
Exam and benchmark procedure for calculators  
 
• UK examination regulations state that students must not have anything stored on a device brought 
into the exam. The CASIO CG50 calculators you have are capable of storing information. If it was to be 
found that you have anything saved in the memory from prior to the exam, this would count as exam 
malpractice and you would be disqualified from any paper sat with the calculator, and it is possible you 
could be disqualified from all your exams.  
 
• IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY (NOT GODALMING COLLEGE’S) TO ENSURE THAT YOUR CALCULATOR 
DOES NOT HAVE ANYTHING STORED PRIOR TO THE EXAM.  

• In your own time, prior to the exam you must wipe the memory, you can do this by following the 
instructions below:  

 

                                             
 
• In order that we can be confident you cannot access any storage we are also going to require you to 
put your calculator into examination mode. The procedure for exams, mocks, and benchmarks is as 
follows, you should arrive to the exam hall at least 20 minutes before the start time: 

 

 o You must arrive at the exam hall/classroom with your calculator NOT in exam mode, but with the 
memory wiped (as described above). If you arrive with the calculator already in exam mode you will be 
sent away to take it out of exam mode (this requires access to a computer).  

o Your teacher/an invigilator will need to see the screen to confirm it is not in exam mode.  

o Once you have shown your calculator you can then place it in exam mode. To do so ensure the 

calculator is off and push 1+,+O, hold these buttons down until the calculator powers up and asks if 

you want to be in exam mode. (These buttons are easy to remember, above 1 is the red letter “U”, 

above , is the red letter “K” – so as long as you remember you are putting it in “UK” exam mode you can 
recall which buttons)  

o Keep confirming you want to be in exam mode (three times!)  

o When the setup is complete you will have a purple border on the screen and a flashing “R” in the 
corner.  

o Your teacher/invigilator will check for the purple border and flashing “R” so they know that you are in 
exam mode.  

o Your calculator should remain on and visible on your desk so that the teacher/invigilator can check 
regularly that it is still in exam mode  

o At the end of your exam/benchmark, as you leave the exam hall/classroom you should hold up your 
calculator to show it is still in exam mode.  

o Your calculator will automatically come out of exam mode after 12 hours, or you can take it out of 
exam mode yourself by plugging into a computer (using a mini USB-b cable, one was provided with your 
calculator).  



• Other things to consider:  
o Ensure you have practiced putting your calculator into exam mode plenty of times before the exam, 
so it is not a stressful process when you have to do it during the exam.  

o Ensure you put new batteries in the calculator close to the exam so you do not run out of power.  

o You are allowed more than one calculator in the exam. We recommend having the scientific 
calculator you used at GCSE also available for quick calculations.  
 
 
 

 

 

JCQ Regulations for Calculators in exams 



 

 


