Unit 4: Artefact

Introduction

The unit requires learners to plan, research, develop and evaluate the production of
an artefact.

The artefact may take many forms, including a finished working prototype, a model,
artwork or design. The way the artefact is presented will depend on the ideas and
intentions of the learner and the form it takes: a sculpture may be intended for a
specific site; an engineering model may require to be demonstrated in action to
highlight its function; a website’s purpose may be reflected through its use of colour,
layout and form of navigation.

There are no expectations of size limits for the artefact. The size should be
appropriate to the intention. Supporting evidence may be in any suitable form such
as writing, illustrations, technical drawings, video or interactive media.

Learners begin by identifying a brief for their artefact and making a project plan.
They will then research potential materials, information and techniques. They will
apply these in as part of the developmental process, which involves generating ideas.
trying out different ideas, choosing the best solution, refining and adapting the idea,
and handing over the finished artefact to the teacher-assessor. They then evaluate
their project and present the outcomes of the project to an audience.

Learners are required to provide written evidence to accompany the project. It is
estimated that this will be between 1500-3000 words. Learners will not be penalised
for producing work outside the suggested word count, but they should ensure their
word count allows them to meet the assessment objectives.

Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Be able to identify, plan and manage the production of an artefact or design
2 Be able to research and select appropriate techniques and materials

3 Be able to produce an artefact or design, using appropriate techniques and
materials

4 Be able to present project outcomes and an evaluation to an audience.

The assessment evidence presented by the learner must evidence all the above
outcomes
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QCF unit summary

Outcome | Learning Outcome Assessment
AL The learner will: The learner can:
1 Be able to identify, plan and | identify the main objectives for the project
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present the project outcomes in an organised

manner, engaging with audience and responding

to questions.

42 Guidance and units - Edexcel Level 3 Award in the Extended Project -(pilot) - August 2007 - © Edexcel Limited 2007




Unit content

1. Be able to identify, plan and manage the production of an artefact or design

Identifying and planning the project

The artefact should be created against a specific brief. This could be developed
by the learner themselves, or in consultation with a third party such as an
employer.

As part of their proposal, learners must complete the Project Proposal Form
(Annexe B). This must be signed off by the teacher-assessor before any further
work can be carried out. For further information, see pages 56-57). The
title/topic must be considered suitable by the teacher-assessor, and suitable in
size and scale to be completed in the time available.

Completed project proposal forms should include objectives and a rationale for
their choice of topic/title. They should identify the proposed activities that they
will need to undertake, for example:

e Background reading and research

e Researching potential materials and techniques

¢ Developing ideas and experimenting with possible solutions
e Producing and presenting the artefact

¢ Evaluating the project and own learning

e Preparing for the presentation.

Plans should also include the resources that they will require and an attempt to
prepare for contingencies.

Managing the project

During the course of the project, learners must keep individual ‘project activity
records’ which document its progress, the activities undertaken and decision-
making process, eg by means of a diary, IT logging system or records of periodic
reviews with the teacher-assessor.

Learners should monitor their own progress, adapting their plan and adjusting
their timelines where necessary; where this occurs, this should be recorded in the
project activity records.

Summary of evidence required from learner

¢ The project proposal form

e Project activity records.
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2. Be able to research and select appropriate techniques and materials

Learners should demonstrate that they have conducted adequate research. This
may involve primary and secondary sources, as appropriate. The learner should

show that they have investigated a range of techniques and materials, showing

connections and links between ideas, information, sources, etc.

The research required will depend upon the brief and type of artefact to be
produced, but examples could include:

e Understanding the needs of a client and the context in which the artefact will
be used

e The learner’s analysis of existing artefacts that the learner is hoping to
improve upon

e Other people’s analyses of existing artefacts
e Other people’s attempts to solve a similar problem
e A historical survey of how a particular artefact has developed

e The skills and resources that will be required in the creation of the learner’s
artefact

e Possible techniques and processes that could be used
e Possible raw materials that could be used.

Learners should assess the usefulness of their sources, making use of a consistent
system of referencing for any sources used. There should also be a bibliography
which uses an appropriate and consistent format.

Summary of evidence required from learner

e Research carried out and resources selected. This could be kept with the
project activity records.
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3. Be able to produce an artefact or design, using appropriate techniques and
materials

Learners should apply the research that has been carried out in producing their
artefact.

During the development process the learner will need to take decisions about the
use of materials and techniques. Learners will need to use a range of skills to
solve problems, produce their artefact and achieve their planned outcomes.

The development process could involve the following stages:
¢ Generating ideas
e Trying out different ideas, materials, techniques, etc
e Choosing the best solution

e Refining and adapting the idea and producing the artefact, returning to
earlier stages of the development process if necessary

e Presenting the finished artefact.

The finished artefact should be presented to the teacher-assessor in an
appropriate format. For example, this could include a display, a piece of writing
accompanied by drawings, a demonstration, or a combination of approaches.

The artefact should be accompanied by supporting information which records the
development process, the activities undertaken and the evolution of ideas. This
should make it clear what has been done and why.

Summary of evidence required from learner

e Evidence of the development process. This could be kept with the project
activity records.

o The artefact. Appropriate evidence of this (eg photos) should be included with
the rest of the evidence submitted.
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4. Be able to present project outcomes and an evaluation to an audience

The evaluation
Learners must produce an evaluation of the project.
The evaluation should aim to address the following areas:
¢ The extent to which they achieved what they set out to achieve
o How well the artefact meets the original brief
¢ How well they managed at different stages of the project
¢ What they would do differently next time and why

e What they have learned about producing an artefact and how useful this has
been to them

¢ What they have learned about their own strengths and weaknesses and how
they could make use of this in the future.

The presentation

The results of the project should be presented to an audience. This should
summarise what the project is about, what was done, and how the artefact
works.

It must be appropriate to the selected audience, in terms of length, language
used, room selected and conditions, and also any handouts and ICT used.

The presentation must demonstrate the use of appropriate communication skills
and the learner should be able to respond to questioning from the audience in a
capable manner.

Further information about the presentation is given on pages 53-54.

Summary of evidence required from learner
e The evaluation

e The presentation and any supporting material.
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