-obsessed culture we live in, for it is
about understanding that our true value is lastingly expressed through the lives of others we
commit to.

14 When wives play their traditional role as ‘takers of shit', they often absorb their husbands’ anger
and frustration at their own powerlessness and oppression in the world of work, and stop
rebellion in the workplace.

15 Families are factories producing stable human personalities.

16 It is highly unlikely that any society will find an adequate substitute to take over the functions of
the nuclear family.

17 Policies like equal pay and anti-discrimination laws, improved educational opportunities and
paid maternity leave have improved women's prospects in paid employment, giving them the
confidence and encouraging them to assert their demands for equal treatment with men in all
their personal, family and workplace relationships. This has led to much improved and more
equal relationships between men and women in all spheres of life.

18 Women's unpaid domestic labour reproduces the workforce at no cost to the capitalist.

19 Family breakdown is not only damaging for individuals, it also imposes incredibly high financial
and social costs on society as a whole. The government should encourage couples to make a
commitment through marriage by offering financial support to those who choose to do so.

20 Social policy should aim to remove laws and traditions that discriminate against women who
take time out of paid employment to raise children; women should be placed on an equal

/ footing with men, through measures such as cheaper and greater availability of childcare. K







