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Global Governance
· Global governance refers to the ways in which global affairs affecting the whole world are managed. 
· In international relations generally decisions are made by individual state governments.
· Co-operation is usually negotiated between countries which agree to abide by similar rules given in signed treaties or international laws.
· As the world becomes more independent, global economic governance is increasingly important across all nations.
· This is especially true for governance of the global commons where environmental sustainability is a concern.
[image: ]Management of global affairs is done by: nation states, profit-making companies, international and regional organisations (such as the EU).
Their participation in this process may be reactive or proactive.  






Regulating Global Systems
TASK:  Identify economic, social and environmental challenges that may be termed ‘global’.
For each challenge, suggest who could have a role in helping to address it and action they could take.
	Economic, social and environmental challenges
	Who could have a role in helping address challenges?

	

















	



International development agencies

· There is no ‘world government’ with the political authority to exercise jurisdiction over executive, judicial, legislative or military affairs for the whole planet.
· A number of organisations take responsibility for promoting growth, stability and the development of all regions sustainable both economically and environmentally.
· Many operating internationally are connected to the United Nations (UN) e.g. the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
· International organisations such as the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) exist to take responsibility for managing specific aspects of an increasingly interrelated world.

TASK:  Watch the clip and animation to make notes on why the United Nations was set up and what it does around the world.
https://youtu.be/bHmXZXsABm0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2015/sep/08/how-did-the-un-get-so-big-rachel-weisz-video



















UN Sustainable Development Goals
[image: ]
TASK:  Watch the clips about the Sustainable Development Goals.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5G0ndS3uRdo
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2017/12/sustainable-development-goals-new-social-contract/







Agenda 21
· Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable development.
· It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on 
· Environment and Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992.
· It is an action agenda for the UN, other multilateral organizations, and individual governments around the world that can be executed at local, national, and global levels.

[image: ]A framework for local authorities:	TASK:  How could local agenda 21 affect you?
· Promote energy efficiency
· Greening the city landscape
· Effective recycling
· Quality alternative transport
· Create employment
· Monitor pollution

TASK:  Use p319-321 in Hodder text book, previous work on WTO and the extract below on CO2 emissions to complete the table.
[image: ]
	International Institution
	What does it do?
	Suggest how they promote growth & stability
	Suggest how they exacerbate inequalities and injustices

	(UNDP) UN Development Programme




	
	
	

	World Trade Organisation (WTO)




	
	
	

	World Summit on Sustainable Development and Agenda 21



	
	
	

	UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and world summits on climate change


	
	
	


TASK: Using the table on the previous page and handout ‘Global Governance Case Study: United Nations’ to complete the grid and answer the following question.  Evaluate the UN as a system of global governance.
[image: ]
· To what extent has the United Nations succeeded at global governance? Give evidence to support your view.

















Interactions at all scales
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
There are also a number of different non-governmental organisations (NGOs) with varying objectives but generally either to ensure justice and equality for people across the world or to campaign for environmental sustainability.

[image: ]


TASK:  Can you name any NGO’s?


Use Hodder text book p321-322 to answer the following.
· What are the main principles of NGOs?






· How are NGOs involved in global governance?  Include examples in your answer.


















Interactions between different scales of governance

· Global institutions may make decisions which alienate governments at other scales; for example, the IMF and Greece or the EU and the UK over migration.   How might these decisions alienate governments?


· Within nations, there may be conflict between or calls for independence.  

TASK:  Can you name any recent examples of calls for independence?





Example of conflict – the Canadian First Nation People.
[image: ]



















· TASK:  Read the extract and answer the following questions.
· Who is involved in the conflict?


· What is the conflict about?



· Why might conflicts like this increase in the future?




Interactions at all scales

TASK:  Complete the table to show how different scales of governing bodies are relevant to you.

	Scale
	Example:
	Name of the governing body relevant to me on this scale
	How this governing body is relevant to me.

	Local
	Town or city council



	
	

	Regional
	County council




	
	

	National
	National government, Parliament



	
	

	International
	Trade blocs, continental bodies



	
	

	Global
	NGO’s, global bodies



	
	




To what extent are these governing bodies being related important to global systems as a whole?













Exam Style Questions

[image: ]


‘The peace and economic development provided by global governance outweighs any negative effects.’  Assess the extent to which you agree with this statement. (20 marks)
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Regulating global systems

Attempts are made to govern and regulate global systems. Figure 7.27 shows
the agencies that attempt to regulate these systems.

Much of the trade and money exchange that takes place is run by stock exchanges
and the world's main banks. For example, Barclays Capital is the investment-banking
sector of Barclays Bank, It deals with over £360 billion of investment through its

33 offices located worldwide. Its regional headquarters are located mostly in HICs
such as London, Paris, Frankfurt, New York and Tokyo. Hong Kong is the exception,
although it is also an important financial centre like most of the other cities on the
list. There is widespread criticism that many of the regulatory bodies (Figure 7.27)
have limited power and that when faced with a powerful HIC or TNC they capitulate.

regulator
5. the IMF
and the WTO

National

governments

Figure 7.27 Regulatory bodies
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Figure 7.36 Glocalisation — global brands going local. McDonald's
Mac Burrito in Mexico City

Environmental impacts
With greater movement and use of resources, the world’s
population is putting ever-increasing pressure on the
Earth’s finite resources. Environmentalists argue that
globalisation is concerned primarily with economic costs
and largely ignores environmental costs. Problems include.
@ more transportation, which increases greenhouse
gas emissions
@ depletion of non-renewable resources
® TNCs outsourcing production to countries where
environmental standards are less stric
weak or non-existent controls allowing pollution of
the air, land, rivers and seas
more waste from packaging
IMF-enforced spending cuts reducing many nations’
spending on the environment
greater movement giving a higher risk of invasive
species being introduced

Regulating global systems

In this increasingly economically integrated world
some argue that governments are losing their influe
and that corporations now have more power to cont
resources, capital and labour.

R

Environmental sustainability — A state in which the
demands placed on the environment can be met witho
reducing the quality of the environment for the future.
Global commons — Resource domains or areas that lie
outside the political reach of any one nation state
Global governance — A movement of political
integration aimed at negotiating responses to proble;
that affect more than one state or region.
Non-government organisations (NGOs) - Any non-
profit, voluntary citizens' group with a common interes
which is organised on a lccal, national or international
level. Sometimes referred to as a civil society
organisation’ (CSO).

United Nations ~ An international organisation founde.
in 1945 made up of 193 member states whose aim is to
promote international peace and co-operation

In response to the acceleration of interdependence
between countries the term ‘global governance' is
used 10 name the process of designating laws, rules
or regulations intended to manage global systems,
for example the laws governing international trade
In recent years, global governance has focused on a
number of international issues:

@ reducing environmental problems

@ trade and investment inequities

Click on Comment and
Share to create, mark-up
and send PDF files.
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Figure 7.37 The UN Global Goals for Sustainable Development 2015

Despite the existence of the UN, there is no ‘world
government’ with the political authority to exercise
jurisdiction over executive, judicial, legislative or
military affairs for the whole planet. The UN hasa
mainly advisory role; its purpose is to foster co-operation
between state governments, rather than exerting authority
over them. Similarly, international organisations such

15 the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the World
Health Organization (WHO) exist to take responsibility
for managing specific aspects of an increasingly inter-
related world, such as regulating the rules of trade or
dealing with international public health issues

There are also a number of different non-governmental
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negative TNC impacts and of governments supporting
them

The United Nations Development Programme
The UNDP's aims are the eradication of poverty and
he reduction of inequalities and exclusion. They
operate in over 170 countries. The main work of
UNDP has been to lead the drive in meeting the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These
eight anti-poverty targets were set in September 2000
and the world committed to achieve them by 2015
Members of the UN are now in the process of





image5.png




image6.png
Global agreements on CO; emissions

Secton 3.6 showed howglobalsgreements on

cimatechange invobekey players. There s 10

doubt that superpower resource demands have

2 dsproportionate effect o resource use and

areenhouse gas emisions. But there are diferences

awillgness o acc:

Aoy gobal reducion areement woukd be
meaniglss wihout China.In 2014 China agreed
0 work towardsanamisions peak i 203, bt oly
commitad o any acual targesin 2016 s curenc
dominance inemissons means thtit decdes e
succssor otherwise o an retes on chate chnge.

 The USA has shown gobal leadership,andsnce
12005, recoced s ol emisionsmost of . rom
2005115, US wind power rledin o, anc slar
‘energy byt cmes.Presidnt Obama nroduced
messures o recuc greenhous g emisions
rough grester energy effctency, promosng
renevableenergy, and carbon poution sandrcs
for dectnctygeneraton. Bt atudes have akered,
and Presdent Trump (ectedin 2016 dspes the
scenfc evdencebehnd e change.

+ Russia ke China - supported the 2015 Paris:
Agreement tothe surprise of many. since it had
been sceptical. Homeser,most bbeve that Russ's
st towards cmate hange s unchanged.

It greement o reduce CO emissions by 30%
below 1990 el could sctualy alow t o ncrease
emisions In 201, these were 35% below 1990
leves(because o Rusiss economic colap ater
the o the Soviet Unionin 1991

o Meanuie, the EU refcts thebelef of the
maforityof Europeans thatciate change s the
mostsrious probem. The EU hasbeen atthe
forefront ofcimate tiates, 5 carbon trading,
emisionsrecuctions (working with mancfacturers of
motor vaice)andgrats to encouragerenewable
enrgy I 1997, agreed renevable eergypolcies:
thatcut 12% o coal EU enrgy consumpton by
2010, and s cuts o 20% by 2020.




image7.png
0Global?%20Governance/

© syttt godsiming acak/SocSci/Geography Geography %20Documents/AGAY.

esour 7520forward/3.2.1 ources/Leaming320Gridss.

GG%20Questio ~ @ C || Search. Pald
© st godamingacuk | B 46511 Syatems and the Waten | CF Deborah Kot~ Ouok Web

Fie it Goto Favortes Help x [YEdt + [PosttoBlog

%5 % course GEOGRAPHY Y2 (L... &) Web Slice Gallery v

‘Questions: Learning Grids for A Level AQA Geography: Section A: Global Systems and Global Governance Page 220132 © Zigzag Education 2018

Question

The UN has good methods
of global governance
because...

Use the grid to help you evaluate The UN has drawbacks to
whether or not you think the UNisa | global governance
good system of global governance. because...

The UN could be improved
by...

1do / do not think the UN is
agood system of global
governance because...

What does ‘NGO’ stand for and what
are their main principles?

How are NGOs involved in global
governance?

O Type here to search
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Figure 7.38 Different roles of NGOs
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Section A

Q 1: Global systems and global governance
You should answer all questions in Section A.

1.1 Outline the role of the organisations involved in global governance. 4marks
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Global Systems and Global Governance
. The emergence and developing role of norms,
laws and institutions in regulating and reproducing
global systems.
. Issues associated with attempts at global
governance.

Learning Objectives:
*To be able to define the term ‘global governance’ and are aware of
the key ‘players’ in decision making.
* To be able to outline the role of the United Nations.
* To understand the need for global governance and give recent

examples.
*To discuss negative issues associated with global governance.
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Key Terms

Environmental sustainability - A state in which the
‘demands placed on the environment can be met withou .
reducing the quality ofthe environment fo the future
Global governance - A movement o poltcal
integation aimed at negotiatng responses o problers
that affect more than one stat or region.

Non-government organisations (NGOs) - Any non-
proit, voluntary ctizens’ group with a common interest,
‘which s organised on a ccal, national or intemational
level Sometimes referred to a a vl society.
organisation’ (C5O),

United Nations - An international organisation founded
n 1945 made up of 193 member states whose aim s to
promote interational peace and co-operation,
Sustainable development - Development which
recognises that the needs of the present have to be met
but doing this without affecting the needs of future
generations.





