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Contemporary urban environments
1. The global pattern: mega cities and world cities
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Key Terms
· Urban growth – the increase in the total population of a town or city.
· Urbanisation – the increase in the proportion of the population living in an urban area.
· Megacity – metropolitan area with a total population in excess of 10 million people.  A megacity can be a single metropolitan area or two or more metropolitan areas that converge upon one another.
· Urban Sprawl – the spread of an urban area into the surrounding countryside.
· World city – a city that acts as a major centre for finance, trade, business, politics culture, science information gathering and diffusion, publishing and mass media, and all the associated activities – serving not just a country or a region but the whole world. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]TASK:  What is the difference between urbanisation and urban growth?





TASK:  Watch the clip ‘intro to megacities’ chapter from ‘Andrew Marr’s Megacities’ Living in the city e-stream #7317.  Make notes below.
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Urbanisation and its importance in human affairs

TASK:  Use the words below to fill in the missing blanks.

Urbanisation
· Urbanisation is a rise in the  __________________  of a population living in urban areas.
· The process is reflected in:
· An economic shift from  _______________     activities to manufacturing and services.
· More people living in built-up areas
· The physical spread of built-up areas
Its importance in human affairs:
· It is expected by 2050 that 66% of global population will live in urban areas mostly concentrated in  __________  and _____________ .  
This will challenge provision of basic resources and managing the strain on the environment.
· Urban areas absorb pressure of global migration patterns and rural to urban migration within countries as ___________________   practices transform.
· The _______________   growth of cites will be a major challenge of the twenty-first century.

environment		proportion		Asia		Africa
primary			agricultural		sustainable


Global patterns of urbanisation since 1945
[image: ]
TASK:  Describe the urban population of the world from 1945 to 2014 and estimates to 2050.








How have Global City Populations changed?

	Rank
	1960
	Population (millions)
	2019
	Population (millions)

	1
	New York
	14.2
	Tokyo
	37.4

	2
	London
	10.7
	Delhi
	29.4

	3
	Tokyo
	10.7
	Shanghai
	26.3

	4
	Shanghai
	10.7
	Sao Paulo
	21.8

	5
	Beijing
	7.3
	Mexico City
	21.6

	6
	Paris
	7.2
	Cairo
	20.5

	7
	Buenos Aires
	6.9
	Dhaka
	20.3

	8
	Los Angeles
	6.6
	Mumbai
	20.2

	9
	Moscow
	6.0
	Beijing
	20.0

	10
	Chicago
	6.0
	Osaka
	19.2



TASK: Use the table and video clip to describe the growth of megacities.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-13990366/the-growth-of-megacities
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· Compare and comment on the percentage urban population  1970-2014.






















· Describe the location of the world’s largest cities in 1970.  How has this pattern changed by 2014
















Consequences of urbanisation and urban growth

TASK:  Use your pre-work to discuss how the consequences listed below affect the lived experience of urban residents.
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· Urban Sprawl – what negatives does this cause?


· Shortage of housing in lower-income countries


· Shortage of affordable housing in higher-income cites


· Lack of urban services and waste disposal 


· Unemployment and under employment – what is underemployment?


· Transport issues


Megacities

Megacities are a feature of modern urbanisation.  Their characteristics are as follows:
· They offer an expansive range of social series:  health, welfare, education.
· The environmental and planning impact of housing and infrastructure for dense populations in concentrated in one area.
· They provide large and diverse employment opportunities.
· They exist as centres for innovation.

TASK:  Watch first 5 minutes of the clip and make notes on growth and issues of megacities. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b4x4IiKLa4











The Processes Leading to Urban Growth
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TASK:  Look at the example of a megacity, Shanghai Oxford text book p125.  Which process(es) are most associated with the growth of Shanghai?  Consider political, economic, social, technological and demographic.  Use evidence to support your answer.




















World Cities

The term world city has been given to cities that have the greatest influence on a world scale e.g. London, New York, Tokyo and Beijing.

Characteristics of World Cities
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TASKS:  p123 Oxford textbook.  Why do cities keep on growing?






What is the difference between a megacity and world city?  Is it inevitable that a megacity will develop into a world city? Give reasons for your answer. 
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TASKS:  Study the map and answer the following questions. (p122-123 Oxford Textbook).
· Using named examples, describe how world cities are interconnected.






· Why are the majority of the world cities still located in HIC’s?






· Why are world cities so important to the global economy?






· Suggest reasons why education is so important to the future of cities, particularly in LICs.    
TASK:  Research London to give evidence to support its status as a world city.
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Exam Questions
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Pre-work/flipped learning
Find definitions for the following key terms:
· Suburbanisation
· Counter-urbanisation
· Urban Resurgence
· Deindustrialisation
Read Hodder text book p385-386 and produce a mind map/make notes on:  
· Characteristics of suburbanisation
· Causes of suburbanisation
· Effects of suburbanisation
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Contemporary urban environments
* Global patterns of urbanisation since 1945.

* Economic, social, technological, political and demographic
processes associated with urbanisation and urban growth.
* The emergence of megacities and world cities and their role
in global and regional economies.

« Contemporary characteristics or mega/world cities.

Learning Objectives:
A clear understanding of the terms urbanisation and urban growth.

Describe and explain the changing global patterns of urbanisation since:
1945.

Discuss the economic, social, technological, political and demographic
processes associated with urbanisation and urban growth.

Explain the emergence of megacities and world cities, describe their
characteristics and discuss their role in global and regional economies.

Urban growth  Urbanisation
Megacity World City.
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In this section you will learn about urbanisation, its importance in human affairs and global
patterns of urbanisation since 1945

The rise of the city!

In 1945, less than one-third of the world's population lived in cities or
urban areas. By 2008, more people lived in urban areas than in rural areas
and this proportion is expected to rise to around two-thirds by 2030. In
the UK, for example, urban life is now a reality for nearly 85 per cent of
the population. This unprecedented move from a rural to an urban society
has enormous potential to bring positive change but it also carries risk.

Urbanisation and urban growth

Do you live in an urban area? Looking out of your bedroom window Businessess Population
you might think that this is a straightforward question. A town or city

is an urban area — but today’s city boundaries are far from clear. You

might live in the extended suburbs far from the shopping or commercial

centre (CBD) and still officially live within an urban or metropolitan area foox]
The metropolitan county of Greater London constitutes nearly al of
Middlesex, parts of Kent, Essex, Hertfordshire and Surrey.

Note the difference between the following terms

+ Urban growth — the increase in the total population of a town or city.

+ Urbanisation — the increase in the proportion of the population living in
urban centres.

» Urban expansion — the increase in size or geographical footprint of
acity.

A city may experience urban growth and expansion, but if this growth is

matched by population increases in rural areas, then urbanisation is not

occurring,

Percentage of urban area population City population (millions) | "

The importance of urban centres in human affairs .0 ) P (] F;g;n;;gzb)uzrg:; g;:wrn amf“m:mwmn
a e pace of urbanisation

Cities are not only important as centres of population but they also w 0 has changed the face of our planet over

influence and shape our lives at every level. They are important for: . -0 . the last 50 years.

+ the organisation of economic production, for example, concentration
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Table 9.5 GaWC city rankings, 2012
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. [4] Why are some cities considered to be world cities?

[1 mark]

A These are cities that are the major hubs of trade and capital El
markets. They often have a colonial heritage with links to
other countries dating back hundreds of years. A good
example is Paris.

B These are cities that cover the largest area of land. They are |E|
the product of decades of inward internal migration. A good
example is Mexico City.

C These are cities with the highest density of population. Here EI
the relative lack of available land for development has
squeezed the very large population into small pockets which
leads to the highest densities. A good example is Cairo.

D These are cities with the largest number of people. These EI
huge cities are home to a wide range of cultures and ethnic
groups following decades of international migration. A good
example is Istanbul.
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. E Outline reasons for the emergence of megacities.
[3 marks]
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Figure 7 shows the percentage of urban population by country and location of the
world’s largest cities in 2014.
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.[[47] using Figure 7, assess the extent to which there is a relationship between city size
and percentage urban population.
[6 marks]
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.[5] Analyse changes in the world pattem of urbanisation shown in Figure 7 and
Figure 8.
(6 marks]
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Figure 8 - 2015-2030
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