MEDIA STUDIES A-LEVEL: SUPPORT SHEET FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 2021-2023
Students: Where can students get help for themselves?

Teachers are there for guidance with your studies but we would also expect you to have accessed support materials and tried to work out any misunderstandings yourself before seeking out extra help.  Rather than coming to a teacher saying, ‘I do not understand’, try to look at websites, textbooks etc. to answer the question yourself first. The following can help you with that:

1. TEXTBOOKS: Consolidation of content is important – students have been encouraged to buy or borrow a textbook –WJEC/ Eduqa Media Studies for A Level Year 1 and AS – Christine Bell and Lucas Johnson (Illuminate Publishing) and WJEC/ Eduqa Media Studies for A Level Year 2 and A2 (as above).  There are many copies of both books available in the college library and it is also available to buy online or at all good bookshops for £23. The library also contains a whole range of subject specific books which can be searched via the Heritage database.
2. WEBSITES: There are a wealth of resources available on the internet.  Making use of these resources outside lessons will enhance a student’s ability to analyse and evaluate - key skills that are crucial to success at A level. Some useful websites include: David Gauntlett’s website ( http://theory.org.uk/) covers a range of theories and theorists with substantial context and links to further articles and interviews. Daniel Chandler’s website (http://visual-memory.co.uk/daniel/media/) covers a range of theories and theoretical approaches which appropriate for A Level students. The YouTube channel The Media Insider (www.youtube.com/channel/UCGXfqzVEZr0XaZLWG3_HniA)  features short videos for media students covering both theoretical and practical topics. 

3. MAGAZINES: The Media Magazine is published quarterly by The English and Media Centre and is available in the library. It covers a range of media issues, theories and texts with articles written by academics, media professionals, teachers and students. Much of the content is aimed at students studying the A Level WJEC Eduqas syllabus. 
4. CURRENT AFFAIRS: A student who regularly watches and discusses the news will enhance their understanding and will be able to show awareness of contemporary events in their essays. The Guardian’s coverage of contemporary and historical media issues is superb and BBC Radio 4’s The Media Programme is essential listening. 
5. OUTSIDE OF LESSON TIME: Every Wednesday lunchtime in room 904 / 905, students can drop in to speak to a member of the department and run any questions they might have.  Staff are not able to give you specialist 1-2-1 help necessarily outside of lesson time but these workshops are useful for you to drop in with your questions.

Parents: How can you help?
We often get asked by parents of students studying for the AS and A level examinations what things they can be doing to help them achieve the best possible grade.

Whilst almost all the work that is required to be successful at A level must come from the student there are some things that parents can do that can help:-
1. Encourage them to watch the news.  There is usually at least one item on the nightly news programmes (BBC, Channel 4, ITV or Sky) that is centred on the media or issues surrounding it. Knowledge of media industries and ownership is always helping, but also watching news programmes allow students the opportunity to analyse how real life events, people, communities, issues etc. are being represented by the media.
2. Encourage them to read sections of a daily broadsheet (including online additions) that are related to the Media.  Guardian, Telegraph, Times etc.  Again, this will help to reinforce some of the theories that are being learnt in lessons.  
3. Your personal experiences within your lifetime are also useful to provide students with an historical context.  All the texts we study have a social-political and historical context that may be alien to students - by relating them to your own experiences may help the topic come alive.
4. At the end of every half term they will be given a benchmark assessment– ask how they performed in the test and encourage them to spend time revising and consolidating content ahead of it.
5. Encourage them to attend the drop-in workshops run by the Wednesday lunchtimes for extra help with topics they are finding difficult.
6. Learning cannot happen just in the classroom.  They must be responsible for that learning as well.  It is something we drill into them from the beginning of their studies.  50% of their learning is expected to happen in the classroom but 50% is also expected OUTSIDE the classroom.  
Lessons, feedback and assessment
The Importance of Feedback 

Learning will not happen instantly and takes time; attending lessons is not enough, you also need to be working outside of class, to learn new information and consolidate learning.  In the process, you will make mistakes but hopefully feedback will enable you to learn from these mistakes.  Better to make a mistake during the year and correct it, than make your mistakes in the actual exams! Feedback is essential for your learning and will consist of written (teacher marking), peer (where you feedback on someone else’s work in the class) and self (where you assess your own work).

Final Assessment
The assessment and feedback schedule for this course gives you elements of these types of assessment.  Final assessment at the end of the second year is made up of 70% exam (1x2 hours 15mins and 1x2 hour 30 minutes) and 30% non-examined assessment (coursework) - an individual cross-media production based on two forms in response to a choice of briefs.
This will determine the grade you receive for your qualification.  The two exams are scheduled for June 2019 and the final coursework deadlines are explained below.
 Weekly Independent Tasks and Homework
Homework does not necessarily need to be completed at home!  You can use free periods during the day to complete these tasks outside of lessons.  To keep a good work/life balance, you might like to treat College as a 08.45 to 16.15 working day and use your free periods in the ILC to complete tasks.  This will minimise the work you need to complete at home and might make you more productive. There is an expectation that 50% of your learning takes place in the classroom and 50% takes place outside of the classroom.  Therefore each week, homework will be set and could take 4.5 to 6 hours in total. If the homework only takes you 1 hour for a week, then you will have a further 1.5 hours to conduct further reading and consolidate learning.  Homework tasks will consist of two types:

· ‘PREP WORK’: Not all homework will be given written feedback or graded.  It may be given a quick inspection in class and may will involve peer and self-assessment as part of a class exercise.  This work will ‘prepare’ you for the lesson content; a failure to complete the homework to a satisfactory standard will mean you are unable to take part in the lesson and will need to catch up in your own time.  Further inabilities to meet deadlines will result in referrals with your tutors, parents and may mean you are excluded from the lesson.
Benchmark Assessments, Student Review and Predicted Grades
	1st Year
	2nd Year

	· BENCHMARK 1 (OCT): Component 1 - 2x analysis tasks (Media language and audience) (Graded A*-U)

· BENCHMARK 2 (DEC): Component 2 - short questions and extended essay (Graded A*-U)

STUDENT REVIEW 1 (JAN)

· BENCHMARK 3 (APR): Mock Exam Two 1 hour 15 minutes timed assessments - Component 1 (Graded A*-U)

· BENCHMARK 4 (JUN): Component 3 non-examined assessment part 1 - progress indication (Graded Excellent, Good, Poor, Concern)

STUDENT REVIEW 2 (JUL) - ARG and PREDICTED GRADE CONFIRMED
	· BENCHMARK 5 (NOV): Component 3 non-examined assessment part 2. Completion of work to include: 2x Products, Research and Aims and Intentions document

STUDENT REVIEW 3 (NOV)

· BENCHMARK 6 (JAN): Component 2 - short questions and extended essay (Graded A*-U)

· BENCHMARK 7 (MAR): Mock Exam 2 x 1 hour and 15 minutes timed assessments. Essay and short answers (Graded A*-U)

STUDENT REVIEW 4 (MAR)

· BENCHMARK 8 (APR): 2 x 1 hour and 15 minutes timed mock exams (Graded A*-U)

· FINAL EXTERNAL EXAMS (4th June and 9th June 2019)


· WRITTEN FEEDBACK: Each timed benchmark assessment will receive written feedback in the form of comments on a cover sheet that relate directly to the assessment criteria of the exam board.  Alongside this, symbols (representing comments) and questions will be posed about how to improve.
· VERBAL FEEDBACK: 1-2-1’s will also occur in January and June of the first year and November and March of the second year after benchmarks have been marked and a student review is due.  These benchmark assessments will then feed directly into the student reviews (‘reports’) which get sent home to your parents.
· REFLECTION AND TARGET SETTING: After each assessment, students will be expected to reflect on the written feedback from their teacher and set themselves targets for improvement in the period in question.  These targets will be stored on A3 sheets within the classroom and the students will write up their targets as ‘Learning Conversations’ onto the centralised computer system. Students who perform particularly badly are encouraged to rewrite the assessment and submit to the teacher for further development.

· ARG (Annual Review Grades and Predicted Grades): At the end of the first year, your teacher will give you an end of year grade which essentially will become your estimated predicted grade for the second year.  This is the grade you will apply to universities with.  Essentially it is based heavily on the last two benchmarks of the first year in April and June but will also make reference to your first benchmarks, and general progress in class (including meeting deadlines and attendance).

· Timed benchmarks are extremely important and should be treated like the actual exam.  They are an ideal point to see how you are progressing and to get valuable feedback.  You will make mistakes in the benchmarks and so the follow-up work is to test whether you have learned from those mistakes, to become better at the subject and improved on exam technique. A-level ARG grades will be based on the following criteria;

1) Mock exam result (Benchmark 3)


40%

2) Coursework progression (Benchmark 4)

30%

3) Previous 2x Benchmarks (1 and 2)


20%

4) General attitude to work, deadlines etc.

10%

Coursework Timeline and Procedures
This makes up 30% of your final mark for the A-level.  Your Media teacher will support you in producing an individual cross-media production based on two forms in response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC/Eduqas, applying knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework and digital convergence.
.  Guidance on structure will be issued nearer the time in a booklet and you can access the College policy on Godalming Online.

· Start of Coursework: w/b 6th May 2022 – Introductory lessons to explain NEA, mark schemes, key dates and moderation processes. 

· Progress Indicator (BENCHMARK 4): w/c 10th June 2022 – By this stage you will have had around five weeks to research and develop ideas for both products, explore target audiences and plan for both products. You will also have started work producing your first product. You will receive written and oral feedback from your teacher on your progress, which will result in your Benchmark 4 grade. 
· Draft deadline (product 1): w/c 1st July 2022 – You will have had eight weeks to research and develop ideas for both products, explore target audiences, plan for both products and produce a rough draft/cut of the first product. Please be aware that in accordance with exam board rules there is only one draft where you will receive substantial written and oral feedback – please treat this deadline like it is a final deadline. It is against exam board policy to provide you with a mark at this stage or offer specific suggestions for improvements on your text.  
· Final deadline (product 1): w/c 8th July 2022 
· Draft deadline (product 2) w/c 30th September 2022 – as above.
· Final deadline: w/e 14th October 2022 - Before the hand-in during class time, teachers may offer further generalised verbal feedback. Please be aware that a failure to meet the final deadline may mean you face disciplinary action by the College and are unable to continue with the qualification.  The hand-in will be during your Media class and collected by your subject teacher. The coursework must have an attached exam board cover sheet which is signed by you and filled in.

· Standardisation and Internal Marking: w/c 2nd December 2022 - The department will standardise marking amongst all the teachers in a series of meetings.  This is where teachers are trained to mark a sample of student work to achieve consistency. Your teacher will then mark your final piece and submit their estimated mark to the Head of Department. A series of moderation meetings where another member of staff may check the marking of your coursework to ensure consistency, will then be arranged.
· Marks released to students on SELF: 6th May 2023 – The final moderated mark for all the coursework components together will be displayed on your SELF page on this date. This will be a percentage grade, as the exam board stipulates that no formal grade can be released to students by the teacher (please do not ask!). 
· Marks submitted to the exam board: 16th May 2023 – The department will submit your final moderated mark to the exam board.  Please be aware that further external moderation is carried out by the exam board on a sample of coursework scripts, so it is possible (although unlikely) that your mark may change again.
PLAGIARISIM AND MALPRACTICE:  Plagiarism is using someone else’s idea without referencing the source or using pictorial work without permission or referencing the source. Malpractice is where you submit another student’s written work as your own work. If there is a suspicion of plagiarism or malpractice, the Head of Department and Senior Tutor will be informed and a hearing will take place. If a student is found guilty, they will be subject to disciplinary action by the College and the awarding body will be informed.  If a student has signed the declaration form for the coursework to state this is their own work, the exam board will need to inform other exam boards which may harm your qualifications in other subjects.  Students should also be aware that the College is subscribed to software designed to detect plagiarism and malpractice.  

Any further questions on coursework procedures can be found on the Godalming Online Exams Website.
Department Late Policy

In line with the ‘College Assessment Policy’, the department is under no obligation to provide feedback to a student who does not meet the internal deadlines for weekly independent tasks, benchmark assessments or coursework drafts.  Please be warned that a failure to meet the final coursework deadline is the equivalent to missing the exam and it will be recommended that the student should be removed from the course.  Students who fail to prepare adequately for the lesson as requested, may be excluded for part of the lesson and asked to work independently at the back of the classroom.  A continued failure to meet deadlines will result in a referral to the pastoral team and a department action plan with involvement from parents.
