BUSINESS STUDIES A-LEVEL: 
SUPPORT SHEET FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Students: How can you become more proactive about helping yourself?

The approach to A level study is different to that at GCSE and making an early start in gaining the independent learning skills is crucial to performing well across a two year linear A level course.  We will do all we can to support you but we also need you to adopt a proactive approach to your learning from the start of the course. We would expect you to have accessed support materials and tried to work through things yourself before seeking out extra help but rest assured there is plenty of help and support available to you when you do ask for it.  Rather than coming to a teacher saying ‘I don’t understand break-even’, try to look at websites, textbooks etc. to answer the question yourself first.  You can then approach the teacher with ‘Is it the case that the firm breaks even more quickly if the contribution is higher because……’.  To help you develop into a strong independent learner the following can help you:

1. TEXTBOOKS: regular consolidation of content throughout the two years of the linear A level course is important. This means you avoid leaving yourself too much to do and too little time to do it in – We encourage you to buy or borrow a textbook - Business Studies Fourth Edition by Hall, Jones and Raffo provides good detailed overview of content covered in the A level specification.

2. The Business GOL site has resources broken down by key topic areas.

3. The Eduqas website also has a number of resources to support you in your studies.  Go to the digital resources section of the site.  There are some very good worksheets on quantitative skills for example (this would help with answering the queries about break-even), tick lists for you to check your subject content off (and of course a copy of the specification)
4. The Tutor2u website at www.tutor2u.net  has a number of good presentations on key topic areas.  While many of the resources here are aimed at the AQA specification rather than your specification they can provide good topic overviews.
5. REAL WORLD BUSINESS NEWS: A student who regularly watches and discusses the business news will enhance their understanding and will be able to show awareness of contemporary events in their essays.  Having the BBC app on your phone is a quick an easy way to check in with the business news.  There are a number of good business programmes that are often shown on tv watch out on the schedules for programmes that are of interest – inside the factory which is on e-stream provides a series of programmes about how businesses operate for example.  There have been documentaries aired recently on businesses such as Marks and Spencer.  There are a number of radio programmes also that focus on business and can be listed to as podcasts wake up to money on Radio 5, In Business and The Bottom Line on Radio 4.

6. OUTSIDE OF LESSON TIME: The Department offers a drop in workshop session which provides a good opportunity for you to come along and ask your questions, get help and advice on exam technique and structuring written responses to questions. The department also has an open door policy, whereby you can ask any member of staff for help and guidance if you need it.
7. USE ALL THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU IN COLLEGE: As well as resources available to you in the Department make sure you check out the resources available in the ILC.  Both the Business and Economics sections are well stocked. 
What students are working towards

Throughout the course students will sit regular benchmark assessments.  At the end of the first year they will sit a mid-course assessment which will contribute towards their Annual Review Grade.  
Three exams at the end of two years

Comp 1 Business Opportunities and Functions


Compulsory short answer and data response questions


2hrs 15 mins


Weighting 33.3%

Comp 2 Business Analysis and Strategy

Compulsory data response and structured questions


2hrs 15 mins


Weighting 33.3%

Comp 3 Business in a Changing World


Section A - Compulsory questions based on unseen case study


Section B – one synoptic essay from a choice of three


2hrs 15 mins

Weighting 33.3%

Parents/Guardians: How can you help?
We often get asked by parents and guardians what things they can be doing to help them achieve the best possible grade.

Whilst almost all the work that is required to be successful at A level must come from the student there are some things that you can do that can help :-
1. Encourage them to watch the news.  There are often items on the news (BBC, Channel 4, ITV or Sky) that focus on Business or the Economy. Awareness of contemporary events will help students to answer questions.  Keep an eye out for programmes that get aired on business - past series such as Inside the Factory have provided a useful insight as have some Panorama programmes.  Point them out to them in the schedules and if watching, encourage them to join you.
2. Encourage them to read sections of a daily broadsheet (including online additions) that are related to the business world or economy.  Guardian, Telegraph, Times etc.  Again this will help to reinforce some of the theories that are being learnt in lessons. 
3. At the end of every half term they will be given a benchmark assessment – ask how they performed in the test and encourage them to spend time revising and consolidating content ahead of it.
4. Encourage them to attend the drop in workshop run by the Department for extra help with topics they are finding difficult but also encourage them to adopt the approach to proactive independent learning outlined above.
5. Learning cannot happen just in the classroom.  Students have to be responsible for that learning as well and prepare themselves ahead of their lessons.  It is something we drill into them from the beginning of their studies.  50% of their learning is expected to happen in the classroom but 50% is also expected OUTSIDE the classroom.  Work with them on helping them to manage and prioritise their time.  
What happens in the case of a student who is underperforming?
As a Department we will always try to work with a student first. We will produce Student Reviews to provide feedback to Parents in January and June of the first year and November and March of the second year and at Parents Evenings which take place in November and March for first year students and October and March for second year students.  However where a teacher is significantly worried about a student’s progress the Department will place the student on a Department Action Plan.  This is where we will make formal contact with parents who will receive a copy of the Action Plan together with updates via e-mail.  The purpose of the Action Plan is to put in place support that will enable a student to get themselves back on track and achieve their potential.  Should a student fail to meet the Action Plan the student would then be referred to their Senior Tutor who may decide to place the student on a Formal Warning as part of the College’s Disciplinary Procedures.  Where a student’s failure to achieve the Action Plan is linked to health or other extenuating circumstances the Senior Tutor may decide to place the student on a Supportive Warning to further support their studies.    
