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Activity 5 – Evaluation (20 minutes) 
How examiners approach marking this activity 

• Read evaluation and determine best fit for band based on understanding of technical 

concepts and technical vocabulary  

• Assign position in that mark band based on evaluative content 

What should be evaluated: 

• how well your database structure has minimised data duplication 

• how well your database structure meets these requirements: 

▪ an exhibition runs for at least three days and no more than ten days 

▪ an exhibition is for a single artist and held in a single gallery 

▪ galleries are either combo or commercial 

Part A evaluation should focus purely on showcasing the candidate’s knowledge and 

understanding of normalisation and database structure in relation to their solution.  There is no 

need to focus on the user as that is the focus of the Part B evaluation. 

Band 1 Will be very superficial with major omissions 

Band 2 Will discuss some aspects sensibly though may not fully explain them or 
relate them very well to their own solution. 

Band 3 Indicative content 
May not cover these exactly. This is a guide. However, should not be 

discussing anything other than the tables. Ignore query, report and testing 
comments. 

 
Will discuss data duplication in terms of: 

• repeated artist data 

• repeated gallery type data 
• repeated gallery data 

• removing repeated data into tables whilst maintaining the links 
Needs to be clear they are talking about their solution and not just trying to 
slip technical vocabulary in. Need to see clear understanding. 

 
Meeting requirements 

Should also talk about their choice of validation and why it was the best.   
Should talk about their choice of validation for NumDays etc. 
Should talk about using a table lookup to validate the gallery types 
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Example A 

 

Comments 

There is no markworthy content in this evaluation 

 

Band Mark 

0 0 

Example B 

 

Comments 

It is very hard to determine what the candidate is talking about.  There was data duplication 

in terms of the surname, but the explanation does not show any understanding or appropriate 
use of technical concepts. There is very little coherence present. 

Overall, the surname is relevant and that is it. 

 

Band Mark 

1 1 
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Example C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments 

This candidate is focusing purely on validation. There is no discussion about data 

duplication.  
 

The candidate also could have discussed why the choice of a range check was used as 
opposed to value lookup etc. 

 

Band Mark 

1 2 
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Example D 

 

  

Comments 

The first paragraph is trying to show understanding of technical concepts but is not doing it 
very well.  It is more of a ‘here is what I think I know’ rather than ‘here is how it relates to my 

solution’. The only part of any use is highlighted. 
The second paragraph is much better and does show some relation of technical concepts to 
their solution: 

• The candidate has picked up on the need to validate the number of days and that a range 
check was how they achieved this. They could have perhaps said why they chose that as 

opposed to a combo box. 
• This shows understanding of foreign keys and relationships in terms of the scenario and 

their solution. It also shows understanding of combo boxes and their use for this scenario. 

• This shows understanding of the scenario, which is good, but not the data. The data clearly 
shows that the gallery type belongs to the key GalleryTypeID. This should have been a 

table lookup and discussed as part of the foreign key examples.  Combo box discussed well 
again.  

The discussion about data duplication would need to be developed to enter band 3. 

 

Band Mark 

2 4 
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Example E 

 

 

Comments 

This is an excellent account of how well their database structure minimised data duplication. 
It is clear to see the candidate understands technical concepts and can relate them well to 

their own solution. It is very nice to see the candidate make the link between data 
duplication, relationships and the use of table lookups. This candidate has also picked up on 
the need to validate combo or commercial by using a standalone table (GalleryTypeID, 

GalleryType) and the use of a foreign key in the gallery table. 
 

The candidate has also discussed the range check well. 
 

 

Band Mark 

3 6 

 


