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Activity 8 – Evaluation (20 minutes) 
How examiners approach marking this activity 

• Read evaluation and determine best fit for band based on understanding of technical 

concepts and technical vocabulary  

• Assign position in that mark band based on evaluative content 

What should be evaluated: 

Art form 

• the art form is ready for data entry when the form opens 

o the name of the piece of art must be present 

o the selling price of the piece of art cannot be above £2000 

o the selling price of the piece of art cannot be below £100 

o the piece of art must be assigned to a valid artist 

Sales analysis form 

• these details must appear for the artist selected on the sales form: 

o the artist’s email 

o the total number of pieces of art 

o the number of pieces of art sold 

o the highest price for a piece of art 

o the lowest price for a piece of art 

o the total sales 

Part B evaluation should focus on the quality, performance, and usability of the interface 

through the eyes of the user.  Part A was about structure this is about how well the database 

meets the requirements and what this means for the user. 

Band 1 Will be very superficial with major omissions 

Band 2 Will discuss the form(s) they have built – some aspects sensibly though may 
not fully explain them or relate them well to their own solution. 

Band 3 Will discuss both forms.  Will relate to the scenario (they do not need to 
explicitly mention the scenario, but you should see what they are talking 

about relates to the scenario).  Will be able to see comments relating their 
solution to the end user and what it will mean for them. 
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Example A 

 

Comments 

There is next to nothing markworthy here.  There is a comment about successfully showing 
the name of the pieces of art and linking to an artist ID, which is relevant to the first form, 

but it is very weak.  The form wizard, query wizard is irrelevant. The query wizard may have 
been relevant if you could understand which form they are talking about and what they mean. 
This is a very weak 1 mark – could very easily tip to 0 marks. 

 

Band Mark 

1 1 
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Example B 

 

The candidate has discussed the performance of the database throughout for both forms and 

all their comments do relate to the requirements. Even candidates who do not build the second 

form, can evaluate it. They can say it does not meet the requirements, which means the 

performance and quality of the database has suffered and they could evaluate what this would 

mean for the user – what would they have to do to find the information to judge what rating 

to give and how they think it would affect them/make them feel. A candidate who has only built 

the first form can achieve full marks in the evaluation if they still go on to evaluate the second. 

There are also some comments in terms of the quality of the database. 
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However, there is very little thought about the user and what this means for them. A very good 

evaluation will relate performance, quality, and usability to the user.  Take the evaluation of 

the art form as an example.  

“When you initially open the form, it will open with a blank slate ready for data input. If you 

try to submit the record without the art name or input a selling price outside of the acceptable 

range then an error message will appear telling the user what is wrong and how to correct it. 

This means the form is quite user friendly. It would mean the user can start inputting the new 

record without having to waste time clearing it e.g., by going to a new record, and because of 

the detailed error messages, they will know exactly how to put an error right. Both things will 

save the user time and stop them becoming confused or irritated. However, the performance, 

quality and usability of the form has suffered because they cannot select an artist to assign the 

piece of art to. This means the form is unusable as it stands because it means the user would 

have to input a record using the tables which would be very irritating and time consuming and 

could potentially lead to data input errors.” 

You can see that the performance of the database is quite brief, and the quality and usability 

has been merged and is the focus of the evaluation. 

 

Comments 

It is a decent attempt at the evaluation though lacks depth in terms of quality and usability 

in terms of the user, which would have allowed them to move from some justification to fully 
supported justification. 

 

Band Mark 

2 4 
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Example C 

 

 

Comments 

This candidate has given a true account of the performance of their database and they 

have tried to think about the user in this. They also do have some comments about the 
quality and usability of the form.  

 
However, the evaluation of the second form is just about non-existent. There needs to 

be a decent evaluation about both forms, even if the candidate approaches it as per the 
earlier comments given, to achieve mark band 3. 
 

This evaluation has achieved the same mark as example B, though for different 
reasons. 

 

Band Mark 

2 4 
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Example D 

 

Comments 

This candidate has had a very good attempt at evaluating their system.  The user is 
generally the basis of their evaluative comments about quality and usability. It is not 
perfect but, in the 20 minutes available, it is quite a thorough evaluation. 

 

Band Mark 

3 6 

 

  


