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Writing on a Topical Language Issue Practice Statements: 

In preparation for your Topical Language Issue assessment as part of Benchmark 8, we have 

compiled all the specimen and past paper statements that OCR has provided for A Level English 

Language since the specification was first sat in 2017.  

 

Unlike all the other questions across the course, this is the only one that changes involving a 

language statement and a genre that you need to write your response in. Please turn over to see 

the collated questions. We also provide two statements that we’ve created below for additional 

practice. 

 

The assessment objectives that you are assessed against for this question are shown below: 

AO2: Demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to language use. [12] 

AO5: Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to communicate in different ways. 

[12] 

 

 

 

Example 1: 

‘School teachers and leaders are repressing students' spoken forms of language in the pursuit of 

Standard English’.  

  

Write a broadsheet newspaper article which critically engages with this statement. You need to 

engage a reasonably well-educated non-specialist audience. It should be no more than 500 

words. [24]  

 

 

Example 2: 

‘Language is powerful therefore its usage must somehow be controlled’.  

  

Write a broadsheet newspaper article which critically engages with this statement. You need to 

engage a reasonably well-educated non-specialist audience. It should be no more than 500 

words. [24]  
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