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PHILOSOPHY 
Unit 1   Epistemology and Philosophy of Religion 
 
 

Thursday 19 May 2016 Afternoon Time allowed: 3 hours 
 
Materials 
You will need no other materials. 

 
Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page. 
• Answer all questions. 
• You must answer the questions in the spaces provided. Do not write outside the box  

around each page or in the blank pages. 
• Do all rough work in this book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked. 
 
Information 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 80. 
• In questions carrying 15 marks, you will be marked on your ability to: 

– use good English 
– organise information clearly 
– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 
Answer all these questions in continuous prose.

  

Please write clearly in block capitals. 
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Section A – Epistemology 
 

Answer all questions in this section. 

 
1 What is the tripartite view of propositional knowledge?   

[2 marks]   
   

   

   

   

 
 
2 Explain the empiricist distinction between simple and complex concepts. 

[5 marks]   
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3 Outline Descartes’ ‘evil deceiver’ argument and explain what he then says about his 

knowledge of his own existence.   
[9 marks] 
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4 Outline Berkeley’s idealism and explain how it could lead to solipsism.   

[9 marks]   
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5 Are direct realists right to claim that the immediate objects of perception are  

mind-independent? 
[15 marks] 
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Section B – Philosophy of Religion 
 

Answer all questions in this section. 
 
 

6 What does it mean to claim that God is eternal? 
[2 marks]   

   

   

   

   

 
 
7 Outline Descartes’ version of the ontological argument.  

[5 marks]   
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8 Explain Mitchell’s view of religious language and how he uses his ‘Partisan’ story to 

illustrate this.  
[9 marks] 
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9 Outline and explain Swinburne’s version of the argument from design. 

[9 marks]   
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10 Does the existence of evil mean that an omnipotent, omniscient and supremely good 

God does not exist?  
[15 marks] 
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There are no questions printed on this page 
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DO  NOT  WRITE  ON  THIS  PAGE 
ANSWER  IN  THE  SPACES  PROVIDED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Copyright Information  
For confidentiality purposes, from the November 2015 examination series, acknowledgements of third party copyright material will be published in a 
separate booklet rather than including them on the examination paper or support materials.  This booklet is published after each examination series 
and is available for free download from www.aqa.org.uk after the live examination series.  
Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.  In some cases, efforts to contact copyright-holders may have been 
unsuccessful and AQA will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgements.  If you have any queries please contact the Copyright Team, 
AQA, Stag Hill House, Guildford, GU2 7XJ. 
Copyright © 2016 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 


