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The Crusades 1071-1204

Get to grips with assessing

the importance of factors by
completing Worksheet 26

at www.hoddereducation.
co.uk/accesstohistory/extrasj

' SOURCE QUESTION
How similar were the
characteristics admired by
Muslims and Christians as

described in Source A?

lord while out hunting near his remaining stronghold of Tel Bashir. The lord
knew that Nur ad-Din would pay a good price for the prisoner. Joscelin IT was
handed over and would later die in prison in Aleppo.

Nur ad-Din was also able to take control of Damascus in 1154. Until Nur ad-Din
took over, there had been cooperation between the Franks and the Muslims in
Damascus, but Nur ad-Din’s views on jihad meant this interaction was offensive
in his eyes. He persuaded a majority of the Damascenes to agree with him and
was allowed to take over the city. This meant that the two key cities of Damascus
and Aleppo were governed by the same man and shows how the disunity of

the Muslims, which had been so helpful to the early crusaders, was coming to
an end. Nur ad-Din married the daughter of the previous ruler of Damascus to
bolster his control there.

Jihad in practice

Nur ad-Din saw himself as a warrior for Islam. After recovering from a serious
illness, he made the pilgrimage to Mecca, the holy city of Islam, in 1157-8, and
in 1163 he suffered a rare defeat at the hands of the Franks in the Battle of al-
Bugqaia. These two experiences led him to a more austere way of life. He became
more closely linked to men of religion and pursued the higher form of jihad,
namely the purification of the soul, as well as the more worldly demand for the
renewal of holy war.

For Nur ad-Din, politics and religion were closely entwined, as, indeed, was the
case in much of Christendom. As a result, he was focused not only on the Franks
as enemies, but equally on the Shi‘ite Muslims, to whom he was also hostile.

He set up mosques and schools to promote Sunni beliefs and used poets and
writers to press the message home. He was famed as a lawgiver and held weekly
courts where he dispensed justice. He also provided bathhouses, hospitals and
orphanages for his people. Above all, he stressed the importance of Jerusalem as
a place of pilgrimage and the need to bring the sacred city back to the rule of the
faithful followers of the prophet. Source A gives one view of him.

Lfl'_ i
A description of Nur ad-Din written by Ibn al-Athir, quoted in Francesco
Gabrieli, editor, and E.J. Costello, translator, Arab Historians of the
Crusades, University of California Press, 1969, pp. 70-1.

Nur ad-Din was a tall, swarthy man with a beard but no moustache, a fine
forehead and a pleasant appearance enhanced by beautiful melting eyes. His
kingdom stretched far and wide and was even acknowledged in Medina and Mecca
... Among his virtues were austerity, piety and a knowledge of theology. His foo
and clothing and all his personal expenditure came out of income from properti
bought with his legal share of booty ... He had a good knowledge of Muslim law
but he was not a fanatic ... He would not permit the imposition of any illegal ta
anywhere in his domains, but abolished them all ... On the battlefield he had n
equal ... Among his public works he built walls for all the cities and fortresses of
Syria. He built the Great Mosque of Nur ad-Din at Mosul ... He honoured sch
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The Crusades 1071-1204

Antioch

The kings of Jerusalem held a traditional protectorate over the principalities in
Syria, so, on the death of Raymond in 1149, Baldwin III travelled north to rule
these areas and, perhaps, to escape from the control that his mother, Melisende,
still exerted over him. The situation in Antioch was further complicated by

the overlordship claimed by Manuel I and even more so by the problem of the

succession.

The problem of the succession

Constance (1128-63), Raymond’s widow, had inherited Antioch from her
father Bohemund II (1107/8-30). She had four young children, Maria (1145-82),
Philippa (1148-78), Bohemund (1148-1201) and Baldwin (died 1176), but the
Franks felt she needed the guidance of another husband. Constance begged

to differ. She claimed that none of those offered to her as possible mates was
worthy of her status, although William of Tyre maintained that it was her desire
to live a free and independent life which motivated her. Under the laws drawn
up later, but based on earlier practice, an heiress was to be given a choice of
three men as possible husbands and, if none of them was suitable, three more,
and if she refused them all, she could choose her own husband. Constance then
asked Manuel I for his advice as her overlord. Manuel I was pleased with this
opportunity to increase his influence in Antioch but he blundered. He sent his
brother-in-law John Roger (died after 1166) to woo her. John Roger was middle
aged and far less handsome than Raymond had been. Constance was not
impressed and remained unwed.

Council at Tripoli

In 1150 Baldwin III called a council to discuss what to do about the obstinate
Constance. It was attended by Baldwin III and by Melisende, although by then
they were on very bad terms. Also at the council was Hodierna (c.1110-¢1164),
Melisende’s sister, who was married to Raymond of Tripoli, but unhappy in the
relationship. The aunts tried to persuade Constance to do as she was told but
failed. They may not have tried all that hard, since neither had found marriage
especially rewarding. It could also be the case that no candidate had the backing
of both Baldwin III and Melisende, so Constance did not want to risk offending
one of them and so reducing the amount of support she could expect from
Jerusalem. Constance had some support from Aimery (died ¢.1196), the Patriarch
of Antioch. He probably felt that his own power would be diminished by the ‘

T

arrival of a new lord in Antioch.

Constance’s choice
In 1153 Constance made her own choice. This was Reynald of Chatillon (¢.1125~
87), a dashing adventurer with no money and no following. Baldwin III gave his
approval but Reynald proved to have little political ability. Aimery’s fears turned
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The Crusades 1071-1204

]

How powerful were the kings of Jerusalem?

Historians have argued both that the kings were and were not powerful. The
study of charters has revealed that the monarchy tried its best to dominate the
nobles. In the early years of the kingdom, the Crown made substantial grants of
land to the nobles, but, as time went on, much of this land reverted to the king.
Many nobles died, others were bankrupted by the heavy defence costs. The king
could thus reward his own supporters with the land that came into his hands. k
The two largest holdings were Galilee and Jaffa, and the revolt of Hugh of Jaffa
in 1134 showed the danger of letting a noble control so much land. The kings
therefore tried a variety of ways to maintain their power:

Large holdings could have smaller parcels of land hived off and given to
other lords. Galilee became an example of this.

Important holdings, such as Jaffa, were retained by the king.

Land holdings could be widely dispersed so that no large single unit was
built up by the lord.

Royal castles could remain in the king’s hands in the midst of a granted area.
B  Ownership of land by the Church or the Military Orders was encouraged.

The under-vassals of great lords paid homage directly to the king and so
were prevented from joining their lords in revolt.

B The coinage emphasised the role of the king as protector of the holy places
and helped to give the impression of his power.

Other events: the capture of Ascalon

Baldwin III's absence in 1153 (see page 125) was due to his attack on Ascalon.
This was the only port still in Muslim hands on the central part of the coast.
Baldwin IIT had made long-term plans for the capture of Ascalon by continuing
the policy of encircling the city which had been begun by his father, Fulk. He
had built a castle on the site of the ancient city of Gaza, which blocked the route
connecting Ascalon to the land ruled by the Fatimids in Egypt. In January 1153
he began the siege of Ascalon. The city resisted strongly but Baldwin persisted
and it surrendered in August. The garrison were given three days in which they
could leave. The plunder from Ascalon was immense and Baldwin was able

to reward his men lavishly. His brother, Amalric, was made Lord of Jaffa and
Ascalon, which marked an improvement in relations between the brothers as
Amalric had been loyal to Melisende in the civil war. The mosque in Ascalon
became the Cathedral of St Paul and a bishop was elected. But this drew protests
from the Bishop of Bethlehem, who insisted that Ascalon came within his
diocese, thus illustrating the tensions which arose so easily in the Crusader
States.
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The Crusades 10711204

THE CRUSADER STATES AFTER THE SECOND CRUSADE

Relationships with Byzantium

At this point, Manuel I was the overlord of Antioch and Raymond had travelled
in 1145 to pay homage to him. Reynald took the relationship much less seriously
at first and even went so far in 1156 as to raid Cyprus, part of the Byzantine
Empire. The governor was killed and troops from Antioch marauded around the
island. This action shocked Baldwin III of Jerusalem, who was hoping to build
better links with Constantinople against their common enemies, particularly
after the deterioration in relations after the Second Crusade. The restoration

of a good relationship was important given the lack of military resources and
supplies available to the Crusader States, particularly as aid from the west had
also declined. Moreover, Baldwin III had recently become betrothed to Manuel’s
niece. Manuel I was infuriated and embarked on a punitive expedition to
northern Syria. When Manuel reached Antioch, the unfortunate Reynald had

to beg pardon and was humiliated by having to prostrate himself in the dust at
Manuel’s feet. Baldwin IIT arrived later and undertook his usual mediating role.
The emperor relented and agreed to marry one of Reynald’s step-daughters.
The emperor and Baldwin III seem to have become genuine friends. When
Baldwin III broke his arm, Manuel I acted as surgeon and set the injured bones.

There was a serious side to this tripartite alliance. In 1159 the three rulers
advanced on Aleppo. Nur ad-Din did not want to risk an all-out battle and

so came to terms, agreeing to release many prisoners whom he held, some
since the Second Crusade. From Manuel I's point of view this was a successful
undertaking. The conquest of Aleppo could have made Antioch strong enough
to seek to become more independent from Byzantium. As it was, Nur ad-Din’s
ambitions were checked and Manuel was able to insist that an Orthodox
patriarch be appointed in Antioch, one of his long-term aims.
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Edessa:

* No longer viable

+ Capture of Joscelin Il forced his wife to sell up

Tripoli:

+ Raymond of Tripoli murdered by the Assassins
* Hodierna assumed the regency

The Crusader States after
the Second Crusade

Antioch:

+ On Raymond’s death in 1149, Baldwin lll travelled north
to fulfil this role and escape his mother, Melisende
+ Further complicated by the overlordship claimed by Manuel |
+ Even more complicated by the problem of the succession
+ Melisende still in charge

Jerusalem:

+ Baldwin Ill appeared in 1152 wearing a
crown, asserting his right to be sole ruler

+ Civil war

+ Melisende forcibly removed from
Jerusalem and died in 1161
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The Crusades 1071-1204
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Learn how to write an
argument rather than an
assertion by completing
Worksheet 27 at www.
hoddereducation.co.uk/
accesstohistory/extras

KEY FIGURE

Alexander Il
(c.1100-81)

He was pope from | 159 to
his death in | 181. He had
been born in Siena and
probably studied at Bologna.
In 1153 he became papal
chancellor and led the
cardinals opposed to the
German emperor, Frederick
Barbarossa |. His election as
pope was disputed, but over
time he gained support from
monarchs such as Henry |,
but was still forced to spend
most of his time as pope
outside Rome. Disputes
continued with the anti-
popes until the death of
Frederick Barbarossa in

| 176, but even after this he
faced challenges.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

trade in Sudanese slaves and the exchange of goods with India on one side and
Byzantium and the west on the other added to the attractions of the country. The
rivalry between two aspiring viziers, Dirgham and Shawar (died 1169), led each
of them to look for allies.

Nur ad-Din was much alarmed by the prospect of Christian control of Egypt and
he retaliated with attacks on northern Syria, where he took the city of Harim,
and then in 1164 captured Banyas in the kingdom of Jerusalem. The Muslims
followed this up with a victory at Artah, in which both Bohemund III of Antioch
and Raymond of Tripoli were captured. Raymond remained in prison for ten
years although Bohemund was ransomed. By now the whole of the principality
of Antioch east of the Orontes had been taken by the Muslims and would never
be recovered by the crusaders. Another extensive earthquake in 1164 led to a
temporary truce.

Amalric I's efforts to gain assistance
The king needed men and money and tried a number of ways to obtain both:

m  He appealed to the pope, and Alexander Il (c.1100/05-81) issued papal
bulls calling for a new crusade. Some French nobles responded, such as
William IV of Nevers (died 1168), but he died in Acre from illness.

m  He raised money in Jerusalem with a ten per cent tax on movable property.

m  He even made an alliance with Shawar, the ruler of Egypt who was
threatened by Nur ad-Din’s general, Shirkuh (died 1169). The sultan was to
pay the Christians to stay in Egypt until Shirkuh was defeated.

® In 1167 he married a niece of Manuel I at Tyre and hoped for Byzantine aid in
his conquests.

Amalric had some temporary success. He even briefly held Alexandria before he
withdrew in 1167. But he had problems. He was very dependent on the support
of the Hospitallers and his capture of the city of Bilbais was to further their aims
of advancing into Egypt. Shawar, who had emerged the victor in the struggles in
Egypt, was a double-crosser who made alliances both with the Franks and with
Shirkuh. In 1168 the Franks were too weak to continue their campaigns but by
the end of 1169 Shawar had been assassinated and Shirkuh was dead. However,
the new general was Shirkuh’s nephew, Saladin (1137/8-93), and a greater
challenge to the crusaders.

Conflicts at home

In Jerusalem, Amalric I faced more challenges. He was never personally
popular, having a dour personality, and was regularly booed by his subjects as
he went about his affairs in Jerusalem. His readiness to let his friend, Miles of
Plancy (died 1174), who was the head of the administration, exert real power
added to noble resentment. Amalric I eventually married Maria Comnena
(c.1154-1208/17), the great-niece of Manuel. They had a daughter, Isabella. This
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The Crusades 1071-1204

Appeal to Henry I

After the murder of Becket, Henry II had to promise to send knights to the east

VWW |

=

| T 1

Get to grips with the
concept of turning points by
completing Worksheet 23

at www.hoddereducation.
co.uk/accesstohistory/extras

Henry II 1133—-89

Henry was the son of Geoffrey of Anjou and Empress
Matilda. He inherited Anjou, Maine and Normandy
from his father and his claim to England from his
mother. His marriage to Eleanor of Aquitaine brought
him that duchy and Poitou. He ruled more of France
than the French king, Louis VII, Eleanor's first
husband. He became King of England in 1154 on the
death of Stephen and restored law and order there
ruthlessly, despite his youth. He was notorious for his
red hair, his bad temper and his womanising, but he

SUMMARY DIAG :
THE CAMPAIGNS IN EGYPT

not possibly leave his realms.

In 1174 both Nur ad-Din and Amalric I died, the latter from a sudden attack of
dysentery, aged only 38.

was a skilful warrior and an excellent administrator.
His quarrel with Thomas Becket, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and Becket's exile, return and murder,

to all Richard's

scandalised and divided Europe. Henry was forced to
perform penance at Canterbury and to promise to join
a crusade. His infidelity antagonised Eleanor and she
joined with their sons against him. But Henry defeated
the rebellion and imprisoned his wife. His plans for the
division of his lands among his sons incensed his son

Richard, and Philip I encouraged the rift, which was to
his advantage. Henry was defeated and had to give in

demands. He died almost alone at his

castle at Chinon.

A

The Fatamid dynasty was in decline, real power
lay with the viziers. Its vast wealth made it a
target for both Christians and Muslims

The kings of Jer
Baldwin | died

there and Baldwin Il had attacked in 1125

usalem had regularly targeted Egypt:
on his way back from an expedition

Amalric | attacked

In the 1160s Baldwin Il

throughout the 1160s

Campaigns in Egypt

|

banned the import of
shipbuilding materials

Nur ad-Din was much alarmed
by the prospect of Christian control
and he retaliated with attacks on
northern Syria

The Muslims followed this up with
a victory at Artah, in which both
Bohemund IlI of Antioch and
Raymond of Tripoli were captured

The principality of Antioch, east
of the Orontes, was now in
Muslim control and would never
be recovered by the crusaders

to serve with the Templars and to go on the Crusade himself within three years
before he could be absolved. But Henry was prevented from travelling by a
serious rebellion on the part of his heir, the young Henry (1155-83), and could
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The Crusades 1071-1204

strengthened by being recognised by the Sunni caliph of Baghdad as the ruler
of Egypt, Yemen and Syria. He also dealt firmly with the Assassins, who tried
twice to kill him, by destroying their fortifications and ravaging their lands. He
then took control of Damascus in 1174.

As with the divisions among Muslims, so there were divisions among
Christians. To understand these divisions, some background to Baldwin IV is

needed.

Baldwin IV

Baldwin IV (see below) was a child of thirteen when his father, Baldwin III died,
so a regent had to be appointed, which meant the weakness of a minority, while
Baldwin IV himself unfortunately was a leper. The extent of his illness was

not realised in 1174, or he might have been passed over as ruler. Raymond III

of Tripoli, Baldwin IV’s closest male relation, was chosen as regent. Raymond
had spent ten years as a prisoner of the Muslims and thus was something of

an outsider in Jerusalem. Raymond I1I was the patron of William of Tyre, the
chronicler, who gives a very favourable portrayal of Raymond. Baldwin IV came
of age in 1176 and Raymond III returned to Tripoli. The young king renewed the
alliance with Byzantium and planned yet another attack on Egypt.

As Baldwin IV’s illness took hold he became blind and the bacteria destroyed
his nose. Eventually, he lost the use of his arms and legs and had to be carried
in a litter. Tt was thus vital to find a husband for Sibylla (c.1160-90), his sister.
The choice fell on William, son of the Count of Montferrat (died 1177), who
came from a crusading family and was related to the French kings. He married
Sibylla in 1176, but died a year later. Sibylla was pregnant and so unable to be
regent when Baldwin IV became ill again. The unlikely new regent was Reynalc
of Chétillon, now released by the Muslims, as Manuel I had paid much of his
ransom. He planned to invade Egypt in collaboration with the Byzantines and
Philip I of Flanders (1143-91), who was a cousin of Baldwin IV. Philip I had
come east in 1177, hoping to find a bride among the princesses who would have

BaldWil‘l IV 1161_‘85 from Ascalon, where he was under siege, and defeated

Baldwin was educated by William of Tyre, who noticed
when Baldwin was only nine that the boy had no
feeling in one of his arms. Doctors were consulted

but were reluctant to diagnose leprosy as knights and
nobles afflicted with the disease were expected to join
the Knights of St Lazarus. He succeeded his father in
1174 when he was thirteen and Raymond of Tripoli
acted as regent. Despite his illness and increasing
disfigurement, he was a good horseman and an
intrepid fighter. He held Saladin back in five attacks
and won an unexpected victory when he made a sortie 2005 Ridley Scott film Kingdom of Heaven.

Saladin at Mont Gisard. He continued the alliance with
Byzantium against the Turks. In 1179 he was unhorsed
resisting another invasion, which probably was the
result of his increasing poor health, and by 1182 he
could not ride and led his troops from a litter. But even
in 1183, when the High Court of Jerusalem refused to
follow Gy de Lusignan as their commander, he went
to relieve the siege of Kerak and Saladin withdrew at
his approach. In that year he crowned his nephew as
Baldwin V with Raymond of Tripoli and Joscelin ITT

of Courtenay as regents. His character appears in the
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The Crusades 1071-1204

Guy de Lusignan
(c.1150-94)

Guy was from a noble
Poitevin family, who had
been involved in earlier
crusades. He went to the
Near East following a
summons from his brothers,
who saw him as a possible
consort for the widowed
sister and heiress of
Baldwin IV, Sibylla. They
married, and in | 186 took
over the kingship from the
dead Baldwin V. The
following year Guy led the
crusader forces at Hattin,
where they were defeated.
He was released by Saladin
in | 188 and soon began the
siege of Acre. In 1190, with
Sibylla's death, any claims he
had to the throne came to
an end. However, he was
later recompensed with
Cyprus, where he died.
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Saladin and Baldwin IV at Mont Gisard

In 1178 Saladin suffered a rare defeat at the hands of Baldwin IV and Reynald at
Mont Gisard, near Ibelin, when he was caught unawares. His army had heavy
casualties and many were taken prisoner. The Christians also had heavy losses,
but Baldwin IV had shown that he was not entirely useless. The victory raised
morale but may also have convinced observers in the west that the situation

in the east was not as dismal as the crusaders tried to suggest. Saladin was
convinced, as a result, that the forces of Syria and Egypt were not enough to
defeat the Christians. To do that, he needed the support of Mosul and Aleppo.

Jordan 1179

The crusaders, buoyed up by their success, began to build a castle, at Jacob’s
Ford, on the River Jordan. This was extremely expensive and used up vast
resources, but the hope was that it would protect the approaches to Jerusalem.
However, as it was only 80 kilometres from Damascus it was seen as a
provocative act. It was to be garrisoned by 80 Templars and could hold up to
1000 fighting men. Saladin saw how threatening this was and made a huge
effort to take it, capturing it in five days. Recent excavations at the site, and the
discovery of the remains of some of the troops, reveal some vicious wounds and
testify to the brutality of the warfare. The Templars were all executed when the
castle was captured.

Back in Jerusalem

Sibylla’s child by William had been a boy, another Baldwin. The nobles now

felt that she should marry again to provide a spare heir. This led to further
divisions in Jerusalem over the best choice. Raymond III of Tripoli, who was
Lord of Galilee as a result of his marriage and so a key baron in the kingdom,
and Bohemund of Antioch came to Jerusalem and pressed for Sibylla to marry
one of Raymond’s men. Baldwin IV, although unwell again, saw this as a threat
to his crown and arranged very rapidly for Sibylla to wed Guy de Lusignan
(c.1150-94), a newly arrived French knight. Such was the urgency in his view
that they were married during Holy Week 1180. The resulting tensions between
Raymond III and Guy only added to the factions now dominating the court. Guy
was from Poitou and his brother, Aimery, was a close associate of the family of
Agnes Courtenay. He may even have been her lover (her personal life was vivid
and notorious, at least according to William of Tyre). Their party now placed
their nominees in all the key posts, Heraclius (¢.1128-90/1) the Archbishop

of Jerusalem, and another of Agnes’ alleged lovers, becoming the patriarch,

and Guy receiving extensive lands. But all this intrigue and instability did not
make for a kingdom which could defend itself well against a skilled general like
Saladin.




LET

9pDSNID) PU023S U} JaD S3IDIS Japsni) ayy 9 Ja1deyd

R

“(g¢T @8ed 93s) 19 9[qe], Ul PAUI[IN0 a1
asay ], /81T Ul 9[31eq 2y 03 dn paj Jey} sjuaAd Jo saLias pajed[diod e sem a1ay |

unyeH Jo ajeg eyl 0} punoibXoeg

-urpereg jsureSe pajunow Surag adue)sIsal d1sI[eal jo pun] Aue Sumusasid
UI 103085 B OS[B SeM Wa[esnIaf Ul 9J113s [BUOL}OR] PINUTIUOD U} TOASMOL]
‘paginistpun swisnyy a3 Sunrun jo 1eod sty ansind o3 sdueyd
9} WY UsALS peY SUBNSIIYD) S} UIIM 9pew pey oy 80N}  'SaLI0}LLI)
19PESNID 93 JO JUSWA[IIDUL ST Paja[dwiod snyjj pue NSOJAL 003 9 98TT U]
‘pmon Suraoidde ue Jo JuoIy UT S}eOIY} T2V} D AJ[enjit pue
©DDAA 03 Syuel] parnided 3y} Jo 0M] 300} A UM UMOYS SEM SAOW PJOq
sty 38 K1y surpeeg "eadajAl 03 adewtzdid enuue a3 paidnisip pue eag pay
A} SB Iej Se Paydeal UdAd pey| Uo[[IeY)) Jo preudeay Aq preie ‘cQIT UTOS[Y m
“e1ay JO 2[3sed ay} padarsaq Ualj} pue 99[i[en)
ut pauS8reduwren ay uwmine ayj ug ‘oddsyy pardnado Afreuy urpefes ¢IT Ul m

*S08TT
AU} JO s3URA Y3 Ja)je ‘papadxaun Aprey sem /1T Ut utjje] e A1011A s uIpefeg

= — e e = -

¢/8IT ururjieq e
Jjesjep ,S'JGPESIUD oy] 0] /(e)[ 8] s1010e] [puialxe 10 [BUISJUI oIoM 18] MOF] |

- ureTesnIaf Jo 1senbuod
ST pue unjeH ie
urpereq jo A103014A 8Y T,

|0U09 SIY Jepun aunsajed pue euAg ybnoiq Ajjenpeld
pue 1usbal Se pajoe uipeleS ‘palp uig-pe NN Usym

f

9010} SB 9AI108Ye Sk 8q p|nod uolenobsu pue Aoewoldig

i

snosewe( pue oddaly ‘|nso
US9M}Bq PAPIAIP ‘WE(S| JO S8010} 8U} 8Jepl|OSU0D 0} SBM WIE S,upeles

ulpe|es J0 ast ay L

NIQVIVS 40 HSIY THL

s |




The Crusades 1071-1204

regent
Guy was blamed for the limited challenge to Saladin

Guy was stripped of the regency and Baldwin’s nephew, also Baldwin, aged
five, named instead. Raymond Il of Tripoli commanded the army

Guy refused to go quietly and, with Sibylla, held out in Ascalon

1184 Baldwin IV had a relapse and Raymond Il of Tripoli became regent. He was
to rule for ten years until young Baldwin came of age. If Baldwin died in the
meantime, an international panel would assess the rights of Sibylla (daughter
of Amalric | by his wife Agnes of Courtenay) and Isabella (1172-1205)
(daughter of Amalric | by his second wife Maria Comnena)

1185 | Baldwin IV died. Raymond Il remained as regent for Baldwin V

1186 Baldwin V died. Raymond Ill hoped to be elected king but Sibylla
outmanoeuvred him and was made queen, with the support of the patriarch
and the Templar leader. Sibylla agreed to divorce Guy as long as she was
given a free choice about whom she should marry next. She then surprised
everyone by choosing Guy. Raymond lll proposed that the husband of
Isabella, Humphrey of Toron (c.1166-98), should be king and the Ibelins
backed him, but Humphrey would not agree, leaving Raymond lll isolated.
As a result Raymond Il left to take service under Bohemund Il of Antioch

(c.1148-1201) leaving Guy and Sibylla as king and queen

The campaign of 1187

Guy had made a truce with Saladin but this was broken in 1186, when Reynald
of Chatillon attacked a caravan travelling from Egypt to Damascus. Saladin
demanded compensation and Guy agreed but Reynald refused to obey. This
made war inevitable. Raymond I1I of Tripoli remained adamant in his opposition
to Guy and renewed his truce with Saladin, which included his wife’s lands

in Galilee. Guy sent a deputation to Raymond ITI, which included Gerard

of Ridfort (died 1189), Grand Master of the Templars, who was a personal
enemy of Raymond IIT and whose agreement to any settlement was vital. At
the same time, a Muslim force under Saladin’s son was crossing Galilee with
Raymond III's permission and the two forces met, unintentionally, at Cresson,
where most of the Templars were killed. Raymond IIT blamed himself for this
tragedy and thus made his peace with Guy.

Saladin was able to call on troops from Aleppo and Mosul, and his army was
the largest he had ever commanded. Guy summoned all his vassals to meet at
Acre. The Templars and Hospitallers sent virtually their entire knightly forces.
The Templars even released the funds sent by Henry IT of England as part of

his penance after the murder of Becket, which were meant to be awaiting the
English king’s arrival to crusade. This allowed more mercenaries to be hired.
Even Bohemund III of Antioch sent troops in the end. The relic of the True Cross
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Why were the crusaders defeated at Hattin®

A further cause of the defeat at Hattin was the failure of deputations to the
west. In 1181 the Templars had sent envoys to Alexander III and he appealed
to Philip IT of France (1165-1223) (Louis VII died in 1180) and to Henry II of
England. The pope blamed poor leadership for the problems in the east and
considered Baldwin IV’s leprosy to be the result of the sinfulness of the settlers.
But Philip II, as a new king, and Henry, as an old one, did not respond
positively.

In 1184 the crusaders tried again, sending Heraclius himself along with the
masters of the Templars and Hospitallers. But, for a second time, neither Philip
nor Henry would commit to a crusade, although they sent money. A few
crusaders did arrive in response but were disillusioned to discover that a truce
had been made with Saladin. Apart from the situation in western Europe
throughout the 1170s and 1180s which prevented kings from going crusading,
there was some feeling that the settlers in the east were too accommodating
towards Islam. The easy everyday relationships and the trade and other contacts
between Christians and Muslims surprised and sometimes appalled western
visitors, who failed to appreciate the realities of the situation.

The situation in western Europe

Henry II, the Angevin King of England, and the King of France, Louis VIl and then
Philip Augustus, were bitter enemies and did not trust each other and, therefore,
were unwilling to leave their lands. Henry had married Louis’ first wife, Eleanor
of Aquitaine, which caused resentment between the two. The two kings were
reconciled in 1170, but then Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, was
murdered by some of Henry's knights. Henry was condemned for encouraging
the murder and that ended the feeling of unity, which prevented them both from
departing.

The penance imposed by the pope on Henry was to provide knights for the Holy
Land. But yet again, as he was about to depart for the Holy Land in 1174, he faced
a rebellion at home led by his eldest son, Henry the Younger. The rebellion was
supported by Henry the Younger's brothers, Henry II's wife and Louis.

Finally, when there was a further appeal for help in 1181, Henry Il was worried that
as he was the closest male heir to Baldwin, he would be forced to stay for years. He
was also concerned that the new King of France, Philip Augustus, was scheming
with Henry’s sons to recover lands in France and, therefore, was unwilling to
depart.
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Get to grips with exam-style

| SOURCE QUESTION

In what ways is the
celebration in Source B
by Saladin similar to
crusaders' reactions to
successes?

KEY TERM

Minbar A pulpit from
which sermons are
preached in the mosque.

B

The fall of Jerusalem

The aftermath of Hattin brought more disaster to the crusaders. There were few
men left to resist Saladin, so he was able to capture forts and castles, numbering
52 according to one account. Saladin kept his word when terms of surrender
were agreed, which encouraged defenders to give in. He took Acre and Ascalon
and, after a fortnight’s siege, Jerusalem. The inhabitants were mostly allowed to
pay a ransom and leave. The al-Agsa Mosque was reinstated, but some Christian
services continued to be held in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and pilgrims
were still allowed to visit. All that remained under the rule of the crusaders were

the cities of Tripoli, Antioch and Tyre, and the castles belonging to the Templars
and Hospitallers in Tripoli. Saladin’s reaction is reflected in Source B.

From a letter from Saladin about the fall of Jerusalem, quoted in S.J. Allen
and Emilie Ant, editors, The Crusades: A Reader, University of Toronto
Press, 2010, p. 162.

The land of Jerusalem has become pure ... God is become one God and he was
three. The houses of the infidel are cast down. The Muslims have taken possession
of the fortified castles. Our enemies will not return to them for they are branded
with the seal of weakness and degradation. God has placed beauty where deformit)
was ... The servant [Saladin] will change the weeds of error for the good seed of th
true faith. He will cast down the crosses of the churches and will cause the summion
to prayer to be heard. He will change altars into pulpits and of churches he will
make mosquies ... God has driven them out of this territory and has cast them
down. He has favoured the partisans of the truth and has shown his anger against
the infidels ... The word of God has been exalted. The tombs of the prophets which
the infidels had stained have been purified.

Raymond IIT of Tripoli died in late 1187 and left his country to Raymond, the son
of Bohemund III of Antioch. Bohemund III, however, transferred it to his second
son, another Bohemund, fearing that Tripoli and Antioch would be too much
for one man to defend. Guy was joined by Sibylla in prison and Saladin released
them both some time in 1188. Saladin’s exploits were lauded in the works of his
secretary, Imad ad-Din al-Isfahani, and his friend, Baha’ ad-Din Ibn Shaddad.
He stressed his role as the heir to Nur ad-Din’s jihad by placing Nur ad-Din’s
minbar in the al-Aqgsa mosque in Jerusalem as Nur ad-Din had wanted.

In Europe, the news of the fall of Jerusalem was received with horror and
disbelief. Pope Urban III (c.1105—-87) was said to have died from the shock.
Inevitably, a new crusade was proposed.
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The Crusades 1071-1204

Modern interpretations by historians recognise that Saladin was not a perfect
military commander. He showed his shortcomings at Montgisard, Tyre, Acre,
Arsuf and Jaffa. He could be savage, as in his treatment of rebels in Egypt or
towards Reynald of Chatillon and the Military Orders after Hattin. Against thig
are his impressive victory at Hattin and his capture of Jerusalem, which makes |

him such a hero for the Arabs, alongside his many acts of generosity.

A more hostile view comes from Andrew Ehrenkreutz, an American scholar
writing in 1977, who deplored Saladin’s rule in Egypt as merely exploiting

the situation for his own selfish ambitions. He further denigrated the sultan

as an opportunist who was ready to abandon religious principles for political
expediency.

Recent research has focused on exploration of a wide range of sources, many of
them translated from Arabic for the first time, so that interpretations of Saladin
continue to evolve.

Extract 1 outlines views of Saladin in Europe after the defeat of the Crusader
States at the Battle of Hattin.

INTERPRETATION
QUESTION

Which of these two Head, 2019, p. 317.
extracts, Extract | or 2,
provides the more

An angry and vicious Latin poem presented the sultan as a man of lowly origins,
o , also responsible for the murders of the Fatimid caliph plus Nur al-Din and his son
convincing interpretation 1 as : PNl Dr 5 ... T} e f fih
o as well as the rape of Nur al-Din’s wife ... The opening chapters of one of the
of the role of Saladin in ([, F iAo 1 the Tt ; : R 5 . ;
arliest acco of the Third Crusade, the ‘eg cused
L the years 1182-937 earliest accc 1_1/.1@ <jf{{ 11 L') Lo, the ‘tlner.arlum pe1ebr1nor}1%n, tICLIl,U.I
the sultan of living off the earnings of prostitutes in Damascus and killing the caliph
he was characterised as a fortuitous, opportunistic chancer. Saladin was often
described as a stick, a scourge sent by God to beat the Christians for their sins o1, as

B WWW " one writer put it, if Nur al-Din was a stick, then Saladin was a hammer. To
— ybur analysis‘of compound these spiritual matters, the sultan’s victories in the Holy Land prompted
historical interpretations b the kings of England and France to launch the ‘Saladin Tithe’, a punishing 10% lev
! P y S20)ialts 2 1
completing Worksheet 28 on revenues and mowvables; to have one’s name attached to a major tax rarely
at www.hoddereducation. : : ) §
co.uk/accesstohistory/extras constitutes an attractive legacy.

Extract 2 has a more favourable view of Saladin.

From Steven Runciman, A History of the Crusades, Volume III, Penguin
Books, 2016, first published 1954, p. 65.

: Of all the great figures of the Crusading era Saladin is the most attractive. He had

WWw | his faults. In his rise to power he showed a cunning and ruthlessness that fitted ill

Develop your analysis of with his later rppuh_ﬁﬂlo;z. ‘111 the interests of polzq/vh(’ never shrank from bloodshed.
interpretations by completing He slew Reynald of Chatillon, whom he hated, with his own hand. But when he

XVCﬁShest 29:“ WWWI-(/ was severe it was for the sake of his people and his faith. He was a devout Muslim.
odderedaucation.co.u b e el by AL AT /
| accesstohistory/extras However kindly he felt towards his Christian friends, he knew that their souls were

. _
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