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Unit 12 – Task 1 – Part A – Better Working Conditions
Improved living conditions for the working class
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The emergence of sport for the masses (particularly
spectator sport), excursion trips to the seaside and
paid holidays were slow to come and hard won.
However, reform, improvement and increased
freedom for the working class shaped the second
half of the century. Earnings improved, hours

at work were reduced and industrial patronage
became more widespread. Reform by groups of
Evangelicals, Social Christians, temperance societies,
trade unionists and humanitarians became both
possible and desirable, with industrialists wanting

a healthy and contented as well as a disciplined
workforce. Some factory owners began to offer
opportunities for social, recreational and sporting
activity. Some had genuine paternalistic or Christian
motives and were keen to improve the health and
morale of the workforce; others simply wanted to
win loyalty and increase work output. The annual
excursion trip to the seaside was part of working-
class culture by the end of the century.

THE TRANSPURT REVOLUTION

Tmproved transport and communications were
almost certainly the greatest cause of change to
sport, and the railways were the most significant
mode of transport (road transport was still slow,
canals were for goods and services, and air transport
had not yet developed). The railways significantly
increased the chance to both participate in and to
watch sport. They were also the main factor that
spread sport throughout Britain.

The railways:

e took people further in a shorter time

e enabled distant teams to play each other and
take supporters

e caused a standardised set of rules to be needed

e speeded up the development of leagues, cups
and competitions

e allowed people to get to the countryside -
perhaps taking their (newly invented and
acquired) bicycle with them to explore

e meant that kindly factory owners could lay on
excursion trips to the seaside for their workers.
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The nature and scale of sport in Britain continued
to evolve and change. Some rationalised that
codified games such as rugby football came from
Oxbridge, while others such as lawn tennis were
invented by middle-class entrepreneurs. Municipal

had not yet developed). The railways significantly
increased the chance to both participate in and to
watch sport. They were also the main factor that
spread sport throughout Britain.

The railways:

e took people further in a shorter time

e enabled distant teams to play each other and
take supporters

o caused a standardised set of rules to be needed

e speeded up the development of leagues, cups
and competitions

e allowed people to get to the countryside -
perhaps taking their (newly invented and
acquired) bicycle with them to explore

e meant that kindly factory owners could lay on
excursion trips to the seaside for their workers.

The train journey was also an enjoyable pastime

in its own right. And, as horses no longer had to

walk to their next race, the ‘sport of kings’ (horse
racing) developed too!
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[image: image3.png]® Industrialisation was a multi-dimensional
process which, though uneven in speed and
geography, completely changed sport in
England between 1800 and 1900.
The first half of the nineteenth century was a

period of decline and limited opportunity due to:

loss of space

the shift from seasonal to machine time
12-hour days and no time to ‘play’
poverty and low wages

loss of rural patronage

urbanisation, overcrowding and poor living
conditions

poor working conditions.
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or public parks became features of enlightened
towns and created much needed space, while
urban swimming baths were built to wash

manual workers. (For more on the development of
swimming and lawn tennis as rational recreations,
see Chapter 4 pages 53 and 78 respectively).

Industrial patronage

The provision of social, recreational and sporting
opportunities by wealthy industrialists for their
workers.

Oxbridge

The prestigious Oxford and Cambridge
universities, where many ex-public school boys
completed their Degree study.
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Class system of the late 19th Century
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