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Key Terms
Global commons – Resource domains or areas that lie outside the political reach of any one nation state.
The tragedy of the commons – the decline of common resources, such as ocean fish stocks, when the rate of use exceeds the rate of natural replacement and regeneration.

TASK:  Watch - Our Future | Narrated by Morgan Freeman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YQIaOldDU8
















The Global Commons

The ‘global commons’ refers to resource domains or areas that lie outside of the political reach of any one nation state.  It is a term used to describe supra-national ‘spaces’ in which common shared resources can be found.
International law recognises four global commons:

TASK:  Can you name them?
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Principle of common heritage

· International law is guided here by the ‘principle of the common heritage of mankind’.  
· This principle establishes that some localities belong to all humanity and that the resources that are available for everyone’s use and benefit. 
· It includes taking into account future generations and the needs of developing countries.
· Acknowledgement that the rights of all people to sustainable development must also acknowledge the need to protect the global commons.

Historically access to these resources (expect fishing and whaling on the high seas) has been difficult.

TASK:  What changes have happened more recently that means the concept of common heritage is being put under increasing pressure?















Each of the global commons is covered by a number of international laws or treaties of one kind or another.[image: ]
Example:  UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)  
In 1994, 157 countries signed UNCLOS – an agreement defining rights and responsibilities of nations in using the world’s oceans.  
It provided guidelines for managing marine resources, creating Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ’s) by extending territorial water zones to 200 nautical miles from the coast.  
Within these, coastal nations have sole exploitation rights over resources, including fishing and minerals.






Examples:  Managing threats to the atmosphere – the Montreal Protocol and Climate Change Agreements
[image: ]
TASK:  Watch the clip on the Paris Climate Change Summit and make notes on outcomes.
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-35084374
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TASK:  Research and evaluate the success of different strategies adopted to tackle climate change and reference recent international climate summits. Note:  this has synoptic links to the carbon and water topic. 
Use research on Paris, and Powerpoint slide and extract on Montreal (see ppt slide GOL) to complete the table.

	
	When was it set up and by who?
Why is it so important?
	How successful is it/has it been?
Why? – give evidence

	Montreal Protocol









	
	

	Climate Change Agreements e.g. Paris









	
	



What are the benefits to the international community of having global commons?





What are the risks to the global commons of having interactions with the international community?





Why is it so important to have laws and treaties aimed at preserving the global commons?







Future Global Commons?

Some commentators would argue that cyberspace has also emerged as a new domain which meets the definition of a ‘global common’ by being a resource that is shared by all but is not controlled by any single nation.  This includes the development of the worldwide web, one of the main drivers of globalisation.

EXTENSION TASK:  For either cybersecurity or migration investigate and comment on contemporary concerns in global governance.
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The ‘Global Commons’

The ‘global commons’ refers to resource domains or areas that
lie outside of the political reach of any one nation state. Itisa

term used to describe supra-national ‘spaces’ in which common
shared resources can be found.

International law recognises four global commons:

Can you name them?
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Global Systems and Global Governance
+  The concept of the global commons.
+  Acknowledgement peoples’rights to sustainable development
and the need to protect the global commons.

Learning Objectives:

* To understand the term ‘global commons’ and can name
the four global commons.

* To understand the notion of ‘The tragedy of the
commons.’

*To be able to give examples and describe the importance
of laws and treaties aimed at preserving the global
commons.





