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Why do stereotypes about places develop?




What influences the stereotypes that are formed?


KEY WORDSPerception of place
Sense of place



Use your homework on the changing image and perception of Liverpool to help you answer this question:How has its past functions and cultural history influenced perceptions of Liverpool today?

 

What are the different ways in which places can be represented? For each method you think of, say how effective you think it is.




Think about Godalming; how might it be represented and where could we look?



Representations of Godalming





Read the article ‘11 British Regional Stereotypes as portrayed on screen’ 
Choose two examples from the article:
·  
·   

For both examples you have chosen, explain how film and TV programmes can be influential in the formation of stereotypes and negative perceptions of a place:








Different representations of place.
Place can be represented through many different channels, from tourist brochures to Instagram and from sculpture to musicals. Can you add other ways place can be represented?
·   
·   
·   
·   
·   

Social Media
Various social media platforms can present varied representations of place. This can then change and influence peoples’ perceptions of places.
One example that started small and has since become a global phenomenon is ‘Humans of New York’ which started life as a one-man photo blog. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw4HyVS9Wy0 

Facebook used its ‘check-in’ data to identify the 25 most ‘social’ cities in the world and the most visited landmarks within them (they removed transport hubs like airports from the calculation). 
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Discuss possible ideas then draft an answer:







Poetry of place

Poets have written about and been inspired by places for centuries. Some poems can be powerful in representing places in a particular way. John Betjeman famously wrote these lines in his poem ‘Slough’:

Come friendly bombs and fall on Slough!
It isn't fit for humans now, 
There isn't grass to graze a cow. 
Swarm over, Death!  
Come, bombs and blow to smithereens
Those air -conditioned, bright canteens, 
Tinned fruit, tinned meat, tinned milk, tinned beans, 
Tinned minds, tinned breath. 
Mess up the mess they call a town-
A house for ninety-seven down
And once a week a half a crown 
For twenty years. 
What image of Slough does it portray? Does it sound positive?
[image: Image result for the office slough]

Slough has struggled over the decades to shrug off the negative perceptions this poem created, further compounded by Ricky Gervais’ comedy series ‘The Office’. 

Place in artThe Hay Wain, Constable 
Constable's painting is based on a site in Suffolk, on the River Stour. Although the painting evokes a Suffolk scene, it was created in the artist's studio in London. 
According to the Guardian “He wanted to put the English landscape on canvas…you could taste the tang of Suffolk air, smell the cow dung. No painting so defines the English countryside as The Hay wain”

[image: Image result for the haywain]








Do you agree with the Guardian’s view of the Hay Wain?

Exam Question practice:
1) ‘Experienced place’ and ‘media place’ are two categories of place. Explain what is meant by the two terms. (4 marks)









2) ‘Today media places are as real as experienced places for many’. Evaluate this statement. (6 marks) 



Extension task
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There are three elements to this homework:
1) Research task: In what different ways is Godalming represented? 
2) Investigate representations of a different place (you will be given one of three). You will have access to a set of resources about the place. 
3) Complete the timeline on the history of Stratford, East London. See separate sheet on Godalming Online.



Booklet 3 – Changing Places 				1
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Changing places 3.2.2.2: relationships, connections, meaning
and representation.
How do people perceive, engage with and form attachments
to place?
How places are represented in a variety of forms

Learning Objectives
Explore different resources which show contrasting ideas and representations

of place.

Compare different stories of a named place, positive and negative, through the
use of a varied array of media and texts such as newspapers, historical
documents, poetry, oral histories etc.

Concept Checker:
O Place stereotypes can develop over time and be difficult to

break down.
O Places can be represented in different ways and the same
place can have different stories built around it.
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With reference
to an example,
explain how
social media
can skew the
representation
of a place.

(4 marks)
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London has had dozens of poems written about it

Compare these two by Blake and Wordsworth; highlight in two different colours
where a negative or positive image of London is being suggested.

| wanderthro' each charterd street,
Near where the charterd Thames does flow.
And mark in every face | meet
Marks of weakness, marks of woe.

I every cry of every Man,
I every Infants cy of fear,

In every voice: In every ban,
The mind-forgd manacles | hear

Howthe Chimney-sweepers cry
Every blackning Church appalls
And the hapless Soldierssigh

Runsin blood down Palace walls

But most thro’ midnightstreets | hear
Howthe youthful Hariots curse.

Blasts the new-born Infants tear

And biights with plagues the Marriage hearse

Williom Blake, 1794

Earth has not anything to show more fair:
Dull would he be of soul who could pass by
Asight so touching in its majesty:

“This City now doth, like a garment, wear

‘The beauty of the morning: silent, bare,

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie
Open unto the filds, and to the sky;

Al bright and giittering in the smokeless air.
Never did sun more beautifully steep

in his first splendour,valley, rock, or hill;

Ne'er sawl, never feit, a caim so deep!

The iver glideth at his own sweet will

Dear God! the very houses seem asleep;
Andall that mighty heart i lying still!

William Wordsworth, 1802
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