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Unit 12 – Task 1 – Part B
The Spread of Team Games throughout Europe and the British Empire

Ex-public schoolboys became:

· Teachers – often in the school they had attended.

· Vicars/priests – supporting their parishioners in the formation of youth clubs and parish teams.

· Army officers – increasing the morale and fitness of their soldiers, taking British games abroad.

· Community members – playing for and running local sports clubs.

· Community leaders – supporting local initiatives and donating money to the town.

· Industrialists – keen to spread the values of athleticism to their workforce.

· Parents – influencing their own children, often sending them to their old school.

Association Football

· Ex-public school boys from the universities of Oxford and Cambridge formed the Football Association (FA) in 1863.

· Prior to this, the dribbling game (soccer) and the handling game (rugby) co-existed.

· Soccer became both an amateur game for gentlemen and a professional game for ‘the people’.

· Football was a regular spectator attraction rather than an annual festival occasion.

· It soon became clear that the best players could not take unpaid time off work to play and when the Football League was founded in 1888, the FA reluctantly accepted professionalism.

· Football became so popular so quickly because:

· It was simple

· It fitted the limited space available

· It fitted perfectly into the newly free Saturday afternoon

· It provided a focus for community solidarity and comradeship

· It was affordable

· It was locally available

· There was a dense working-class population on hand as spectators

· Improved transport and communications

· Good-hearted factory owners often provided facilities

· Many teams developed, almost spontaneously, from church and youth movements.  Aston Villa, Everton, Bolton and Barnsley, for example, were all originally church based

· For professionals, it offered an improved lifestyle & regular wages

· It made the players heroes among the working class

· The first international match between England and Scotland took place in 1870 and by 1885 all the home countries were playing each other.

· Quite quickly, the working-class dominance of soccer changed the nature of the game.

· Ex-public school boys fought back with amateur-only leagues, an amateur cup and amateur international fixtures.

· They criticised the obsession and liveliness of paying spectators.

· They also established a team of outstanding amateurs called ‘the Corinthians’ who successfully competed for many years, even against the professional sides.

The Emergence of Association Football from Mob Football
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OCR A2 PE Textbook pages 49-51.
The Encyclopedia of British Football pages 11-14.

www.thefa.com/TheFA/WhoWeAre/HistoryOfTheFA 
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