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Comparing & Contrasting Texts Practice Texts: 

In preparation for your Comparing & Contrasting Texts assessment as part of Benchmark 8, we have 

compiled all the specimen and past paper texts that OCR has provided for A Level English Language 

since the specification was first sat in 2017.  

 

The question is always the same and reads as below: 

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.  

3. Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in 

these two texts. In your answer you should:  

• explore connections and variations between the texts  

• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning. [36] 

 

The assessment objectives that you are assessed against for this question are shown below: 

AO1: Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated terminology and coherent 

written expression. [12] 

AO3: Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are associated with the 

construction of meaning. [12] 

AO4: Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic concepts and methods. [12] 
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NB. With this pairing of texts, the specimen papers include a comparison of two transcripts. This is an 

unlikely match because of their similarity and hasn’t been seen in the exam series to date. 
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