their vision in order to
accommodate or build
off of the work the
actor. Similarly, an actor
must eb able to
effectively put the
instruction they receive
into performance, no
matter what they think
of it. This relationship is
also important as it
promotes development
in both parties giving
feedback: director’s
feedback on the actor’s
performance and the
actor’s feedback on the
director’s instruction.

to. Another issue of a
failing interrelationship
between a specific actor
and a director is the
possibility of a lack of
continuity within the
performance and the
failure to achieve the
director’s vision. This is
because if an actor and 2
director are unable to
worle well together it is
likely that the actor will
produce a performance
which is not what the
director wanted. This
therefore will mean that
this worlk will not fit
within the director’s
vision and will ultimately
not fit the rest if the
performance. This can
have a huge effect on a
performance as it will
then come across to the
audience as confusing
and unprofessional as the
section produced by that
actor will not fit in with
all the other sections of
the performance.

t you have learnt, what

t has surprised you -

This research has been very beneficial for me regarding the possibility of entering the performing arts
industry following the finalisation of my A level studies. It has hugely widened my breadth of understanding
and has made me analyse whether or not | believe that | would be suited to a career within the performing
arts industry. Alongside my learning of new facts about the industry, this research has consolidated my
previous knowledge of it and confirmed some questions | had. A key idea which was consolidated for me
was the competitiveness of the industry and the difficulty it takes for an actor to succeed. | was surprised
with the level of this though. Although | knew that it was difficult to gain worlk | predicted that at maximum
a person would be out of work between 50% to 60% of the time. Discovering that in average this statistic
actually rests at 80% shocked me and brought me immediately to terms with the struggle faced by actors on
a regular basis within their work environment. This shock additionally changed my opinion of the industry as
a whole. Where before | thought of the industry as competitive but workable for an actor, | now realise
that it is a ruthlessly competitive industry where one mistake can end an actor’s career and it is incredibly
difficult to reach a level of success where your income is regular and you are economically stable. This
research has also helped me to explore the best ways in which to succeed within the industry and what is




[regularly required of actors in order to achieve this. Although | knew that the hours for performance were
long | did not expect that the time an actor is working could span over 3 quarters of a day (12-hour
rehearsal period + evening show + extra preparation). This shocked me and made me realise the resilience
which is required within the industry if an actor is going to do well. However, this emphasis on extra work
has not discouraged me from considering a career within performing arts, in fact it has encouraged me. This
is because | am a perfectionist and therefore am willing to commit large amounts of time to perfecting on a
piece of work and getting it to the highest possible standard. This perfectionism has also made me realise
the process which needs to be undertaken for work to reach a high quality. This knowledge of the time |
would need to, and would have to be willing to commit, in order to succeed within the industry does not
deter me as | know that | am capable of rising to the bar in order to meet these.

A particular section of the above research which | found incredibly helpful and very interesting was the
study into professional procedures used by an actor within the industry. | found this very informing due to
the simple fact that, prior to my research, | did not lenow much about this area at all. | knew that there
were CVs within the industry for example, but | had no clue how they differed to the CV which would be
required in most other liens of work. | found this study interesting therefore, as it was practically all new
knowledge for me to learn about and analyse. | also think that this will now help me going forward to
consider a future career within the performing arts as | know have a working knowledge of this area and
what | should look out for when dealing with it (good qualities of agents for example)

Something which | am going to start doing, foliowing this research, in order to improve my chances of
succeeding within the industry is conducting mire in depth character research and reading more plays. |
believe | need to do this as when | compare my current practice to that expected of a professional actor |
find myself considerably lacking. | in particular want to read more plays and watch more professional work
in order to expand my knowledge of the industry and the different styles of work which are produced. This
is important for me considering a future in performing arts as an actor should have an extensive knowledge
of the industry as a whole and should have a built-up knowledge bank of plays, performances and genres in
order to help the in future performances. Additionally, by starting to read and watch more plays, | will also
improve my future chances regarding auditions as | will be able to locate any speeches which | have a
connection to, and | could perform within an audition setting. It will also provide me with greater
contextual knowledge which could be displayed within the interview section of an audition.
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How does this research make you feel about vocational training? (D)

This personally makes me feel very positive about vocational training and | think | would
respond very well to it. One key aspect of this research which makes me think this is the
level of contact hours that a student at GSA will receive (35 hours in class + extra
organised rehearsals and/or meetings), This made me realise that | would probably suit
vocational training as | respond best to constant and in depth feedback when producing
my best work. The low staff to student ratio, and the large amount of time spent with
tutors means that practitioners will be able to receive large amounts of feedback on a
regular basis. This would help my development hugely as | would constantly be able to
refer to and receive feedback in order to develop my performances. Another personal
response | had to this research was gladness at the increase in accessibility to vocational
courses being provided. Yhen researching GSA, | discovered that it had become affiliated
to the University of Surrey which meant that students could receive a plethora of things
which were not previously available to them. In terms of accessibility | think the key one
is student loans. The student loans are available as due to the university affiliation; GSA
applications are now taken through UCAS; meaning that tuition fees are capped at £9,250
and students can apply for and receive student loans in order to cover this. | was very
happy to discover this as | feel it makes vocational training more accessible and can help it
to escape the stereotype that all the students are middle-class and white. When
vocational training institutions are private (as some still are and all of them used to be)
students were expected to raise all of their own funds for their training (up to £18,000
p.a.). This meant that drama schools were only available to those who had the financial
capability to do this. This is where the stereotype stems from as the majority of those
people were white and middle class. Now with the majority of drama schools registered
on UCAS, student loans are readily available and vocational training is now accessible to
all. This is good, in my opinion, as at these institutions, entry is now almost solely based
upon ability and the person themselves and will not be limited by a person’s ability to pay
the tuition as the student loan can cover this. This overall accessibility will hopefully allow
drama schools to outgrow the white middle class students stereotype and become
institutions which are viewed as accessible to all.




This research has also reinforced my opinion that vocational training the best for a
practitioner to prepare for entering the performing arts industry. This is not simply
because that is the purpose of vocational training. This reinforcement comes from the
clear ethos employed within training institutions to prepare their students for the
unforgiving nature of the industry. This includes the discipline rules at GSA: 3 strikes and
you're out and teacher’s discretion regarding lateness. These sorts of rules teach students
about what is expected of them within the industry and how ill-discipline will be treated.
By following the norms of the industry itself, vocational training institutions prepare
students extensively for the nature of the industry in a way academic institution do not. |
believe that those who come out of vocational training will be more likely to hit the
ground running and become successful due to this ethos and the fact that the industry’s
|_practices will be normal to them,
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AUDITIONING AND INTERVIEWING (The Council for Dance Education and
Training and the National Council for Drama Training).

Complete a brief research analysis of advice on auditions and interviews

[ Before auditioning at drama school, a practitioner would need to work out which course it was

will help to outline what it is that they would cover within each of the courses that the institution
are offering.

include going to watch showcases at schools they are considering to see what type of work is
being produced and whether that would suit them; getting involved in short courses run by the
school to gain an idea of the style of teaching being provided (i.e. summer courses, evening classes
etc.); getting in contact with previous and current students and gaining their personal opinions and
experience with the schools; conducting thorough research into the details of the course itself
etc. If a practitioner does these things, they will be able to make an informed choice as to which
course is best suited for them.

Once they have decided on a course an applicant must then apply for that school. This will either
be through UCAS (for drama schools affiliated with universities) or privately (non-affiliated drama
schools).

A practitioner should apply for auditions whenever they feel confident in their audition speeches
and their ability to perform in the audition, This being said, it is usually advisable for a practitioner
to make an application to their favoured institution sooner rather than later within the academic
year. This is because each institution will have a different deadline (same for all UCAS byt private
schools is at their discretion), so a practitioner needs to ensure that their application arrives
before then. Additionally, if a practitioner applies earlier they will have a set date for which they
can prepare and plan (speeches, travel, accommodation etc.)

Applying for more than one course is useful to a professional practitioner for a faw reasons.
Firstly, it increases their chance of getting onto a course as they have, more chances to succeed
with more auditions. On top of this they will receive valuable audition experience which can help
them to perform better in future auditions,

When filling out an application form a practitioner must be careful to only include the details
[quested. This is a consideration as different institutions may ask for different information andifa

practitioner is not aware what they must provide, it is likely their application will be turned down
as it does not meet the requirements. Things which can be required by Drama schools in




This research has taught a lot about the intricate workings of the audition and hiring processes within the
industry. Something | found surprising was the level of preparation that a practitioner should take before an
audition. | was already aware that you should conduct prep such as character research and reading the play
for context, however | was unaware about the multitude of other things that a practitioner must consider
regarding auditions. For example, | did not think that an actor would have to consider to such a large extent
the food they consume and their nutritional intake as | thought there would be scheduled breaks in which
practitioners could eat and replenish their energy levels. | feel that this may be a weakness of the audition
process at many drama schools as although you want to test the performance stamina of prospective
students, if they do not have enough available time in which they can replenish their energy this will in itself
be counterproductive. How can a drama school expect a practitioner to be working at full intensity all day
when they've only had one meal overall! This being said, things like this stress the organisation skills whic
are required to work within the industry. Practitioners need to meticulously plan their schedule, right down
to when and what they are going to eat and therefore need to be very organised. This is something | thinic |
need to work on in order to prepare for a future in the performing arts industry. | personally am quite
organised and can organise myself, however | sometimes lack motivation to do this and can end up
becoming very disorganised due to this. So that | am prepared for a future in which organisation is key | will
need to work on this and begin planning things well in advance to a strict time schedule in order to improve
my overall organisational skills. Another specific thing which | need to work on in order to prepare for
future auditions and interviews is to read and watch more pieces of professional work. This will benefit my
audition and interview process as a.) it will provide me with the possibility of finding new speeches to
perform in monologues and provide me with the context of them within the play as a whole b.) it will
expand my cultural knowledge of the industry and shows within it and c.) give me something to talk about
within interviews and to engage the panel with regarding my favourite and most recent performances.
Overall | think this is important for me as well as it can expand my knowledge of writing pieces of work;
something that | am interested in and am attempting to do currently. Having a greater knowledge of a range
of professional work should benefit me in this process greatly.

Another thing which | am going to do to prepare mysslf for future applications to vocational schools is to
attend and watch showcases by schools | may be interested in. This will help to inform me whether their
style of performance would suit me as | will be able to ask myself whether | can see myself performing as
their students are. As well as supplying me with greater information with which to make my decisions
regarding which school | would like to apply for, having watched showcases is something which can be an
interesting source of conversation within an interview and could help to show the interviewer my level of
interest in the institution and my commitment to study there.




This therefore means there is a high level of strictness, with all of the panel saying that
their schools employ a three strikes and you're out system when considering lateness.
This is the same for deadlines which are non-negotiable and expected to be met no
excuses.

(D1 ASSESSED)

Evaluate your current practice. In response to the above interviews, what do you need to
do now to prepare for vocational training in a years’ time?

| feel that my current practice is not bad but is not up to standard it will need to be for
vocational training in a year’s time. This is because currently | am not 100% committed to
the industry and my performance ability. | definitely need to increase the amount of work
| am doing at the current moment and need to reduce my levels of procrastination in
favour of knuckling down to intensive and comprehensive, in depth work on my ability. |
currently also do not read or watch enough plays to have the cultural and industry
knowledge to succeed within vocational training. As mentioned at the performance panel,
it is key that a performer has a good understanding of multiple styles of performance and
plays for the interview section of the auditions to vocational training. This is because a
practitioner applying will be asked many questions regarding the industry such as their
favourite play, most recent performance they have watched, dream role etc. By watching
and reading more plays | will be able to develop the range of possible answers that | will
have for these questions. Additionally, this practice will help me to greater define myself
as an actor as | will be able to find styles, playwrights and possibly even actors who | feel |
can connect with and incorporate their way of working into my own performance. | think
that in order to do thus | should set myself 2 quota of how many plays | need to read and

me to develop my organisational skills. A clear theme throughout all of these interviews
was the unforgiving nature of the industry and how important it is to remain organised
when completing vocational training. This is because; due to the large workload, intensive
rehearsal and high expectation of training institution’s; if a practitioner is not organised
they will fall behind and will likely drown in the amount of work they are required to

was stressed how difficult it was to find part time work whilst studying vocationally, with
one practitioner stating that only 3 out of 21 students in her year group were able to
maintain a part time job successfully. All of the practitioners stressed the importance of
organising when you are going to work in order to be able to remain financially table and
maintain a high quality of work. | think | need to focus on this for my future in vocational
training as | personally do not think | will have a supply of money available to me which

organisational skills over the upcoming year in order to ensure that | will be able to work
alongside my vocational training.

watch within a certain time period. As well as helping my cultural knowledge, this will help

complete. Organisation is also key regarding financial stability. At the performance panel it

would allow me not to have to work alongside my studies. Therefore, | need to boost my




