Exam technique and practice: Autumn Year 1.
Common question formats:
· 4 marks
· 6 marks
· 9 marks
· 20 Marks
Assessment Objectives: 
	AO1
	AO2
	AO3

	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts processes, interactions and change at a variety of scales.
	Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information.
	Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills.


Most questions test AO1 and AO2, with some AO3 (mostly tested in the Independent Investigation).

Command words
Command words are the key direction you are given in a question to tell you what to do. The question won’t always start with the command word. You must learn their meaning.
Match up the descriptions in the table below with the command words in the list below:
	
	Form and express a view as to the merit or validity of a view or statement after examining the evidence available and/or different sides of an argument.

	
	Consider several options or arguments and weigh them up so as to come to a conclusion about their effectiveness or validity.

	
	Provide a brief account of relevant information.

	
	Consider carefully and provide a detailed account of the indicated topic.

	
	Break down concepts, information and/or issues to convey an understanding of them by finding connections and causes and/or effects.

	
	Often occurs before ‘Assess’ or ‘Evaluate’ inviting an examination of an issue from the point of view of a critic with a particular focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the points of view being expressed.

	
	Consider several options, ideas or arguments and come to a conclusion about their importance/success/worth.

	
	Set out the causes of a phenomenon and/or the factors which influence its form/nature.



ANALYSE			ASSESS			CRITICALLY			EVALUATE 	
EXAMINE			OUTLINE		TO WHAT EXTENT…		EXPLAIN
Breaking down questions
It’s important to dissect questions and break them down into their component parts as this helps you to understand the focus and provide a response that accurately addresses the question.
The command word – analyse – so you must break down the concepts or issues and convey an understanding of them

The focus of the question – the relationships and connections.




Analyse the relationships and connections that have shaped the character of a place you have studied. (6)
Relate everything you say to the way the character of the place has been shaped.



Try to dissect and break down the following questions:


Evaluate this statement: ‘Today, media places are as real as experienced places for many’. (6)




With reference to named places, outline how local or community groups have attempted to reshape place meaning and evaluate their level of success. (6)




Explain the differences between landforms found along high and low energy coasts, using examples you have studied. (6)




Resource-based questions
Analyse the image: what does it show? How is the place being represented? Has the representation changed?
  













Now practice:
With reference to Figure 1, analyse the evidence for economic and social change in this locality. (4 marks)







Figure 1




[image: Related image]Use Figure 2, and your own knowledge, to explain the impact of wave refraction on coastal landforms. (6 marks)




Figure 2








[image: Related image]
Using Figure 3 and your own knowledge, explain how human actions have impacted on the processes operating within the sediment cell in Figure 4. (6 Marks)



Figure 3









How to be selective and focused in your answers.
It is important to be selective about what to include and the evidence and examples you use to support your arguments. The best answers are succinct and articulate the key points without waffling. There is not time to tell the examiner everything you know! 

The question below could be approached in a number of equally valid ways. 
Dissect the question then read the statements. Highlight those which help to answer the question and those which are unnecessary ‘padding’ or irrelevant:
Outline the factors that affect the energy of waves. (4 marks)
One factor which affects the energy of waves is the fetch – this is the distance of water over which the wind blows. 
If a wave has more energy, it will be able to erode the coast more quickly and easily.


The strength of the wind can also influence wave energy.

Constructive waves are low and infrequent and have a low amount of energy.


The energy of the waves is also affected by the duration the wind has blown for.
During a high tide, the waves reach further up the beach towards the cliff.



Now, use the statements that you have identified as useful to help you construct a coherent answer to the question:
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