

Contemporary Urban Environments Booklet 6

Name:
Urban Forms
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Key Terms
· Urban form is the physical characteristics of built-up areas including the shape, size, density (of population) and make-up or configuration of settlements.
· Urban morphology:  the spatial structure and organisation of an urban area.

TASK:  What factors were relevant in the siting of towns and cities?
Physical					Human







· Are these factors still relevant today?

· Have Human factors become more relevant?
	
Land Values
· Main factor affecting land-use is land value.
· Traditionally higher in the centre of a city – high accessibility
· Peak Land Value Intersection (PLVI) – point with the highest land value.  Land prices decline in line with the theory of distance decay.
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Main land-use zones in a city
TASK:  Complete the following.  
· Suggest where each of the land-use zones is located in a city.
· Suggest what is found in each of the land-use zones and why. 

· Central Business District (CBD)
	

· Inner City



· Residential


· Green Areas


· Out of town retail developments


· Business or Science Parks


· Industry


· Informal Settlements
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The Bid Rent Theory
The location of urban land uses is determined by the willingness to pay high prices for central locations and reliance on accessibility.







Urban form will change over time in response to several factors:
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TASK:  Use the information on Urban Form on the previous page to help answer the questions on Mumbai, Los Angeles and London below.
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TASK:  Answer the exam-style question on a separate piece of paper.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘Using examples, evaluate the factors responsible for urban form.’ (9 marks)

Homework/flipped learning
Read Hodder textbook p 394-398 and produce a mind map/notes on New Urban Landscapes under the following headings:     -     Changes in the city centre
· Town centre mixed development
· The development of cultural and heritage quarters
· Gentrified areas
· Fortress landscapes
· Edge cities
· The concept of the postmodern western city.
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« Population: globalisation has brought increased migration. ‘Flows' of
people through a city are increasingly difficult to predict and to manage.
For example, lack of forward-planning or an inability to keep pace with such
flows may result in shortfalls of housing, schools, health services and so on.

& Environment: for example, established physical infrastructure such as sewer
systems (sewerage) or water treatment works need to keep pace with
population change.

« Economy: industry has tended to locate in centres of population.
As population has moved, for example, from the inner city to the suburbs
and more recently to beyond the rural-urban fringe, industries have tended
to follow.

+ Technology: for example, some industries will be pulled towards the
‘hardware’ of wired networks or data and processing hubs where there is
high-speed access to the internet and a convergence of new technologies
(read again the redevelopment of Longbridge on 3.8). Elsewhere, new
technologies are already supporting teleworking and challenging the
notion of work hubs.

« Policies: government policies affecting housing, planning, transport and
the economy will restrict or encourage changes at different times and in
different urban locations.
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Describe Mumbai’s urban form
(Size, shape, density and configuration).
Note: Use the scale to help.

27,000 people per square kilometre

What do you think are
the most dominant
factors in the urban
form of Mumbai?

« Social

« Environmental

« Economic

« Technological
Policies





image6.png
o

‘. Bowtionn

Population density:
3,275 people per square kilometre

Describe Los Angeles’ urban form
(Size, shape, density and configuration).
Note: Use the scale to help.

What do you think are the most
dominant factors in the urban
form of Los Angeles?

+ Social

* Environmental

* Economic

+ Technological

« Policies
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Describe London’s urban form

(Size, shape, density and configuration).
Note: Use the scale to help.

What do you think are the most
dominant factors in the urban
form of London?

* Social

+ Environmental

* Economic

* Technological

« Ppolicies

Population density:
4,542 people per
square kilometre
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Contemporary urban environments
Contemporary characteristics of mega/world cities.
Urban characteristics in contrasting settings.
Physical and human factors in urban forms.

Spatial patterns of land use and the factors that
influence them.

Learning Objectives:

« Discuss the contrasting characteristics of cities across
the world but recognise that both physical and
human factors are important.

+ Describe patterns of spatial land use in contrasting
urban settings.
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Figure 913 Typical land values for acity in a high-income country
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Figure 9.14 The bid-rent theory




