
Antarctica
Extended answers



20 Mark Question
One way students could structure their response:
• 10% – introduction
• 80–90% – main body
• 10% – conclusion
Students should:
• ensure, where appropriate, that there is a balance of discussion and use of 

evidence. Utilising data will potentially allow students to demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of concepts, processes and interactions, in 
particular case study data, which should underpin the response throughout
• engage with the command word, e.g. responses that ask ‘to what extent’ should 

have a clear decision on what extent the student agrees/disagrees with the 
point of view presented in their response
• write concisely to answer questions



Introduction: 

• Define key terms in the title 
• Clearly state your intent

Main Body: Remember PEEL – Point, Explanation of point, Exemplification to support 
point made, Link to the question. Can you link your points to:

• time or scale eg Whereas x factor has a significant influence over a long time y 
factor is more influential in the short term. 

• Social, economic, environmental factors eg Although has engineering approaches 
are criticised for their unsustainable impact on the environment they can be view 
has being a solution to provide economic sustainability. 

• Different stakeholders eg Those working for the government may have very 
different and conflicting opinion’s to the local community

Supporting evidence x 2/3 points Evidence against x 2/3 points

Conclusion: Summarise main points. Make insightful judgements to reach an explicit 
conclusion.



EXAM PRACTISE:  Breaking down an Essay title

‘In a globalising world the use of the global common of Antarctica can never be sustainable.’
How far do you agree with this view? (20 marks)

1. Highlight terms you 
want to define

2. Annotate with key 
words

3. Think about your 
view point

Global commons:
Definition, give examples of 
how they are managed 
(economic and political 
interdependence)

Sustainable:
Define sustainability - what 
does a sustainable future for 
Antarctica look like?

Antarctica
Give some brief facts and figures 
about Antarctica – show 
location knowledge, potential 
resources, threats

Think of view point 
and give evidence to 
support that view. 
State your intent. 
Need terms like 
“partially agree”  or 
“fully agree”

AO1 – Knowledge and understanding of the various human threats to Antarctica and the way these
are managed, including the growing levels of economic and political interdependence on a global
scale.
AO2 – Application of knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the extent to which
sustainable use of the resources of Antarctica can be achieved in an increasingly globalising world.



20 mark question – expected content
AO1

• The form and nature of globalisation, including environmental, political and economic impacts.

• Fishing in the Southern Ocean has been exploited for a variety of fish, such as Antarctic rock cod (now so depleted that it cannot be fished), icefish and more 
recently the Patagonian toothfish.

• Over-fishing and whaling are major threats to the region. Illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing in the Southern Ocean threatens fish stocks and the 
seabirds and marine mammals that depend upon them.

• Whaling and sealing - early exploitation was far from sustainable, with species hunted to near extinction and no steps introduced to reduce or stop the 
exploitation until very late on, almost too late.

• Fishing limits are put in place (maximum sustainable yield) but these are exceeded and it is believed that actual amounts taken are 5 times the official figures. 
There is careful monitoring of Krill which is the staple of the marine ecosystem and if overfished has implications for the whole food chain.

• Tourism in Antarctica has seen significant increase in recent years with approximately 30000 arrivals per year. Most visitors arrive by boat and are taken ashore 
in limited numbers. It is an expensive destination, very little litter/waste is left and research suggests that seals and penguins are not affected by tourists. Of the 
landing sites 95% are not damaged.

• Marine pollution from tourist and other sources is a threat, for instance the sinking of the M/S Explorer off south Shetland Islands in 2007.

• IAATO guidelines are designed to manage impacts of tourism. However, membership of IAATO is not compulsory and so Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition 
(ASOC) suggest limiting the total number of tourists, method of arrival, no land-based development, no air travel allowed, for example.

• Pollution by tourists, fishing industry and scientist communities actually or potentially affects the Antarctic environment. Discarded plastic, fishing nets and 
hooks, organic waste, and sewage all contribute to environmental degradation. Other possible pollution sources include chemicals in the atmosphere, brought 
into the area by winds and sea currents, and damage to the upper atmosphere/ozone layer caused by CFCs or their successors.

• The role of the ‘global commons’ in relation to Antarctica and the role of international government organisations such as the International Whaling Commission 
and United Nations.

• The concept of sustainability in relation to Antarctica whereby the use of the area does not lead to irrevocable environmental damage, but leaves it for future 
generations to experience. So too is the potential for economic sustainability, dependent on the activity and is linked to careful management.



20 mark question – expected content



Peer Assessment
• When reading the 20-mark answer, use the following key in the margin or highlight parts of the text in different colours

AO1 – Knowledge and understanding of the various human threats to Antarctica and the way these are managed, including the growing levels of 
economic and political interdependence on a global scale.
AO2 – Application of knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the extent to which sustainable use of the resources of Antarctica 
can be achieved in an increasingly globalising world

AO1
• K & U knowledge and understanding of place(s) and environments 
• C & P knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes 
• S & T awareness of scale and temporal change 
AO2 
• A & E analysis and evaluation in the application of knowledge and understanding 
• Links – links between knowledge and understanding to the application of knowledge and understanding in different contexts 
• Conc – evaluative conclusion that is applied to the context of the question 
• The distinction between ‘analysis and evaluation’ and ‘evaluative conclusion’ is that the conclusion should come to an overall judgement 

related to the steer of the question, e.g. as prompted by the command words ‘to what extent…’ and ‘assess the extent to which…’ etc.





Answering 20 mark questions 

 

 

Evidence must be 
present to move into 
L2 

Consideration of both 
sides of the argument 
needed in L2 

Clear 
conclusions 
made in L3 

L4 – relevant 
connections. Clear 
understanding of 
how one factor 
affects another 

All points supported 
by place specific 
evidence 

L4 - Reach an explicit conclusion. This may be 
a justification of your opinion or clear 
appreciation of the complexities/ different 
opinions of different stakeholders  

• 20 marks = 25 
minutes 
 

• 2 pages of A4 
 
 

• Make a plan 
of key points 
before 
starting 






