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Methods in context question: applying your

knowledge and understanding of sociological

research methods to the study of a particular

issue in education e e AT

R
ety e

Pupils

gi;rzzzlgi‘{:s C"Ln b? ei.Plah?ec,I in terms of the problem of the researcher

example, pupils ;5:3 If: ml v Iz:he PuPll. so that data may lack validity. For

or paIen’tal SP PRI RR e their true feelings on teacher labelling
upport in an interview as they may be afraid that this will get back

to teachers or their parents. They may give socially desirable answers as they do

not want to be put in a detention or be grounded! The language used in primary -

methods such as questionnaires and interviews will need to be kept simple and

‘student friendly’ in order to obtain valid data. For example, younger students may

have problems understanding complex questions and sociological concepts such

as cultural deprivation. For the Hawthorne effect and observations of lessons

students could either behave better than usual to get on their teacher’s good side’

or be more disruptive so they can get a teacher they dislike into ‘trouble’. Develop

points by comparing how different students may prefer different types of methods.

An interview may be easier than a self-complete questionnaire for a student with

learning, difficulties so that more valid data is obtained. Practical issues such as the

questionnaires being too long may mean that pupils get bored or do not want to fill

them in if they have to be completed out of lesson time. In terms of ethical issues,

pupils are a vulnerable group so as well as needing parental consent there is the issue

of whether they are mature enough to give informed consent. Will Year 5 pupils really

understand the purpose of the research even if it is explained to them? Sociologists

will also need to be mindful of causing harm such as the potential negative impact on

pupils’ education. For example, pupils involved in an interview are likely to be missing

out on lesson time at the very least. '

Teachers

In a similar way, teachers may see the researcher as ‘Ofsted in disguise’ so this raises
the theoretical problem that responses may Jack validity. Teachers may be afraid of
Josing their job if they give honest answers in interviews or questionnaires on issues
such as racism in schools. Again, with lesson observations ex lain how the Hawthorne
effect may come into play. Teachers who are knowingly sexist will not want to display
their usual unfair treatment towards female students as they will be concerned that
this will get back to their head teacher. There are several practical issues that can be
discussed in researching teachers such as timetable constraints and teachers being
toverworked and busy people’ These factors may make it difficult for a researcher

to arrange an interview or get a good response rate from a questionnaire. In terms

of observations, teachers may be reluctant to allow the researcher access to ‘their
classroom’ and have the additional task of providing the researcher with a lesson plan.

Parents

It is possible that parents may se¢ the researcher as just another teacher or even
social worker in disguise’, again Jeading to theoretical issues. Their responses to
questionnaires and interviews may lack validity due to them not wanting to be seen
as a ‘bad parent’. The biggest practical problem with researching parents is access,
as they are not usually in school! A good research opportunity for sociologists is a
parents’ evening. However, as middle-class parents are more likely to attend, the
sample may not be representative. Even if they attend, working-class parents who
possess ‘anti-schoo!’ attitudes may be reluctant to participate in an interview or
open up if they see the researcher as middle class. In addition, parents from ethnic
minority backgrounds may have language barriers which may affect the validity

s Of TESDODSES.



Schools

One of the main problems facing a sociologist when studying schools is the practical
issue of access. Consent needs to be obtained from gatekeepers such as the head
teacher or school governors for the research to go ahead. Even if this is achieved,
head teachers may deny access to certain areas of the school or certain times of

the year such as during exams. Researchers may not be allowed to observe teachers
perceived by head teachers as ‘poor’ as they may be concerned that this may reflect
badly on the image of the school. However, once access is gained, sociologists have
the major practical strength of having a captive andience and having a ready-made
sample stratified by year groups. Pupils are used to filling out questionnaires and as
they feel they will get in trouble if they do not complete them, a high response rate
can be obtained. Group interviews can be arranged relatively easily but schools are
busy places and there may be problems with finding classrooms to use for interviews.
In terms of documents and official statistics, there is a wide range of information
available. Schools have to provide certain information by law, such as on attendance,
and statistics such as exam results and documents like Ofsted reports are in the
public domain and easily available via the internet. However, schools have a duty of
care towards their pupils and access to documentation such as school reports may be
denied. Theoretical problems of lack of validity can be applied to education statistics,
such as schools manipulating truancy rates in order to boost their position in the
‘education market’.

If the question is on a secondary method rather than a primary one, do not panic! You
can use some of the points that refer to primary methods and discuss how official
statistics and documents do not have these problems. For example, sociologists using
official statistics do not have go through the problems of access and gatekeepers, as
they are secondary data and in the public domain.
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you a lot of clues about what you can write.
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xample 1

le of an Item with a question. As you can see, the ltem gives

Year L
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This means that you need to
{ake at least one idea or a
concept from the ltem and
use it in your answer.

in lots of your own knowledge
of methodological studies
and concepts.

This means that you need to go
further than the Item and bring

To ‘evaluate’ means to consider various views on
something. In this case, consider if there are more
strengths or weaknesses of interviewing when
investigating labelling. in other words, is this a suitable
method for this topic?

| Question
Applying material {r

om Item C and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate
the strengths and limitations of using interviews to investigate labelling.

(20 marks]

/

A\

You need to discuss a range of advantages of interviews and also

arange of disadvantages with this method in relation to the specific
mount of

topic. Try to provide a balanced view and give roughly the same a
strengths as limitations.

This is probably the most important part

of the question; it is asking you to apply
every single strength and limitation of using
interviews to the topic of labelling.

consider

e —

You need to explain

that labels vary; in A limitation: if
other words, it is not teachers are not Highin validirﬂ Define unstructured
always a negative always aware of — explain that this interviews as a qualitative
process. You might like the judgements Make sure that is a strength of research method, favoured @
to point out here which that they make you explain unstructured by interpretivists, in which a
students are often of students they what labelling interviews: they a series of open-ended o
likely to be labelled may not reveal is, to attach are likely to questions are asked ina :_:'_‘
positively, such as them inan meaning to result in truthful relaxed, conversation-like e
middle-class students. interview. behaviour. responses. J approach.

L G-

fisciously or subconsciously label students,
positively or negatively, and this leads them to raise or
lower their expectations of the students. This may result
in a number of responses, with some students accepting
their labels while others reject them. Negafively labelled
students may include working-class seddents, stufients
from some ethnic groups and bo Wwho as a result of
their labelling may be placed I

One way of investigating belling is using unstructured
interviews. These are high in validity and have the further
advantage of allowing the researcher to build a trusting
relationship with the respondent. However, unst ctured
interviews are generally very time consuming and|can

be hard to write up without re aling the identity f the
person befng interviewed.
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Explain that
this can lead
to a self-
fulfilling

prophecy.

Fuller (1984] found that not all students
accept their labels. In fact the black
African-Caribbean girls that Fuller
studied actively rejected their negative
labels and went on to achieve good
results. Where students do accept their
label, they may internalise the label and
live up to it, a process known as a self-

fulfilling prophecy.

\

An ethical This is another A rapport
issue: limitation; can be built
unstructured unstructured between the
interviews interviews researcher
might reveal are very time and the
the identity consuming. respondent.
of the
person being
researched
as they are so
\ detailed.



. education

3 Methods in context

Thinking about Example 1

You could devise 2 quick comparison of strengths and weaknesses 10 help you

with your planning:

STRENGTHS

@ A positive rapport is created
between the interviewer
and student.

@ This method creates valid data.

@ Researcher can ask detailed
questions about labelling:

@ Allowsnew or unexpected findings
1o be uncoverea.

@ Allows the researcher to explore
student’s feelings in more depth.

@ Enables the interviewer to observe
body language of respondent.

e Enables the researcher 10
operationahse complex CONCEPLS =
e.g, labelling,

@ Allows researcher 0 explain
difficult questions-

from the student if they feel that

labelling issues.

Decide if on balance the method has more strengths oF weaknesses. Perhaps

WEAKNESSES

® Considerable skill is required 10
conduct ant unsu"ucmred interview
_ especially 25 ipterviewer is asking
ersonal and challenging questions
about negative labelling,

@ Hardto conceal identity of student
or teacher when writing up the
results.

e The research could have negative
impact on teacher of student.

@ Very time consuming — especially
during the busy school day.

@ Teacher and students may feel
uncomfortable.

@ Students may find it difficult to talk B8
{0 an adult researcher about feeling + |
negatively 1abelled if they se€ the

researcher as an authority figure. &

.

-
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suggest another method that might be better if investigating labelling, sucha &

observation. giving 2 reason why.
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Example 2

Ptpplﬁ'u\ﬁ materod fen Heo 8 ond Jour unowledse
cF reseorcin Mexncas, evolasate kg shengidns
and imitohons of using souchuted thhiwies to

O veshgode ne. ca\e ¢k porents pupUs’ achenenent

litem e §

Investigating the role of parents in pupils’ achievement
Evidence suggests that there is a close correlation between parental involvement
and pupils’ achievement. Sociologists have identified a range of cultural and
material factors such as attitudes to .s'thdpl-.and.-differ&h_c’es; in parents’ income
levels. In relation to class and ethnic differences, the language spoken inthe
horme and access to educational resources may affect pupils’ achievement.
structured interviews can be carried out relatively easily using a large number

of students and teachers. The fipdingscanuélso,be used in order to-establish
patterns and trends in ach?éVemi_ent-in' relation to factors such as how rmuch
support parents give. However, there may be _practical‘préblbrﬁ‘s.in gaining access
and some parents may feel that questions are too personal and thatthey are
being judged. - :

06 Structured interviews (s1) are when a list of pre-prepared questions,
usually closed, are read out to the respondent by a trained interviewer.
Positivists would prefer to use 5is as they are reliable due to using ,
standardised questions. They would argue that the guantitative data gained

" from the pre~coded guestions could be used to test @ hypothesis such as
whether material deprivation causes working-class underachievement.
Interpretivists, however, would argue that S lacked validity. In the case
of investigating the role of parents they would argue that unstructured
interviews would be a much better method to use to gain verstehen
on parents’, teachers’ and pupils’ opinions on how this can influence
underachievement.

As they are notin school parents would be more difficult to access.
However, they may be more willing to take part in a Sl at a parents’ evening
if the researcher can guarantee that it wilt only take a few minutes. This
relates to another advantage of Sl that it may have a higher response rate
than questionnaires sent through the post as it is more difficult to refuse as
it's face to face. A parent may be more willing to take partinan interview
at a parents’ evening as they may want to give the impression that they are
concerned about their child’s education. The issue that parents would not
want to be seen as a ‘bad parent’ina Sl could however leadto a theoretical
problem of lack of validity in terms of the support they give. Parents might
not want to admit that they are not very involved in helping their chitd or
that they don't have time to support them. As a result socially desirable
answers may be given such as saying that they spend two hours 2 night
helping with homework when in fact they have to work a night shift intheir

factory job.

©



Interpretivists would also argue that S lack validity due to their inflexible
nature and the imposition problem, The researcher has decided what is
important in terms of the parents’ role in achievement in advance and this
may not coincide with what the interviewee may think. For example, the
set questions asked may not reflect the parents’ experiences of supporting
their child with school work but it is impossible for ther to raise an issue
such as the importance of their local Sure Start centre in developing their
parenting skills. Similarly, a teacher:will know more than the researcher
about internal factors in school such as student subcultures that influence
a pupil's achievement. Students may also see researchers as ‘teachers

in disguise’ so may not be willing to give valid answers in structured
interviews. The language used in the questions in the Sl would need to be
simple as students may struggle to understand sociological concepts.

" There are relatively few ethical issues with Sl as the participant can control
whether they want to answer. However, the researcher still needs to ensure
anonymity and abtain informed consent. As'well as obtaining consent from
parents the researcher will have to consider whether the students are
mature enough to understand what the research i5 about. It may be that
discussing sensitive issues such as how much support they get from their
parents may cause students harm. If the question in‘the Sl is about how
often their parentsgo to parents’ evenings they might be too embarrassed
and upset to tella researcher that the answer is never.

2ol20 Range of B€, T ana\ys
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Exomple 3

06 One of the main strengths for using structured interviews within schools
i that it is easy to quantify the results, 5o they are easy tounderstand
- and COmpare;.Quantifative datfa'is_ data that céyn be counted, as in the word
- quantity, and is used in questionnaires, and structured interviews. However,
structured interviews can be also qualitative, as the question couild be :
_open or closed. Closed questions have restricted yes/no categories,
so you cannot elaborate your answers, while-open guestions can have
long answers, with a lot of detail, and a more truthful view. Structured
interviews tend to be a favoured method of positivists. Positivists believe

that sociology can be studied as a science, with quantitative data.

® A reasonable start in terms of knowledge on the method but the candidate has
not followed the WWWE outlined in Template 1. No application of the method to
studying education or the topic of role of parents.

One of the main strengths is the high;fespon‘se'rates:'this is shown through
the study by Young and Willmott (1962), who used structured interviews

to research into the extended family in east London. Qut of 987 people
approached only 54 refused, This shows that it is harderto turndowna
face-to-face interviewer than, for example, a qﬂestionnaii‘e'thrm_igh the
post. Although this was a success in 1962, in today's society thereisa

‘greater reluctance to take partina structured interview in the street as

people are too busy.




@® The candidate makes a good point about structured interviews and response
rates but this is not applied to the question, Listing the ‘detail’ on studies is
generally nota good strategy and is not required for the Methods in context
guestion. This study does not even relate to education.

’. When .invest'igat.!'ng;_thé"irolern})f:‘p;ag;gﬁ{jg;':in: ﬁd‘p_us".achieyement, _'s_tru:turedf
 interviews are easy and quick to carry out and are therefore also.cheap.

Other methods,’_suéh.a's uﬂstructured interviews, can take a lot longerto
_doand you may only get a small group that is Tve'rtyj:‘ﬁreipr_e’sén‘tativgbf-the
topic. Questions within the st uc{tu‘t’eﬂ'inter,v,iéws;‘c]m;{td«in“clu‘dequéjstions; :

' on home language and 'ai:izééskié;éﬂ'@_{catidpal-‘-;:esaui'.cé_s'.

@ A good attempt at comparative analysis via the use of unstructured interviews;
however, there is still no application. The last sentence at first appears to be an
stternpt at application but is just copied from the item so does not score.

However, with struéturéd'ihtqrviéws. closed questiqns':might not presenta
true image of the parents’ involvement. Parents might be asked questions
that they feel are too personal, that they are,_being-jﬂ_dged. and may. give
talse data. Also, there may not be enough information within closed
questions to geta true representation ofa parent’s involvement. This

is a theoretical criticism that interpretivists would make of structured
interviews that the data gained lacks yalidity.

@ Again, the second sentence is just copied from the item! A strength, however, is
that the student has categorised the problem of lack of validity as theoretical and
located it within a methodological perspective by referring to interpretivism.

As the item suggests a major problem will be access. Permission from
gatekeepers such as the head teacher [to gain access ta the school) and
parents [to gain consent to speak to their children) would be required.
Teachers usually are very busy during the school day and researchers
would need to work around the teacher's timetable. Parents are also likely
to give socially desirable answers so their responses will not be valid.

@ The student has some good examples of application to the research
characteristics of studying schools via reference to gatekeepers and timetable
constraints. However, these are listed rather than being developed and are not
linked into the topic of the role of parents. The last sentence does not score in
terms of application as socially desirable answers could be given by any group of
respondents. In order to gain marks for L3 application the candidate would need
to specifically explain why parents might give such answers in relation to their
role in their child’s achievement (see Student A's answerl.

‘ In conclusibh, str__u'cture'd ihter‘vilews—can'be'useful in_invg'stigating the role
|  ofparents in_pupils' achievements due fo the quantitative data that they
L gain. However, as interpretivists argue, this data lacks validity. !

@ While there is an attempt at a conclusion it is simply a recap of points already

made and therefore adds nothing to the response.

@ 13/20 marks awarded. Overall the student has outlined some reasonable
knowledge on the method and has some brief analysis and good use of theory.
There are some stated examples of L2 application on the context of studying
education. However, there is no L3 application on the topic of investigating the role
of parents in pupils’ achievements.

@ Total score: 34/60 marks =2 low grade C




Example l'_
Here is another example of a methods in context Itemn and question with some
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suggestions of how you might use the Item an
iime there is a student’s response Lo the questi

Define this concept: a lack
of the things that money can
buy, which results in poorer
educational achievement.

s el i S o

iz
{
3
4

d break the question down. This
on, with a commentary.

Limitation: this is referring
Strength: this means to interpretivists, who say
that trends and questionnaires on material
correlations can be deprivation would lack
uncovered. validity.

\

ltem C

' | educational achievement.

Y

Investigating the effects of material deprivation on

' | Some sociologists claim that material deprivation is the
main cause of educational underachievement. Some

|| | sociol@gists use questionnaires, given to students, in

order tb find out the effects of material deprivation,
claimir|g that they enable Jarge-scale research.
Questi¢nnaires are also useful becdtse it is possible

to identify the impact of different variables, such \ps class
and ethnicity.

However, questionnaires are criticised by some sociologists
who claim that they fail to uncover deeper meanings.

For example, they might not explain the causes of
material deprivation. Also, students might not be aware

of their parents’ income, meaning that the results may be

ina Ecurate :

\

|

|

There are also other
causes, such as
cultural deprivation.

Strength:

means greater

Limitation: again,
low validity.

representativeness.

| U0i23s

Bring in a study, concepts
and theoretical ideas.

Make sure you define
this concept.

N\ \

¢ Applying material fro
/ limitations of using questionnaires to inv

<
m Item C and your knowledge of research methgds, evaluate the strengths and
estigate the effects of material deprivation. {20 marks)
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Student A's answer

school results show that working-class students oo wot do as well as widdle-
slacs students. Sociologists argue that theve are MAWY reAsons for this, for
example, processes tn the cchool such as teachers Labelling working-class
students negatively), meaning that they are Less Likely to do well, as well as
cultural and waterial deprivation putstde the sehool. Aw exanmple of material
deprivation i< that students cannot afford school wniform and so they wmight
et bullied, leading them to miss school.

The student has correctly identified that there are many causes of class differences
in educational achievement. However, it fails to address the question, which is
about how to carry out research on the effects of material deprivation. It fails to
define material deprivation.

@uestionnaires are standardised sets of written questions that are sent by
post or cavried out electronically. They are usually) anonpmous and contain
closed questions with preset answers for the respondents to choose from. In
terme of investigating the effects of paaterial deprivation, questionnaires
ave useful because the ctudents dow't have to write their name on the
questionmaire and so they are private. They are also quite quick awd easy
for the researcher to analyse the results and identify the kinds of effects that
material deprivation has. Positivists would favour this method, arguing that
it i< high in reliability, which weans that if the researcher were to repeat the
vesearch they would get stmilar results.

This is a better paragraph because it links the method to the issue, as well as
identifying two strengths of questionnaires. The student also links questionnaires
to the positivist theoretical perspective.

uestionnaires have the strength of enabling the vesearcher to break doww all
of the different parts of the effects of material deprivation, and makes sure
that diet, poor housing and educationnl equipment are nvestigated. tt would
be havd to get this sort of detail using another meethod sweh as observation.

This is a good paragraph because it cOmPpares questionnaires to other methods and
also refers to specific types of effects of material deprivation; therefore it is making
the issue relevant to the method.

Ltowevey, there are a wuwnber of problems with using guestionnaires £ studyj the
effects of waterial dq:vi,vatiow, sweh as that they lack depth. RUESELONNALYES
do not give students the chanoe to express themselves L more detail about the
different effects of waterial deprivation. Students might Lie about the effects
of wmaterial Aeprivation because they art evabarrassed about thew; validity or
lack of truthfulness is @ problem. in questionnaires. There might also be a low
vespowse rate, MeR ning that the findings are ot VEPrESENtRtIVE.




This is a good paragraph as it connects the issue to the method. However, the
sudent could have suggested 2 method that would give the students greater
opportunities L0 eXpress themselves, such as unstructured interviews. Some
methodological concepts are well used here.

e method has the strength that it avoids the problem of bias found in other
methods; for example, in aw  aterview the interviewer might influence the
recpondent. (£ also avoids the social characteristics of the vesearcher affecting
the research. For example, A middle-class interviewer might make a working-
class student feel ntiidated or enbarrassed. HOWEVED the closed questions
in questionnaires do wot allow the respondent to develop their anewers and
{dens, and the questions could be biased or igwore other effects of material
deprivation that could be overlooked.

This paragraph is good because it compares questionnaires with interviews,
pointing out strengths and limitations of both, which are relevant to studying
material deprivation.

Finally gquestionnaires are ANDWYYAOUS and therefore move ethical thaw other
methods. They are velatively cheap and easy to collect. This means that there

caw be @ Lavger sanple.

This paragraph is referring to the method rather than the method in relation to
the specific issue. The srudent could have gone on here t0 develop these issues in
lation to the specific issue. For example, how might the researcher gain his or
her sample, or to point out that younger/less«able students might not be able to
read the questionnaire. The student might have referred to a study of education

* using questionnaires to demonstrate how larger samples can be used, for example

Caroline Benfield (2007) used a large sample of around 25,000 when she studied
women's pay following graduation.

1w conclusion, questionnaires are wseful for gaining data on the effeets of
wmaterial deprivation as they are easy to produce, cheap and guick. ttis possible
to operationalise the concept of material deprivation and, as mentioned in

the tem, icolate variables to work out what the possible effects are. However,

the results Lack meaning and may wot provide enough detail about the fill

effects felt by the respondents.
Itis good that the student has referred to the ltem here, and they use methods

concepts well. They could have used the Ttem more in their response, however, for
example where they discuss theoretical perspectives on questionnaires.

Overall comment

This response is accurate and focused on methods, however it tends to miss
opportunities to apply methods knowledge to the issue of material deprivation.
However this student does compare the strengths and weaknesses of
questionnaires with other methods. This answer lacks the kind of detail needed
for higher-level marks.
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1

3 Methods in context: education

~

Example &

In this example you need to read the Item, the question and Srudent B's answer,
Note carefully where Student B has demonstrated a range of skills. Next, you
need to suggest three ways in which you might improve this answer.

Interpretivists criticise
quantitative methods
for lacking validity.

Limitation: thisis a practical
problem, meaning the results
cannot be compared over time.

Strength: means they
are easy to access.

Using official statistics to investigatg truancy. However, some sociologists aTgue that official statistics

Officfal statistics on education arg widely available to i are less useful for understanding truancy as they do not ~

: . explain why students miss school. For example, some
public. However, there have beep changes L0 the ways in : ;

: , . students may have genuine health reasons for not being
which truancy 15 measured over time. The government

. - . 5 : at school while others may betchoosing to truant.
is currently focusing on persistent truants, introducing

penalties to parents ‘f there is a pattern of missing school

without a valid reason. Official statics can show the

-Lir—npact of such policies.

Bring in your own concepts
and an example of some
research that uses official
statistics.

Make sure you
provide examples of
both strengths and
weaknesses in balance.

Explain what truancy means
and make sure you say that
there are different reasons for
students missing school.

orriTrem C and your knowletge e-Fesa ch methods, evaluate

| Applying materia 7 )
Jimitations of using official statistics to investigate Lruancy- (20 marks]

{ the strengths and

Student B’s answer

official ctatistlcs are 4 seecondary form of quuwtitatlv’c data which, as the
(ke suggests, has the advantage of being publically available and freeto
access, whieh Ls praoti.oal, advantage. Truancy means where students take
time off school. official ctatistics inelude data on truancy fron. aLL sehoels
across the WIL, so the datd is high in representativeness. This malkes it possible
to geweralise about truancy) rates, and to fimd out at which age truancy s
wore of a problent. official statistios are favoured by positivists because they

ave Vigh in reliability.

mecearchers awd journalists often use officinl statistics to Lnvestigate
patterns and tremds, such as Anushia Asthana (2007) who carvied out
ctatistical analysis of exam results for girls at single-sex independent
cohools. tn terms of truancy, using statistics ean provide information on
the amount of truancy i different areas of the country, which could provide
quantitative information about truancy in different parts of the UK.




However, official statistics have the problent of Lacking meaning. This

weans that although the statistics will give details of the extent of truancy),
they do wot give the reasons for truaney. An interpretivist would criticise
official statistics, saying that they Lack meaning and do wot provide detail.
e advantage however is that official statistics take data on different

levels of truancy) in different types of schools, so it is possible to identify
different Levels of truancy in academies or primary schools for example. A
disadvantage of this is that official statistics do ot nclude private school
truancy figures. Also, there are different reasons for absence and these are
not explained in any detail in the statistics. 1t is also diffioult to know which
kinds of students are Likely to be truants so that possible solutions can be put
imto place to reduce the problem.

official statistics may change in the way that they are measured, as

referved to L teem C. vuntil vecently, there was little information ow truancy
vates in differet schools. This would make it very hard to be able to make
historical conparisons or to see changes over time. Schools might also record
informeation bncorrectly and this can Lead to further problems of validity) with
the data.

official statistics have the advantage of avoiding ethical issues, as they avold
deception or havwm, and so they are positive to use because of this. There are no
costs to using official statistics. However it would be interesting to follow up
the statistics, carvy ing out research to wnderstand the reasons for truancy ow
o emaller scale. lnterviews, for example, might give more detailed information
abowt whyy individuals do not attend school.

Example 6

In this final example of a methods in context question, you are expected to plan
and write your OwWn answer.

ltem C

Using observation to investigate student subcultures. However, participant observation can be problematic

as adult researchers are going to have problems gaining
access to and participating in student subcultures. This
could be due to the differences in age and possibly social
class and ethnic group.

Swudent subcultures can tell sociologists 2 lot about
sudents’ attitudes towards education. A subculture is

a smaller group with values which are different to the
wider group. These can be pro-school or anti-school.
Observation can be a very useful way of understanding
subcultures, as it means that you can see how these
groups operate in 2 naturalistic setting.

Applying material from Item C and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate the
strengths and limitations of using observation Lo investigate student subcultures. (20 marks)
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