Data trends,
extrapolation and correlation
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Figure 1 Burglary and unemployment — correlation or coincidence?
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Figure 2 Travel overseas — trends and seasonality

Discussion points

(1) In Figure 1, how close does the correlation seem to be
between male unemployment and burglaries?

(2) Correlation is not a proof of cause, but what logical reasons
might link burglary to unemployment?
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(3) In Figure 2, how could the 1986-2008 trend in trips abroad
be described with the greatest accuracy?

(4) If you ran British Airways, what conclusions would you draw
from Figure 27
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