French A-LEVEL: SUPPORT SHEET FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Students: Where can students get help for themselves?

Teachers are there for guidance with your studies, however, we would expect you to have accessed support materials and tried to work out any questions/issues yourself before seeking out extra help.  Rather than coming to a teacher saying ‘I do not understand the formation of the subjunctive’, try to look at Godalming online, websites, grammar books etc. to answer the question yourself first.  You can then approach us with ‘is the use of subjunctive more common with certain verbs…’.  The emphasis is on you to take responsibility for your learning.  The following can help you with that:

1. TEXTBOOKS: Consolidation of content is important – the AQA Hodder and the AQA Oxford textbooks (Kerboodle website) are accessible on godalming online or in the ILC, including all the listening material. Students have workbooks for all A-level topics, including literature and film. The CHEZ NOUS magazine for the Lower Sixth is a good starting point. If they would like to do further reading there are various relevant books in the library, plenty of additional reading, listening material and topic related literature.
2. WEBSITES: There are numerous websites for A-level  students of French.  There is a wealth of resources available, including revision work, powerpoints on key topic areas, study notes, advice and guidance on exam technique.  Making use of these resources outside lessons will enhance a student’s ability to analyse and evaluate - key skills that are crucial to success at A-level.   
3. CURRENT AFFAIRS:  Students, who regularly watch and discuss news from French speaking countries will enhance their understanding and will be able to show awareness of contemporary events in their speaking examination and understanding of comprehension tasks.  Various links are available on GOL, www.francetvinfo.fr/replay-jt/, www.zut.org.uk, https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/en and the www.newsinslowfrench.com are very useful sites.
4. OUTSIDE OF LESSON TIME: Twice a week, Wednesday and Thursday lunchtime in room 405, students can drop in to speak to a member of the department, ask any questions they might have, get help with homework, grammar issues, translations etc.  Staff are not in a position to give specialist 1-2-1 help necessarily outside of lesson time, but these workshops are useful to drop in with questions.

Parents: How can you help?
We often get asked by parents of students studying for the AS and A-level examinations what things they can be doing to help them achieve the best possible grade.

Whilst almost all the work that is required to be successful at A level must come from the student there are some things that parents can do that can help :-
1. Encourage them to watch the English news. It is essential for students to know what is happening in the world, not just the French speaking countries. Students need to have ideas on e.g. ’changes in family structures’ to form and express opinions.

2. Encourage them to read and listen to French programmes and  news, watch French films with French subtitles, clips related to other interests they might have, e.g. sport, history and visit art exhibitions. The participation in the school trip is vital in relation to the A-level topic areas.
3. Your experiences within your lifetime are also useful to provide historical context.  What are your thoughts on social media, right to vote or immigration? What do you think of Emmanuel Macron, the EU and Brexit? 

4. At the end of every half term they will be given a benchmark assessment– ask how they performed in the test and encourage them to spend time revising and consolidating content ahead of it.
5. Encourage them to attend the drop in workshops run by the Department for extra help with topics they are finding difficult.
6. Learning cannot happen just in the classroom.  They have to be responsible for that learning as well.  It is something we drill into them from the beginning of their studies.  50% of their learning is expected to happen in the classroom, but 50% is also expected OUTSIDE the classroom.  
Lessons, Homework and Assessment
Lessons consist of as much student interaction as is possible.  Every exercise involves some sort of student discussion or debate with interactive class feedback at the end.  Current affairs are referred to constantly as an historical context is vital to their understanding of the subject. Students are encouraged to speak French in lessons.
Students are expected to be completing a minimum of 5 to 6 hours homework per week (with reading around current affairs in addition).  Students will be set three types of homework:
· PREP WORK: This is prior reading and understanding of texts related to a topic on hand. It is hard and will push and challenge the student, because it requires looking up and learning of new words and constantly expanding the vocabulary. We emphasise to students that learning is not easy and takes time and perseverance.  This work will be assessed in class by a brief inspection by the teacher, a class discussion or peer assessment and weekly vocabulary tests.
· HOMEWORK (written): This can be an essay as consolidation for work covered in class, a reading or listening exercise and a mind map at the end of a topic. For grammar and translation exercises the students have a grammar workbook, out of which homework is set. For the film and literary text homework could be any exercise from the accompanying work booklet.  Written work is collected in and marked according to the AQA specification assessment criteria. It is returned to the student with corrections and/or guidance on how to correct the mistakes. The expectation is set that the students should be using us, department workshops and other resources to make sure they maximize the benefits of learning from mistakes. For longer pieces of written homework plenty of time is given and therefore it is also expected that work is handed in on time.
· REVISION: this should be an ongoing process (see homework timetable). Students will face a benchmark exam every half-term.  This will consist of at least an hour test under timed conditions.  The best way to revise is to spend 50% of your time going over mind maps, notes, exercises, old essays to ensure you understand the content of the course and the material covered.  The remaining 50% of time should be spent completing additional reading, listening and translation tasks and past paper questions.
	BENCHMARKS (First Year)

1. October – Listening, Reading, Writing & Grammar
2. December – Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking  & Grammar
3. March/Easter  - AS Practice Papers 1, 2 & 3
4. June – Final mock examination: AS Papers 1,2 & 3
	BENCHMARKS (Second Year)

5. October – AS Paper 1, 2 & 3
6. December – A-level Papers 1, 2 & 3 

7. March – A-level Papers 1,2&3  Mock Exam




ACTUAL EXAM AT THE END OF TWO YEARS
At the end of the 2 years of study, students will be taking three exams:

PAPER 1: Listening, Reading and Writing   2hours, 30 min   (100 marks, 50% of A-level)
· Aspects of French-speaking society : Current trends & issues
· Political & artistic culture in the French-speaking world

· Grammar & translations

PAPER 2: Writing   2 hours (80 marks, 20% of A-level)
· Two essays (one film and one book)
· Grammar & translations
PAPER 3: Speaking   21-23 min (60 marks, 30% of A-level)
· Individual research project
· One of 12 sub-themes studied in Year 1 & Year 2 of the A Level.
What happens if a student is underperforming?
At Godalming College, there is an ethos of ‘dealing with the student first’.  We will work with you to achieve your studies as best we can and parents are only contacted at the review times of January, June in the first year and November and March of the second year.  However some students struggle with French and find they are unable to learn effectively for whatever reason.  If your teachers are significantly worried about your progress, the department will place you onto a ‘Departmental Action Plan’ (DAP) as sanctioned by the Head of Department outside of these review periods.  This is where we formalise contact with your parents through a bespoke action plan so that you, the department and your parents can all help you to achieve your potential.  These action plans are a supportive mechanism to get you back on track.  A failure to meet the action plan will mean that you are referred to your Senior Tutor for further support.  Where a student is culpable for their underperformance, the Senior Tutor may decide to place you onto a Formal Warning under the College’s disciplinary procedures.  Where a student is struggling because of health or other extenuating circumstances, the Senior Tutor may place you onto a ‘Supportive Warning’ to further support your studies.
