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All these sentences are starting points. Nothing is to be copied word for word.
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“Shaffer presents a reflection of the seemingly senseless violence of our time …” 
Critic on Shaffer’s work 
For context:
From reading the quote, say how that shapes your thoughts about the play.
Explain why the quote has relevance to our world today.
	You will discuss what you think the term seemingly senseless violence means
	Where in society today do you find seemingly senseless violence?	
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For context:
Read the ‘Author’s Notes On The Play’ attached:
These notes give you a sense of the historical context of the piece.
What do you think Shaffer is exploring through this play? 

· The play is based on a true event, the bearing this will have on the text is as follows ….
· The play was first staged four years after the abolition of the Lord Chamberlain’s right of censor of stage works. The play featured nudity, I believe an audience at that time would ……. And I believe Shaffer has done this because …..
· Through practical work responding to Alan’s crime in role I learnt …… about how society responses to crime and violence ….
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For context:
Some Key Themes:  Normality | Mediocrity v’s Extremity | Religion | Worship | Violence | Passion

FINISH THE SENTENCE AND INCLUDE THIS IN CONTEXT:
Thematically the play for me is about …. and the relevance to our world today is as follows …
Personally I believe the difference between WORSHIP and RELIGION is …. I think these elements are relevant to our world today in the following ways …
Initially the production shocked critics and audiences.

Its shock lay in its message about the world which western man has built for himself, a world which is flat and lacking in passion and which for most of us is the controlled mediocrity of suburban life. Shaffer suggests it is better to risk all in the way that Alan does.
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Shaffer said …
“your life is fake, it’s superficial, just a sheen with nothing worthwhile or solid underneath”
Essentially the quote is what Shaffer was saying about the western world in the early 1970’s – talk about the relevance of that to today and include that in your context section.

Research MAJOR EVENTS that were happening in the world in the early 1970’s.
Save these as a bullet point list. And link them to the play.

	THAT SHOULD THEN BE YOUR 200 WORDS FOR CONTEXT. OF COURSE YOU WILL HAVE A LOOK AT THE EXAMPLE PIECE OF COURSEWORK ON GOD ON-LINE WHICH FEATURES EQUUS – USE THAT TO GUIDE YOU.

I look forward to seeing them up-loaded on GOD ON-LINE (the section for text two NOT with the Bond stuff) …. This will be done, no debate. Thank you. 



	5



Read the notes on SET DESIGN. Using this description, can you make an attempt at drawing this set design.

Annotate your set design.
(Use the example on God to guide you)

Some Key Words For Visual, Aural, Spatial
Mise-en-scene | Signifier | Signifed | Significance | Brecthtian | Artaudian | Implicit | Greek Chorus | Proxemically higher / omnipresent | Symbology | 

Read and discuss the section on THE HORSES and THE CHORUS what thoughts do these
sections spark?
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Watch the DVD of Equus which is on e-stream. The film has a 15 rating, but is quite shocking in parts … that is it’s intention. It has Artaudian influences.
For this text you will be EXPECTED TO READ THE PLAY ON YOUR OWN before lessons. If you do not come to a lesson prepared you will be asked to leave, marked as absent and given no help for that section of the written work.
DOWNLOAD A COPY OF THE TEXT FROM ALL SCRIPTS. You now need to have read up to the end of scene 13
As you read the text, make notes for each scene:
· Narrative |Key Quotes underlined | Symbolism | Character notes |The language they employ | Visual, Aural, Spatial elements
To help you focus on narrative you may answer these questions in note form:
Narrative
· How successful is the opening of the play in gaining the audience’s attention and at engaging its curiosity?
· What are your initial impressions of Alan and Dysart?
· How does the audience’s attitude towards Alan develop during these opening scenes? To what extent can we sympathise with him in spite of our knowledge of what he has done?
· What has been learned of Alan’s motives for blinding the horses by the end of scene 7?
· Does Alan appear to be mentally unbalanced? If so, in what ways?
· How does Shaffer characterise the Strang’s relationship? 
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