




“I guess we thought that maybe Susan Orlean and 

Leroche could fall in love, and...” 

“Okay. But, I'm saying, it's like, I don't want to cram in sex or guns or 

car chases, you know... or characters, you know, learning profound 

life lessons or growing or coming to like each other or overcoming ob-

stacles to succeed in the end, you know. I mean... The book isn't like 

that, and life isn't like that. You know, it just isn't. And... I feel very 

strongly about this.” 

A networking lunch between producer and writer Charlie struggling to adapt the book. Note the many 

post-it notes in his copy of the book 

Charlie has a not particularly helpful meeting with his 

agent 

 

“...I can’t structure this...” 

“The book has no story, 

there’s no story” 

 

 

 

“Alright, make one up.  I mean 

no one in this town can make 

up a crazy story like you.  

You’re the king of that”. 




