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Greek Depth Study - Revision Checklist 

Component 1 Depth Study: The Politics and Culture of Athens 460-399 BC 

TOPIC 1: ATHENIAN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CULTURE 
TICK 

WHEN 

REVISED 

The structure of Athenian society and the rights/opportunities of different groups – citizens, 
metics, women, slaves 

 

The historical development of the democratic system in Athens 
 

How Athenian democracy worked – the Assembly, boulē, prytaneis, archōns, strategōs, 
ostracism  

 

The Athenian legal system and the workings of the law courts 
 

Athens’ treatment of its empire – the Mytilene Debate 
 

Athenian Leadership – Pericles, Cleon, Nicias, Alcibiades 
 

Key source – The Old Oligarch, The Constitution of the Athenians 
 

Key source – Pericles’ Funeral Oration (Thucydides) 
 

Key Source – Aristotle, The Athenian Constitution  
 

TOPIC 2: THE INFLUENCE OF NEW THINKING AND IDEAS ON ATHENIAN SOCIETY 
TICK 

WHEN 

REVISED 

The background and development of the sophists  

Key sophists and their ideas – Protagoras, Hippias, Gorgias, Prodicus  

The impact of the sophists on rhetoric – Hippias’ Encomium of Helen, Plato and Xenophon’s 
criticisms 

 

The impact of the sophists on comedy – Aristophanes’ Clouds  

The impact of the sophists on tragedy – Euripides’ Hippolytus  

Socrates – life, ideas, views on democracy, trial and execution   

Key Source – Plato, Apology  
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TOPIC 3: ART AND ARCHITECTURE AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF ATHENS  
TICK 

WHEN 

REVISED 

The aims of the Periclean building programme   

Prescribed buildings on the Acropolis – Propylaea, Temple of Athena Nike, Erechtheion, 
Parthenon,  

 

Prescribed buildings in Athens – Odeon of Pericles, Temple of Hephaestus   

Prescribed buildings in Attica – Temple of Poseidon (Sounion)  

Other buildings in Attica – Sanctuary at Eleusis, Temple of Artemis (Brauron), Temple of 
Nemesis (Rhamnous), Stoa at Thorikos 

 

The sculptures and artwork of the buildings – Parthenon, Temple of Athena Nike, Temple of 
Poseidon at Sounion  

 

TOPIC 4: DRAMA AND DRAMATIC FESTIVALS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF 

ATHENS  

TICK 

WHEN 

REVISED 

The development and purpose of theatre in Athens – the Lenaea, City Dionysis, Rural 
Dionysia 

 

The City Dionysia – the build-up, structure of the 5 days, role of the chorēgos, the judging  

Athenian Tragedy – Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, structure, themes, the chorus  

Key Source – Euripides, Hippolytus  

Athenian Comedy – structure, themes, chorus, parabasis, summary of Aristophanes’ plays  

TOPIC 5: RELIGION AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CULTURE OF ATHENS  
TICK 

WHEN 

REVISED 

Key terms and ideas relating to Athenian religion – Olympian and Chthonic gods  

Challenges to traditional religion – Sophists, Alcibiades, Socrates  

Attitudes towards religion in Comedy (Aristophanes’ Clouds) and Tragedy (Euripides’ 
Hippolytus)  

 

The importance of religious festivals – the purpose, structure and significance of the 
Panathenaia Festival 

 

The significance of Athena and Poseidon to Athens   
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PAST 36 MARK ESSAYS  

GREEK DEPTH STUDY – THE POLITICS AND CULTURE OF ATHENS, C. 460-399 BC 

• To what extent do the sources enable us to assess whether the democratic system in Athens 

enabled the population of Attica to participate in decision making? 

 

• ‘So in what was in name a democracy, power was really in the hands of the first citizen.’ How far do 

you agree with this assessment of Pericles? 

 

• To what extent could the Athenian people control its leaders? 

 

• To what extent did life in the fifth century provide opportunities for all the inhabitants of Attica? 

 

• How far do the sources allow us to assess the contribution of non-citizens to Athenian society? 

 

• To what extent do the sources enable us to assess whether Socrates differed from the Sophists?  

 

• ‘The teachings of the Sophists led to a moral and political decline in Athens.’ To what extent do you 

agree with this view? 

 

• How far does Athenian art and architecture help us to understand changing ideas about the 

relationship between men and the divine? 

 

• To what extent was the Athenian building programme a political statement? 

 

• How significant were the Persian Wars to the Athenian building programme?  

 

• ‘The City Dionysia was more important to Athenians as a political event than a religious event.’ To 

what extend do you agree with this statement? 

 

• ‘The function of Athenian dramatic festivals was to provide moral and political guidance rather than 

to entertain.’ To what extent do you agree with this assessment of Athenian dramatic festivals? 

 

• To what extent do the sources enable us to assess the role and significance of Athena and Poseidon 

in Athens in this period? 

 

• To what extent do the sources enable us to assess the significance of religious festivals in Athenian 

culture? 
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PAST 12 MARK INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS 

REEK DEPTH STUDY – THE POLITICS AND CULTURE OF ATHENS, C. 460-399 BC 
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THE 30 & 36 MARK ESSAY QUESTIONS – A GUIDE 
General 

• You will answer one 30 mark essay question from a choice of two in Section A and one 36 mark essay 

from a choice of two in Section B 

• The essay technique for the 30 and the 36 mark questions is the same. A 36 mark essay will simply 

include more depth of knowledge, a wider range of sources and more developed evaluation of their 

views 

The marks for the question come from three assessment objectives: AO1, AO2 and AO3 

Planning 

You should aim to spend a minimum of 5 minutes planning each of your essay answers. This should start with you 

carefully reading the question and highlighting any key terms. You should identify what the specific issue in the 

question is and any date range you are given to answer within. Then: 

- Bullet-point the 3-5 main points you want to make in your essay (5 for a 36 mark essay) making sure that this 

would give you a balanced answer with arguments supporting and challenging the issue in the question 

- List any important examples or pieces of evidence that will be crucial in answering the question (do this 

before writing as you are less likely to then forget to include them) 

AO1 [5/30] [6/36] – Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the features and characteristics of the 

period  

This means:  

➢ providing specific and detailed own knowledge to explain what the interpretation is arguing 

➢ giving specific and detailed examples from your own knowledge to support judgements made about 

the interpretation 

➢ using your knowledge of the ancient sources to support judgements about the interpretation  

 

AO3 [15/30] [18/36] – Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical context to make 

judgements and reach conclusions about how the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to 

the historical context in which they were written/produced  

This means:  

➢ Showing an understanding of the contents and views of the source(s) given in relation to the issue in 

the question 

➢ Using the sources given and others you have studied as evidence and examples 

➢ Using your knowledge of the period, other sources and the provenance of the sources given to assess 

why they have the views they do and how reliable these are 

AO2 [10/30] [12/36] – Analyse and evaluate historical events and historical periods to arrive at 

substantiated judgements   

This means:  

➢ Looking at events in a balanced way – producing arguments and counter-arguments around them; 

strengths and weaknesses 

➢ Weighing different arguments to find out which is stronger 

➢ Assessing the significance of events 

➢ Reaching developed judgements which link directly to the issue in the question are well supported 
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- List the range of sources you will use in the essay – essential to do this to make sure your answer includes a 

range and variety of sources. Plan this into your essay and don’t expect it to happen by chance  

Structure 

How to evaluate the views of the sources in your essays (AO3) 

When including ancient sources make sure you reference who the author is or what the source is if it is 

archaeological. You are not expected to include lengthy quotes or the specific source number.  When using sources 

you will also need to evaluate why an author or source has a particular view, or how reliable the view is. There are 

three main ways of doing this: 

1. Use your knowledge of the period to support or challenge the views or claims in the source – does your own 

knowledge of the period the source describes back up what it is saying or challenge it? 

2. Use your knowledge of other sources to support or challenge the views or claims in the source – always try to 

use the sources in combination and to mix up different types of sources e.g. does a written source say something 

that is supported or challenged by an archaeological source? 

3. Use your knowledge of the provenance of the source to support or challenge its views – think 

Purpose Author Nature Date Audience Tone. Does this help to explain why a source has a 

particular view and does it make it more or less reliable? 

Mistakes to avoid  

• Don’t try to write this like a traditional own-knowledge essay – most of the marks are for the use and evaluation 

for the sources so there should be lots of this in your answer 

• In 30 mark Period Study essays make sure you cover the date range being asked. This could be 492-404 BC or 31 

BC – AD 68. 

• Avoid overly-generalised evaluation of the sources (“Tacitus doesn’t like emperors…”). OCR refer to this as ‘pre-

fabricated’ evaluation. Focus on evaluating the provenance of the author when it’s relevant to the point you are 

making and otherwise on the view from the source rather than the author. 

Introduction: 

• Reword the question to show an understanding of it and of the issue it is 

asking about 

• Outline the points/arguments your essay will consider 

• Provide a brief overall judgement that your answer will be able to sustain 

Main Paragraphs: 

• Start each paragraph with a signpost sentence which introduces the point 

you are going to make and how it links to the question 

• Develop the point with a range of evidence from the sources and evaluate 

the reliability of their views (see below) 

• Develop the point and the sources with own knowledge – the two should be 

mixed together and not in separate sections 

• Provide developed analysis of the point – how is it a strong argument and 

does it have any limitations?  

• Sum up your overall judgement on the issue in the paragraph and link it 

directly to the question 

Conclusion: 

• Briefly re-read the question before writing then answer the question 

directly, providing a full explanation of your judgement 

• Make sure there is balance in your conclusion – consider both sides of the 

argument and explain why one is stronger than the other 

INTRODUCTION 

POINT/ARGUMENT 1 

CONCLUSION 

POINT/ARGUMENT 2 

POINT/ARGUMENT 3 

POINT/ARGUMENT 4-5 ETC. 
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THE 12 MARK SOURCE UTILITY QUESTION – A GUIDE 
General 

• This will be question 4 in the Greek or Roman ‘depth Study’ part of the exam – Section B 

• 12 marks are available and you should spend approximately 18 minutes planning and answering the 

question  

• You will be given 1-3 extracts from prescribed sources you have studied and asked how useful they are 

in understanding a particular issue 

• Any of the prescribed sources could be used in this question 

 

The marks for the question come from two assessment objectives: AO1 and AO3 

Planning 

You should aim to spend a minimum of 4-5 minutes reading the passage(s) and planning your answer.  

1. Read the question several times and highlight or underline the specific issue you are being asked to 

assess the extract on – this is crucial to stop you making overly generalised comments about the 

sources 

2. Highlight or annotate the extracts to pick out any content or views which relate to the issue in the 

question 

3. List any events of bits of own knowledge evidence that you know will be important in answering the 

question 

4. List any other sources that you could use to evaluate the passages you have been given 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO3 [6/12] – Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical context to make judgements 

and reach conclusions about how the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to the 

historical context in which they were written/produced  

This means:  

➢ Showing an understanding of the contents and views of the source(s) given in relation to the issue in 

the question 

➢ Using the sources given and others you have studied as evidence and examples 

➢ Using your knowledge of the period, other sources and the provenance of the sources given to assess 

why they have the views they do and how reliable these are 

AO1 [6/12] – Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the features and characteristics of the period  

This means:  

➢ Showing an understanding of the context of the sources e.g. what it is talking about or the events 

included within it 

➢ providing specific and detailed own knowledge to explain, support or challenge the passage 

➢ giving specific and detailed examples from your own knowledge to support judgements  

 

What does the 

source say and 

how is this 

useful? 

What does the 

source suggest or 

imply and how is 

this useful? 

Does the 

source offer a 

particular view 

point? 

Does the 

provenance of the 

source make it 

more or less 

useful? 
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Structure 

This is not an essay question and there is no set way to structure this answer. A suggested approach is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

The 12 mark question should be concise and closely focused on the specific issue in the question. It is 

important when you write this to also appreciate the difference between how useful a source is and how 

reliable it is. 

How useful is a source – this is what your answer should focus on. Think about what the source or 

sources tell you directly about the issue in the question but also what they suggest or imply. Is a 

source useful because it gives you a particular perspective on the issue or because it challenges 

the most commonly-held view of that issue?  

 

How reliable is a source – this is not what the question is asking but can be used to help form 

judgements about the usefulness of sources. If a source is very unreliable, based on its 

provenance, does this make its views or contents less useful? Alternatively does you knowledge of 

who wrote the source, when and why improve the reliability and therefore make the source more 

useful?  

Make sure you understand the difference between the two terms above. A very unreliable source can still 

be very useful e.g. the Old Oligarch’s Constitution of the Athenians has a clear agenda and is naturally very 

critical of democracy. It is very useful, however, in giving us an aristocratic perspective on Athens in the 5th-

century.  

Mistakes to avoid  

• Simply describing the source(s) – this is very easy to do without realising. Concentrate on offering clear 

judgements about how useful the view or content of a source is (keep using the word ‘useful’ throughout) 

• Giving unsupported judgements – this means stating that a point from the source is or is not useful without 

explaining and supporting this judgement  

• Focusing primarily on ‘reliability’ rather than ‘utility’ – reliability is important but only because it helps you to 

judge how useful a source is 

• Not answering the question directly – ‘How useful’ requires a supported judgement e.g. “very useful”, “partially 

useful”, “moderately useful” etc 

INTRODUCTION 

THE PASSAGE(S) IS USEFUL 

THE PASSAGE(S) IS NOT USEFUL 

CONCLUSION 

Introduction: 

• Very briefly outline what the issue in the question is and 

summarise the context of the extracts 

Main Paragraphs: 

• Balanced analysis needed – you will not be given passages that are 

completely useful or have no use at all 

• Introduce a point or view from the source, offer a judgement 

about how useful it is and then explain fully using you knowledge 

of the period and, where relevant, other sources 

•  

Conclusion: 

• Important part of this answer and needs to be developed in full 

• Answer the ‘How useful’ part of the question directly – this should 

be a balanced judgement but avoid sitting on the fence  
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Greek Depth Study Timelines  

 

TOPIC 1 – ATHENIAN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CULTURE  

DATE EVENT 

462/61 Reforms of Ephialtes – took power away from the oligarch Council of Areopagus 

460 Pericles enters politics   

457 Pericles open the archonships to the third social class the zeugitai 

454 Treasury of the Delian League moved to Athens 

451 Pericles’ political reforms: payment for jury service; citizenship law 

443-429 Pericles was elected general 15 years consecutively  

442 Ostracism of the politician and rival to Pericles, Thucydides (not the historian)  

431 Pericles’ ‘Funeral Oration’  

430 Pericles fined at the start of the Peloponnesian War and leaves office 

429 Pericles is recalled to power  

429 Pericles persuades the Assembly to recognise his illegitimate son with Aspasia as a 
Citizen 

429 Death of Pericles 

428 Revolt of Mytilene  

427 Mytilene Debate  

420s ‘Old Oligarch, Constitution of the Athenians’ produced 

425 Athenian victory at Pylos and Sphacteria  

424 Aristophanes’ Knights wins 1st prize at the Lenaea  

422 Aristophanes’ Wasps wins 2nd prize at the Lenaea 

422 Death of Cleon at the Battle of Amphipolis 

421 Peace of Nicias  

411 Oligarchic Coup in Athens 

411 
Aristophanes’ Women at the Thesmophoria performed at the City Dionysia (result 
unknown)  

404-3 Rule of the ‘Thirty Tyrants’ 

 

 

TOPIC 2 – THE INFLUENCE OF NEW THIKING AND IDEAS ON ATHENIAN SOCIETY 

DATE EVENT 

430s Protagoras comes to Athens  

432 Socrates serves as a hoplite in Potidaea  

427 Gorgias comes to Athens  

423 Aristophanes’ Clouds comes 3rd at the City Dionysia (re-written 419) 

406 
Socrates served on the jury which executed 6/8 victorious generals from the Battle of 
Arginusae. Socrates argued against this punishment  

399 Trial and execution of Socrates  
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TOPIC 3 – ART AND ARCHITECTURE 

DATE EVENT 

457 The ‘Long Walls’ connecting Athens to Piraeus finished  

447/6 Construction of the Parthenon begins 

440 Construction of the Temple of Poseidon at Sounion   

437 Construction of the Propylaea   

432 Construction of the Parthenon finished  

420s  Construction of the Temple of Athena Nike  

420  Construction of the Erechtheion (finished 405/04) 

 

 

TOPIC 4 – DRAMA AND DRAMATIC FESTIVALS  

DATE EVENT 

435 Construction of the Odeon of Pericles  

428 Euripides’ Hippolytus won 1st prize at the City Dionysia  

424 Aristophanes’ Knights wins 1st prize at the Lenaea  

423 Aristophanes’ Clouds comes 3rd at the City Dionysia (re-written 419) 

422 Aristophanes’ Wasps wins 2nd prize at the Lenaea 

415 Euripides’ Trojan Women came 2nd at the City Dionysia 

411 
Aristophanes’ Women at the Thesmophoria performed at the City Dionysia (result 
unknown)  

 

 

TOPIC 5 – RELIGIOIN AND RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS  

DATE EVENT 

423 Aristophanes’ Clouds comes 3rd at the City Dionysia (re-written 419) 

415 Alcibiades accused of Eleusinian Mysteries and defacing statues of Hermes 

407 Alcibiades returns to Athens and restores the Eleusinian Mysteries procession 

399 Trial of Socrates accused of denying the gods and inventing new ones  
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Topic 1: Athenian Political 

and Social Culture  
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Prescribed Source Overview 

TOPIC 1: THE POLITICS AND CULTURE OF ATHENS  

Source Reference Details 

Aristotle  
Athenian 
Constitution  

See separate Source Summary  

Old Oligarch  
Constitution 
of the 
Athenians  

See separate source summary  

Thucydides 
Pericles’ 
Funeral 
Oration 

See separate source summary  

Thucydides 
Mytilene 
Debate  

Record of the debate held by the Athenian Assembly in 427 to consider the punishment of Mytilene after it had revolted. 
Thucydides combines the two days of debate and speeches into one and does not claim to record speeches work for word. IN 
the speeches, Cleon argues in favour of the harsh punishment, Diodotus for a more lenient one.Key source for: 

- The workings of the democratic system in Athens and the role of Assembly (example of an emergency debate) 
- The Character of Cleon: remarkable for the “violence of his character” and the influence he held over the people 
- The power of rhetoric to persuade the assembly and the scepticism with which it was viewed by some  
- The nature of Athenian control of their empire  

Aristophanes  
Women at the 
Thesmophoria  

The prescribed section of the play comes from the parabasis of the play where the playwright addresses the audience through 
one of the characters. Here the women of the Thesmophoria list their grievances and explain the second-class status they had 
in Athens e.g. they get no recognition for raising a great son; they cannot leave the house; they are accused of bringing on all of 
Athens’ problems  

Aristophanes  Wasps 

The prescribed scene depicts the mock trial that is held. The dog called Labes is accused of stealing food by the ‘Hound’, who 
represents Cleon. Philocleon (Cleon-lover) is eager to convict regardless of the facts, whilst his son Bdelycleon (Cleon-hater) 
tries to stop him before eventually tricking him to vote to acquit (let off) the dog. Key evidence for: 

- The way the law courts work e.g. the proceedings, the attempts to gain sympathy for the jurors 
- Criticism of the quality of the jurors who are portrayed as vindictive and disinterested in justice  
- Cleon’s exploitation of the courts to attack rivals and whip up the people(accused of being a demagogue) 

Xenophon  Memorabilia  
Socrates saying that it is wrong to enslave friends but right to enslave enemies – shows how commonly accepted slavery was 
that even Socrates assumed it was natural and right in cases. 

Xenophon  Memorabilia  
Socrates in a conversation with Charmides describes the mixed make-up of the Assembly, which includes cobbler, builders, 
blacksmiths, and farmers. Good evidence of how accessible the Assembly and Athenian democracy were  

Xenophon  Poroi 2.1-2.5 Recognises the economic importance of metics in Athens and the importance of the metic tax.  

Plutarch  Pericles 11 
Explains that around 442 BC Athens was dominated by two leaders: Pericles of the popular faction, and Thucydides of the 
aristocratic faction  
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Pericles 14 
Pericles is accused of squandering public money on the building project but is able to in over the people and persuade them to 
ostracise his rival Thucydides. Evidence of Pericles’ ability to manipulate the people and of the potential to mis-use ostracism to 
remove rivals  

Pericles 15 

Plutarch’s summary of Pericles’ political dominance after the ostracism of Thucydides. He lists Pericles’ achievements and the 
style of his leadership – e.g. he led the people rather than being swayed by their wants. Says that Pericles’ power rested on his 
oratory and his reputation for honesty and statesmanship (This source is very similar to Thucydides 2.65 which you studied in 
Year 1 i.e. the “First Citizen”) 

Pericles 32 
Aspasia is accused of impiety – shows the close relationship and influence of Aspasia. Also evidence of the potential influence 
of the sophists (in this case Anaxagoras) on Pericles as Plutarch says the charge was meant to cast doubt on Pericles too 

Pericles 37 
Pericles persuades the Assembly to recognise his illegitimate son as a citizen when he would not qualify under Pericles’ own 
citizenship law. Plutarch also states that Pericles was recalled to power in 429 BC because no one else possessed his authority  

Nicias 3 Nicias lacked the qualities of Pericles so used his wealth to win over the people  

Nicias 11 
Describes the feud between Nicias and Alcibiades and how the two plotted to ostracise the figure of Hyperbolus to distract 
attention away from themselves. The plot worked but also further discredited the institution of ostracism. 

Alcibiades 10 
Describes the qualities of Alcibiades e.g. wealth, birth, personal courage in battle. Plutarch also says he could understand what 
was needed in any given situation better than anyone else.  

Alcibiades 15 
Describes the lavish and excessive lifestyle of Alcibiades and how this disgusted the leading me of Athens. Despite this, 
Alcibiades remained popular with the ordinary people of Athens  

Alcibiades 19 
Shows Alcibiades’ popularity among the army as on the eve of the Sicilian campaign in 415, a force of 1,000 hoplites openly 
refused to go unless Alcibiades went with them (he was being accused of sacrilege at the time)  

Alcibiades 20 
Describes the growing attacks on Alcibiades when he was away with he Sicilian campaign and the charges of damaging the 
statues of Hermes being made  

Alcibiades 34 

Alcibiades return to Athens in 407. He personally arranged for the procession to Eleusis (the central part of the Eleusinian 
Mysteries) to be restored after it had been stopped due to the Spartan occupation of Decelea from 413. This shows the 
importance of traditional religion and Alcibiades’ clever use of it to win favour with the Athenian people. This was successful as 
Plutarch says the people demanded that he be made dictator  
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Pericles’ Funeral Oration, Thucydides The Constitution of the Athenians, The Old Oligarch  Athenian Constitution, Aristotle 
“Our system of government does not copy the institutions 

of our neighbours. It is more the case of our being a 
model to others, than of our imitating anyone else. Our 

constitution is called a democracy because power is in the 

hands not of a minority but of the whole people.” 

Democracy is superior to other forms of government and 
includes all of the people (citizens) equally  
 
“No one, so long as he has it in him to be of service to the 

state, is kept in political obscurity because of poverty “ 

Government and positions of responsibility in Athens are 
open to all citizens and are not limited to a particular 
class 
 
“Here each individual is interested not only in his own 

affairs but in the affairs of the state as well…we do not 

say that a man who takes no interest in politics is a man 

who minds his business; we say he has no business at 
here at all” 

Athenian citizens have a duty to participate in the 
democratic system and make decisions for the good of 
the wider state not just themselves.  
 
“When our work is over, we are in a position to enjoy all 
kinds of recreation for our spirits. There are various kinds 

of contests and sacrifices regularly throughout the year.” 

Shows the importance of religious festivals as ‘holidays’ 
for Athenians and times when the city came together  
 
“Our love of what is beautiful does not lead to 
extravagance; our love of things of the mind does not 

make us soft.” 

Glorifying Athenian art, architecture and philosophical 
thought. Says these are things others should admire and 
make Athens great 
 

“As to the constitution of the Athenians, I give no praise to their 

choice of this form of constitution because this choice entails 
preferring the interests of bad men to those of good men.” 

Democracy favours ‘bad’ (poor) Athenians over ‘good’ (rich) 
Athenians   
 

“Second, all those offices that bring safety to the state as a whole 
when they are well performed, danger when they are not, in these 

offices the common people do not require any share.” 

Elections are used to select those officials who need technical skill 
(i.e. generals). The O.O. approves of this implying he disapproves of 
all other positions being chosen by sortition 
 
“Such a way of life could never produce the best city, but this is the 

way democracy would be best preserved. For the common people 

want not to be slaves in a city which has good laws, but to be free 
and in control – and they are not much worried if the laws are bad” 

Democracy creates bad laws but the ordinary people prefer this if it 
means they are free from control of upper-class Athenians   
 

“It is at Athens that slaves and metics lead the most undisciplined 
life” 

Slaves and metics have too much personal freedom in Athens and 
there is a lack of proper social order. The O.O. is likely blaming the 
erosion of normal social hierarchy on democracy 
 

“In the case of providing financial support for festivals, for athletics 
in the gymnasia and for manning triremes, they know that it is the 

rich pay for the choruses” 

The poor rely on the wealth of the rich to pay for public 
celebrations, festivals, sacrifices etc.  
 
“And in the lawcourts they put their own self-interest before 

justice.” 

Criticism of the legal system and the motivation of jurors, who the 
O.O. says prosecute cases to favour themselves rather than to reach 
‘just’ decisions. Supported by Aristophanes’ ‘Wasps’ 

“For this reason the Athenians bowed to its 

[the Council of Areopagus] authority, and the 
city was well governed at this time.” 

Hints at Aristotle’s views on democracy as 
believes Athens was governed best under the 
aristocratic Council of Areopagus  
 
“Then in the archonship of Conon [462/1] he 

[Ephialtes] took away from the council all the 
accretions which gave it its guardianship of the 

constitution, giving some to the council of five 

hundred and some to the people and the jury-
courts” 

Important democratic reform under Ephialtes 
who took control of the law from the Council 
of Areopagus and gave this to the more 
democratic Council, Assembly and courts. 
 
“Pericles took away some of the powers of the 
Areopagus… Moreover, Pericles was the first 

man to provide payment for jury service, as a 

political measure to counter the generosity of 

Cimon” 

The democratic reforms of Pericles, which 
gave more power and representation to lower 
class Athenian citizens. Also shows the 
presence of faction in Athenian politics: 
Pericles was the leader of the people and 
Cimon leader of the “better sort” 
 
“While Pericles was champion of the people 

the constitution was not in too bad a state, but 
after his death it became much worse.” 

Evidence of the quality and importance of 
Pericles’s leadership but also criticism of later 
leaders like Cimon. This view supports that of 
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“I would prefer is that you should fix your eyes every day 
on the greatness of Athens as she really is, and should fall 

in love with her.” 

Shows that Pericles wanted to improve the appearance 
of the city and the depth of its culture to glorify the city 
and create civic pride 
 
“I declare that our city is an education to Greece” 

Supports the argument that Pericles’ aim in the oration 
was to glorify Athens  
 
“No invading enemy is ashamed at being defeated, and no 

subject can complain of being governed by people unfit 

for their responsibilities. Mighty indeed are the marks and 
monuments of our empire.” 

Pericles openly talks of an Athenian Empire and boasts 
about the strength and size of it. 
 
“Perhaps I should say a word or two on the duties of 

women to those among you who are now widowed. I can 
say all I have to say in a short word of advice. Your great 

glory is not to be inferior to what God has made you, and 

the greatest glory of a woman is to be least talked about 
by men, whether they are praising you or criticizing you” 

Confirms traditional view that Athenian women should 
not have a public presence ad should stick to the ‘natural’ 
areas decided by the gods (raising children, looking after 
the household). Also significant that Pericles adds this as 
a brief comment right at the end of the speech – women 
are an after-thought. 

 
“Moreover, cities governed by an oligarchy must of necessity abide 

by their alliances and agreements. If they do not, or if some injustice 

is committed, then among so few the names of those who made the 

agreement are well known.” 

Democracy creates poor government of the empire as there is no 
accountability for the decision makers. Oligarchies govern their 
allies better as an individual or small group are responsible for 
decisions 
 

“I can forgive the common people their democracy; for anyone can 

be forgiven for looking after their own interests. But anyone who is 
not one of the common people, and yet choose to settle in a city 

governed by a democracy rather then one governed by an oligarchy, 

must be preparing to do wrong.” 

Attacks politician who support democracy because it supports their 
political ambition, rather than being commoners themselves (i.e. 
demagogues) 
 
“Sometimes a person can spend a year and still not get business 

settled by the Council or the Assembly. This happens at Athens 

purely because the mass of business to be settled” 

Suggests that democratic government is inefficient as it generates 
too much business (proposals, lawsuits etc.) for the democratic 
institutions to manage. The O.O. says this is made worse by the 
number of religious festivals the Athenians celebrate, each of which 
suspends government business. 
 

“There must be a judicial inquiry if someone fails to equip his 
trireme, or builds on public land;” 

The democratic system generates a stream of court cases, which 
overwhelms the legal system 

Thucydides (2.65) who said leadership declined 
after 429 BC 
 
“Cleon, it seems, more than anyone else 
corrupted the people by his wild impulses, and 

was the first man who, when on the platform, 

shouted, uttered abuse and made speeches with 
his clothes hitched up, while everyone else 

spoke in an orderly manner” 

Judgement about Cleon’s character and is 
harmful style of leadership. Supports the 
image of Cleon as a dangerous demagogue 
put forward by Aristophanes (Wasps, Knights), 
and Thucydides (Mytilene Debate) 
 
 

“Since Cleophon there has been an unending 

succession of popular leaders whose chief 
desire has been to be outrageous and to gratify 

the masses, looking only to considerations of 

the moment” 

Supports the argument that the quality of 
leadership in Athens declined after the death 
of Pericles, as a new generation of 
demagogues competed for power. Cleophon 
was a pro-democracy politician during the 
Ionian War (final part of the Peloponnesian 
War) who argued against accepting Spartan 
offers of peace in 410 and 406 BC. Supports 
Plato’s analogy of the ship and the lion tamer 
in his opinion of democracy 
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Topic 2: The influence of 

New Thinking and Ideas 

on Athenian Society  
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Prescribed Source Overview 
 

TOPIC 2: NEW THINKING 

Source Reference Details 
Plato  Apology  See separate source summary  

Aristophanes  Clouds  See separate source summary  

Plato  

Hippias 
Major  

Socrates describes the wealth of Gorgias (the father of rhetoric) and how the sophists are different to previous sages as they ask 
for money for their teachings and wisdom. In response, Hippias (also a sophist) boasts of the money he has made  

Gorgias 

In conversation with Socrates, Gorgias boasts that he can use speech to control others in the law-courts, the Council, and the 
Assembly. This makes the doctor and the trainer “the slave of the man who wields it”. Gorgias also says rhetoric can make 
uneducated people more powerful than real experts. Here Plato is presenting rhetoric as a trick and not as genuine knowledge or 
wisdom  

Protagoras 
In this conversation Protagoras says that the teachings of the sophists are not new – important evidence as it shows that even 
Plato recognises the sophists may not have been that novel or dangerous  

 Republic 
The analogy of the ship – compares Athenian democracy to a ship in which the crew are the politicians and the captain the 
people. The crew argue about how to rule, split into factions, and support those who can control the captain (Demagogues). 
Meanwhile, the ‘true navigator’ who is skilled enough to steer the ship, is denied power  

 Republic 
The Analogy of the Animal trainer - The people of Athens are compared to a dumb, wild bear. The politicians are those who learn 
what the bear wants and can give it this (demagogues) but do not actually lead or question whether these desires are good or 
not. 

Xenophon 
Memorabilia  Socrates says that sophists can be described as prostitutes because they receive money for their services  

Memorabilia  
Claims that Socrates did not deserve the death penalty. Describes his philosophy as interest in human affairs; the nature of piety 
and impiety; good and bad. This is what we would describe today as human ethics  

Aristotle  Rhetoric 
Claims that rhetoric makes the weaker argument appear the “better argument”. More evidence that rhetoric was controversial 
and viewed as a trick (Aristotle writing in the 320s)  

Plutarch  Pericles 36 
Evidence of the influence of the sophists on Pericles – describes how Pericles’ sone complained that his father had spent a whole 
day arguing with Protagoras (a sophist famous for relativism) about who was responsible when a javelin hit and killed an athlete. 
Presents sophist argument as indulgent and pointless  

Gorgias 
Encomium 
of Helen  

Show speech written by Gorgias to advertise the brilliance of his rhetoric and create more business and people hired him as a 
teacher. In the source Gorgias argues that Helen is innocent of having caused the Trojan War because he can prove her 
innocence based on whether she acted out of love, because of the power of the gods, the power of speech, or because she was 
physically forced. Lots of evidence of the power of rhetoric e.g. described as a “powerful Lord” and compared to a drug or a spell.   
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Topic 3: Art and 

Architecture and their 

significance in the culture 

of Athens  
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Prescribed Source Overview 

TOPIC 3: ART AND ARCHITECTURE  

Source Reference Details 

Plutarch 

Pericles 12-14 

Description of the Periclean building programme. Includes: 
- Criticisms that were being made of the cost of the building project and Pericles’ defence of the use of Delian League money  
- Pericles justifies the programme as stimulating enterprises and industries across the city and turning the whole people into 

“wage earners” 
- The scale of the programme and all of the other industries and skilled craftsmen who will be needed to achieve it  - carpenter, 

coppersmith, stone-mason, dyer  etc.  
- Plutarch’s praise for the speed and beauty of the project – implies that it was designed to glorify the power of Athens and of 

Pericles (e.g. he personally oversaw the design of the Odeon of Pericles) 
- Explains that Pericles added musical contests to the Panathenaic Festival which were held in the Odeon of Pericles 
- Names of the architects – Pheidias, Callicrates, Ictinus  
- Attack on Pericles by his political rival Thucydides which resulted in Pericles offering to pay for the building project personally 

and the eventual ostracism of Thucydides (442 BC)  

Pericles 31 

Accusations made against Pheidias that he embezzled some of the gold meant for the statue of Athena Parthenos, and that he had a 
likeness of himself and Pericles carved onto her shield. Shows that criticism of the building project remained well into the 
construction. This is also a source you have read in year 1 as it gives a possible motive for the Megarian Decree in 432 to distract 
attention in Athens away from these charges. 

Pausanias 

Description of 
Greece 1.28.2 

Description of the statue of Athena Promachos. Says it was built using wealth gained from victory against the Persians and that it was 
large enough to be seen from Sounion. Credits Pheidias as the designer  

Description of 
Greece 1.24.5 

Description of the pediments on the Parthenon – birth of Athena (Eastern Pediment) & Athena’s contest with Poseidon (Western 
Pediment). Highlights the extravagance and cost of the sculptures: “The statue itself is made of ivory and gold” 

Prescribed 
Buildings  

The Propylaea  

See Separate A3 summary sheet and the notes in your lesson materials. Remember that you need to know about he buildings and 
their architectural features e.g. the pediments, metopes, frieze, statue of Athena in the Parthenon  

The Temple of 
Athena Nike 

The Parthenon 

The Erectheion 

The Odeon of 
Pericles  

The Temple of 
Hephaestus 

The Temple of 
Poseidon at 
Sounion 
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Revision notes on the Prescribed Buildings 

The Parthenon  

- Construction started 447 BC and was completed 433/32. Callicrates and Ictinus were the architects 

- Built to replace the old Temple of Athena which had been destroyed by the Persians in 480 

- Temple to Athena and the largest temple in the Greek word – over 23,000 square feet; 17x8 Doric columns  

- In addition to acting as a temple, it was also the treasury for the Delian League tribute  

- Constructed  entirely of marble which was extracted from the quarry at Penteli 14 km away from Athens. 

Temples traditionally were built of limestone and covered with a layer of marble called stucco – shows the 

expense of the construction and the importance of the building. Built in a traditional peripteral style (a 

central room surrounded by columns)  

- A series of optical refinements were used to enhance the appearance of the temple and make it appear 

visually perfect to the observer. These refinements enhanced it as a religious offering to Athena but also 

displayed the brilliance of Athens. E.g. Columns sloped inwards slightly to appear straight when looked at 

from the ground; the Parthenon was situated to maximise the amount that someone could see when 

entering through the Propylaea  

- Filled with a range of artistic pieces designed to communicate messages to visitors: 

o The Pediments – Eastern Pediment shows the birth of Athena from Zeus’ head. Western Pediment 

shows contest of the gods between Athena and Poseidon to become the patron god of Athens (won 

by Athena).  

o The Metopes – ran around the exterior of the Parthenon and each side of the building told a 

different stoy through the metopes. The common theme, howeve, was the victoty of the civilised 

work against a barbarain enemy or invader. This was meant to refelect Athens’ victory over Persia 

▪ North side – sack of Troy 

▪ South Side – fight between the Centaurs and the Lapiths 

▪ East Side - Battle of the Olympian gods against the giants  

▪ West Side – fight against the Amazons 

o The Frieze – this was a continuous sculpted design that ran along the top of the interior wall of the 

Parthenon. Depicts the procession which took part in the Panathenaea Festival. Shows the different 

groups of Athenian society and reflects the idea of Athenian identity and civic unity 

o Statue of Athena Parthenos – 12m statue of Athena design by Pheidias and constructed from a 

wooden frame covered in gold, ivory, and jewel. May have cost more that the Parthenon itself 

(remember that according to Thucydides, Pericles listed the statue as a financial resource Athens 

could use when arguing in favour of war in 431 BC) 

 

The Erechtheion 

- Constructed in the 420s but not finished until 405/04 due to the interruption of the Peloponnesian War  

- The most important religious site in Athens and contained shrines to Zeus, Poseidon and Athena  

- Built on the Acropolis and around a number of sacred sites for the Athenians (not the irregular layout of the 

building: 

o The site of the contest between Athena and Poseidon to become the patron god of the city – Athens 

won by producing an olive tree as opposed to sea water. The Erechtheion did a right-angle turn to 

avoid the site where an olive tree was planted 

o The site of the death of Athens’ mythological king Erectheus who was struck down by a thunderbolt 

from Zeus – a hole was left in the floor and ceiling to mark this  

o The tomb of the mythological Cecrops over which the Caryatid porch was built (Caryatids were 

columns in the shape of women who looked over the tomb) 

- The Erechtheion housed the statue of Athena Polias and was the end point of the procession which took 

place during the Panathanaea. The ceremonial peplos was placed over her head for the year and depicted 

mythological scenes including the victories of Athena 
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The Propylaea 

- Built between 437 and 432 BC by the architect Mnesikles 

- Acted as the gateway to the Acropolis through which visitors had to enter. This had a potential military 

purpose in that the gateway could closed and the Acropolis sealed off. It was also a religious gateway in that 

it separated the sacred Acropolis from the rest of the city 

- Included a central hall lined with Doric columns and four wings coming off this. Constructed of marble with a 

blue ceiling in which were laid gold stars  

- Far grander than a gateway needed to be, suggesting that the Propylaea was designed as an expressed and 

reminder of Athens’ power and wealth.  t was used to house foreign diplomats so this function was 

particularly important 

 

The Temple of Athena Nike  

- Built in the 420s next to the Propylaea on the edge of the Acropolis (would have been very visible as you 

walked up the steps to the Acropolis) 

- Temple to ‘Athena goddess of victory’  

- Frieze around the north and south sides of the temple showed battle scenes between the Greeks and 

Persians. On the west side it showed a battle between Athens and Corinth at Megara, and on the east, gods 

and goddesses. Significant as friezes usually depicted mythological scenes so the inclusion of recent Athenian 

victories shows that the purpose of the temple was to celebrate these and Athens’ military strength 

- Wingless Nike appears on the wall running around the temple implying that victory was permanent in 

Athens. In this sense the temple is a symbol of Athenian military confidence and prowess.  

 

The Odeon of Pericles 

- According to Plutarch the Odeon of Pericles was built under the personal direction of Pericles 

- A roofed concert hall that was next to pre-Periclean Theatre of Dionysus. Located at the bottom of the 

Acropolis. 

- Used for the musical contests in the Panathenaea and also for the proagon of the City Dionysia in which 

small sections of the plays to be held in the festival were performed (acted as a form of trailer) 

- The roof of the Odeon was meant to resemble the tent of the Persian King suggesting one aim of the 

building was to glorify Athens’ victory over Persia. The building is also evidence that the building programme 

was designed to amplify Pericles’ political power  

 

The Temple of Hephaestus  

- Located in the agora which was the social and economic centre of the city  

- Dedicated to the workman god Hephaestus and Athena  

- Near to the working district of Athens Kermaikos. Significant building as shows the building project extended 

beyond the Acropolis and was intended to transform the entire city not just its religious centre  

 

Temple of Poseidon at Sounion 

- Located at the southern tip of Attica meaning it would have been highly visible to anyone sailing to Athens’ 

main port at Piraeus. In this sense, the temple was intended as a statement of Athenian power as well as a 

site of religious worship 

- Replaced a temple that had been destroyed by the Persians  

- Very similar in style and design to the Parthenon – built in the peripteral style with doric columns. Included a 

number of friezes that were based on the same themes as seen in the Parthenon: 

o The battle of the centaurs and the Lapiths 

o The battle of the giants and the gods 

o The Labours of Theseus  
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Non-Prescribed Building in Attica (very useful to revise and know well) 

- Eleusis - Eleusis was a sacred site in Attica because it was the centre of a secret cult of Demeter, the 

initiation for which was known as the Eleusinian Mysteries. The cult practised regular sacrifices and 

therefore needed a considerable, covered temple in which to do this. It was also important that 

rituals could take place indoors as only the initiated were meant to witness them. Herodotus recalls 

that there had already been a temple at Eleusis but that it had been destroyed during the Persian 

invasion. Plutarch describes the construction of a new temple with a colonnade and friezes  

 

- Brauron - Dating from the sixth-century BC, there had been a temple to Artemis and work to 

expand it had begun after the Persian invasion when the Persians attacked the site. In the 420s a 

new stoa was built and was meant to be used to display the offerings that people brought to 

Demeter – goddess of the harvest and fertility. The stoa was built in the Doric style but the columns 

were placed wider apart to show the offering and allow access. The cult of Artemis and Brauron 

was clearly very important due to the scale of the building work but also the fact that it had a 

sanctuary building representing it on the Acropolis in Athens. 

 

- Rhamnous - Located in the north-east of Attica, a new temple to the goddess Nemesis was built in 

Rhamnous in the Doric style. Pheidias or one of his pupils created a statue of Nemesis in the temple 

that, according to Pausanias, was made of marble the Persians had brought over during their 

invasion with the intention of building a victory-monument. The temple was never finished due to 

the interruption of the Peloponnesian War. 

 

- Thorikos - An unusual marble stoa was built at Thorikos in the form of two U-shaped walkways 

facing each-other. The purpose of this is unclear but due to the high level of workmanship in the 

building, it may have been temple to the goddess Demeter 
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Topic 4: Drama and 

Dramatic Festivals and 

their significance in the 

culture of Athens  
  



34 
 

Prescribed Source Overview 
 

TOPIC 4: DRAMA AND DRAMATIC FESTIVALS  

Source Reference Details 

Euripides Hippolytus See separate source summary 

Aristophanes  
 

Knights See separate source summary 

Clouds  See separate source summary 

Women at the 
Thesmophoria  

The prescribed section of the play comes from the parabasis of the play where the playwright addresses the audience through 
one of the characters. Here the women of the Thesmophoria list their grievances and explain the second-class status they had in 
Athens e.g. they get no recognition for raising a great son; they cannot leave the house; they are accused of bringing on all of 
Athens’ problems  

Wasps 

The prescribed scene depicts the mock trial that is held. The dog called Labes is accused of stealing food by the ‘Hound’, who 
represents Cleon. Philocleon (Cleon-lover) is eager to convict regardless of the facts, whilst his son Bdelycleon (Cleon-hater) tries 
to stop him before eventually tricking him to vote to acquit (let off) the dog. Key evidence for: 

- The way the law courts work e.g. the proceedings, the attempts to gain sympathy for the jurors 
- Criticism of the quality of the jurors who are portrayed as vindictive and disinterested in justice  

Cleon’s exploitation of the courts to attack rivals and whip up the people (accused of being a demagogue) 

Plutarch Pericles, 4 

Describes the sophists who influenced or educated Pericles. Says that Anaxagoras was “one man more closely associated with 
Pericles than any other”. Plutarch also says that Pericles received a musical education from Damon who in fact “trained Pericles 
for his political contests” and was ostracised from Athens for being an intriguer and “supporter of tyranny”. Plutarch explains 
that the comic poet of the time targeted Damon and his influence over Pericles. Important as shows how comedy was directly 
influenced and inspired by contemporary events. Also useful for a topic 2 question on the impact of the sophists. 

Old Oligarch, 
Constitution of the 
Athenians  

2.18 

Explains how the Athenian public (the ‘bad’ people) do not allow public ridicule of themselves but they do allow ridicule of 
individuals as these tend to be wealthy ‘good’ Athenians. Shows the link between comedy and contemporary events and is 
supported by the attacks on high profile politicians in Aristophanes’ plays. However, these plays often make fun of the people as 
well (e.g. the jurors in Wasps) suggesting ordinary Athenians were also fair game for comedy 
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THE CITY DIONYSIA  
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Topic 5: Religion and its 

Significance in the Culture 

of Athens    
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Prescribed Source Overview 

TOPIC 5: RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS  

Source Reference Details 

Isocrates 5.117 Describes the difference between the worship of Olympian and Chthonic gods 

Plutarch  

Pericles, 4-
6 

Plutarch explains the influence of the sophist Anaxagoras over Pericles. Says that Anaxagoras was “intelligence personified” and that he used 
his intelligence to investigate “natural phenomena. From this relationship Pericles “learned from his teachings to rise above the superstitious 
terror which springs from an ignorant wonder at the common phenomena of the heavens”. The source goes on to give the example of the 
‘mystery’ of a rams head from which one horn grew from the middle of the forehead. Lampon, a soothsayer, interpreted this as a sign that 
Pericles would emerge as the dominant political leader and overcome his rival Thucydides. Anaxagoas, however had the skull dissected and 
found that unusual ram’s head was the result of the deformed growth of the brain. 
 
This is significant as it is an example of the sophists challenging traditional religious explanations for the natural world and replacing these 
with ‘scientific ones’. The source also suggests that this approach had gained favour with Pericles.  

Pericles 32  

Aspasia was accused of impiety by the comic poet Hermippus. A decree was also introduced by the diviner (someone who had insight into 
the future) Diopeithes saying that anyone who challenged the gods or taught new theories about celestial phenomena, should be 
prosecuted. Shows a backlash against the new thinking of the sophists and, in particular, Anaxagoras. Could be used to show that traditional 
religion was being actively defended, or that it was coming under threat 

Alcibiades 
19 

Alcibiades is accused of mocking the Eleusinian mysteries and defacing statues of Hermes. The charges were brought by Alcibiades political 
rival Androcles and turned the people into an “ugly mood”. Alcibiades argued to be tried immediately before leaving with Sicilian expedition 
but his opponents arranged for the trial to be delayed so he would be tried in his absence and when he could not defend himself  

Alcibiades 
34 

Alcibiades return to Athens in 407. He personally arranged for the procession to Eleusis (the central part of the Eleusinian Mysteries) to be 
restored after it had been stopped due to the Spartan occupation of Decelea from 413. This shows the importance of traditional religion and 
Alcibiades’ clever use of it to win favour with the Athenian people. This was successful as Plutarch says the people demanded that he be 
made dictator  

Plato Apology  

Lots of evidence in the source to suggests that traditional religion was being challenged: 
- Socrates is accused of denying the gods and inventing new ones 
- One of Socrates’ accusers, Miletus, confuses him with Anaxagoras and his theory that the sun was in fact a hot rock and not a god. 

Socrates did not argue this but it shows how controversial the idea was 
 

However, the source could also be used to challenge the idea that traditional belief was being challenged as the harsh punishment of 
Socrates suggests that the public mood was against unconventional religious ideas 

Euripides Hippolytus 
Respect of the gods is a key theme of the play. Hippolytus is punished for his disrespect of Aphrodite: “[ ] have no liking for a god worshipped 
at night.” The play is more complex than this, however, as the vengeful nature of the gods is also presented. Aphrodite admits that gods have 
their pride too, and her punishment of Hippolytus is disproportionate. 
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Aristophanes Clouds 

The new thinking of the sophists, including their supposed challenge to conventional religion, is satirised in Clouds e.g. “Socrates: Zeus? 
Who’s Zeus? What rubbish you talk! There is no Zeus!”. Socrates goes on to say that rain and thunder are not caused by Zeus but by the 
clouds. He also claims there is a new god who makes the clouds move called Vortex. These views are meant to mimic the ideas of the sophists 
and are being ridiculed by Aristophanes. The more serious point is that Aristophanes is saying these new ideas are dangerous as they disrupt 
the traditional social and moral order. Socrates also blamed this play in 424 and its portrayal of him as turning people against him when 
defending himself in 399 

Old Oligarch, 
Constitution 
of the 
Athenians  

2.9 
Claims that public festivals were held in Athens to allow poorer citizens who could not afford their own sacrifices to participate in these 
religious practices 

3.1-2 
Claims that Athens celebrates more festivals than any other Greek state and that there are so many of them that they prevent the Assembly 
and Council from completing all of the business of government  

Thucydides 
Funeral 
Oration 

Pericles says that Athenians can “enjoy all kinds of recreation for our spirits. There are various kinds of contests and sacrifices regularly 
throughout the year.” – confirms the importance of festivals as a public event and a form of entertainment. 
 
The Funeral Oration is also significant in this topic because it largely leaves out the gods which is unusual when honouring the dead at the 
end of the first year of a war. This could be used as evidence that Pericles was challenging traditional religious belief.  

Parthenon Frieze  
Shows the procession taking place as part of the Panathenaia. Includes the full range of Athenian society which took part in the festival, 
including women and metics. Also shows the peplos being carried to be draped over the statue of Athena Polias in the Erechtheion. The 
peplos would have included images of the gods and mythological scenes  

Erechtheion -  
In general, this building is prime evidence of the religious purpose of the building programme and the significance of religion in Athens. The 
temple was the religious centre of Athens and was constructed around three sacred sites: the site of Athena and Poseidon’s contest, the 
thunderbolt which killed Erectheus, the tomb of Cecrops 
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How far do the sources help us to understand the impact of religious fes vals on the lives of the
people of A ca? [  ]
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 nights (     C)

Clouds (     C)

Wasps (     C)

 hesmophoria usae (   )

                  

 o  coul   ou use it 

 In a  ues on on democracy or par cipa on

 The play cri cises the legal system for being dominated by old,
prejudiced men simply out for payment (or in the case of delycleon,
soup)

 This is in turn a cri cism of the democra c system the jurors are
easily swayed by emo onal appeals (also a point made by Socrates in
the Apology)

 However, it is also evidence of how the legal system actually worked
and that it was open to par cipa on by ordinary ci zens. As an
aristocrat Aristophanes may have been hos le towards the courts for
this reason
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 Performed in 424  C

  nique as the only known play of its  me to target and a ack
one poli cal  gure  Cleon

 Cleon had previously prosecuted Aristophanes for Slandering
Athens in 42   C

 A cri cism more generally of how demagogues like Cleon
manipulate the people

  nights presents the city of Athens as a household run by a bad  
tempered and gullible man called Demos ( the people )

 A new slave called Paphlagonian (Cleon) tricks Demos and claims
credit for the work of other slaves

 The other slaves  Demosthenes and Nicias try to  nd some one
to replace the Paphlagonian in the household who is even more
ignorant and sel sh  the Sausage-Seller                    

 o  coul   ou use it 

 In a  ues on on democracy or leadership in democra c Athens

 The play a acks the character and behaviour of Cleon claiming that he is violent
and impulsive, and holds power as a demagogue i.e. he can whip up the mob

 Aristophanes is also indirectly cri cising the democra c system by sugges ng that
it rewards people who can shout the loudest not the most able poli cians and
leaders. This matches Socrates  views on Democracy (analogies of the ship and
lion tamer) and the those of the Old Oligarch

 In a period study  ues on on leadership

 A theme in the play is that Cleon takes credit for the work of Demosthenes and
 icias. This is a reference to Pylos andSphacteriawhere Aristophanes thought
that Cleon arrived to take the glory a er the hard work of Demosthenes

 This would be useful to suggest that Cleon s leadership duringthe Archidamian
War was limited

                   
 First performed in 42   C and then re  wri en around 41  (the re  write

survives)

 Pheidippides is sent to the  thinkery  by his father Strepsiades to learn
the art of rhetoric so that he can talk his way out of his gambling debts.

 The thinkery is run by Socrates who is used a symbol character to
represent new thinking altogether

 Pheidippides ini ally refuses to go and his father goes in his place. He
fails to learn anything properly and his son eventually a ends.

 He chooses   rong  to teach him how to make the weaker argument the
stronger and talks his way out of his gambling debts. He goes on,
however, to argue that children are allowed to beat their parents and the
play ends with him doing this to Strepsiades .
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 o  coul   ou use it 

 E idence o  opposi on to the sophists and  ne  thin ing . The moral of the play is
that Athenians should not be lured or distracted by clever new thinking and should
instead s ck with tradi onal values

 E idence o  cri cism o  rhetoric.  Wrong  boasts of the power of his rhetorical skills
in making the weaker argument appear the stronger. He claims he can teach
Pheidippides to be able to talk his way out of adultery. This cri cism of rhetoric
matches lots of other sources My lene debate, Plato, Aristotle, Hippolytus

 In a  ues on on religion.Part of the new thinking taught in theThinkery is to
challenge tradi onal religion (Strepsiades comes back laughing at his son for
believing in Zeus). Aristophanes would only have included this theme if people were
genuinely challenging tradi onal belief at the  me. However, Aristophanes remains
very cri cal of new religious thinking sugges ng new ideas were limited and
controversial.

 In a  ues on on Socrates. He would claim in his defence speech that the portrayal of
him in Cloudsand the associa on of him with the sophists would start to turn
opinion against him

                              

 Performed in 411  C

 The women of Athens have become frustrated with Euripides 
nega ve portrayal of them in his plays, which is making their
husbands mistrust them

 The women decide to kill Euripides, who learning of this asks his old
friend Mnesilochus to in ltrate the Thesmopohria Fes  al (dressed
as a woman) to speak up for Euripides in his defence

 Mnesilochus is discovered and a er several failed rescue a empts,
the women agree to spare him and Euripides in return for fairer
treatment in his tragedies

 The prescribed sec on we study is the parabasis where the women
of the Thesmophoria address the audience directly

                              
 o  coul   ou use it 

 E idence o the posi on o   omen The complaints of the women con rm
that they were treated as second class ci zens also that they were not
passive vic ms, and instead cri cised their posi on. However, the amount
you can learn about the posi on of women through the play is limited by
the fact it is a male perspec ve male writer, actors, (probably) audience

 E idence o the importance o  religious  es  als. The comedy revolves
around theThesmophoriaFes val  a female only fes val in honour of
Demeter and Persephone which took place in the Autumn. Worshipping
these gods was essen al to bring fer lity to the city and it also provided a
unique opportunity to women. Married women camped out near to the
Pynx (seat of the Assembly) for three days and two nights.  t was a rare
occasion of female independence and empowerment

 In a  ues on on Athena and Poseidon: theThesmophoriashows that that
the Athenians had a more diverse custom of religious worship than simply
honouring Athena and Poseidon. Other gods were important and at  mes
dominated the religious calendar
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Example Answers and 

Indicative Content  
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Read the passages below 

 

You have become regular speech-goers, and as for action, you merely listen to accounts of it; if 

something is to be done in the future you estimate the possibilities by hearing a good speech on 

the subject. And as for the past you rely not so much on the facts which you have seen with your 

own eyes as on what you have heard about them in some clever piece of verbal criticism. Any 

novelty in an argument deceives you at once, but when the argument is tried and proved you 

become unwilling to follow it; you look with suspicion on what is normal and are the slaves of every 

paradox that comes your way. The chief wish of each one of you is to be able to make a 

speech  himself, and, if you cannot do that, the next best thing is to compete with those who can 

make this sort of speech by not looking as though you were at all out of your depth while you listen 

to the views put forward, by applauding a good point before it is made, and by being as quick at 

seeing how an argument is going to be developed as you are slow at understanding in the end 

what it will lead to.  

Thucydides, The History of the Peloponnesian War, 3.38 

 

 

   

DEMOSTHENES:  

Easy as pie: do the same things you do already.  Mix all their affairs together and stir them 

into a hash, and always try to win the people over with little touches of elegantly prepared 

rhetoric as sweeteners.  The other demagogic qualities you possess: a repellent voice, low 

birth, and you’re a typical product of the Agora.  You have everything that’s needed for 

public life, and oracles and the voice of Pytho are in agreement.  Now crown yourself and 

pour libation to the god Blockhead, and then let’s see you pay the man out. 

 Aristophanes, Knights, 213-221 

 

 

How useful are these passages for understanding the importance of rhetoric for political 

leaders in Athens? [12] 
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How useful are these passages for understanding the importance of rhetoric for political leaders in Athens? (12 

marks) (June 2019) 

ANSWER A 

The two passages are useful for our understanding in the importance of rhetoric for political leaders in Athens. 

Firstly, Thucydides implies the people were swayed by good rhetoric. ‘You have heard about them in some clever 

piece of verbal criticism’. This idea is further enforced by Aristotle’s ‘rhetoric’ which also implies the people were 

won over by a ‘bad argument presented well’. This shows that the people often considered being good at rhetoric 

the most important thing.  

The passages are further useful as Aristophanes’ ‘Knights’ states that the most important qualities are a ‘repellent 

voice, low birth, typical product of the Agora.’ We know this to also be the case as Hippias Major further focuses on 

the idea that this quality can ‘alter the audience’ and cause the people to ‘ignore rational ideas’. This accompanied 

with the fact the assembly was made up of lower class citizens also supports the claim that familiarity between the 

people could also be important in politics for leaders or those aspiring to be.  

Overall the passages are useful for the understanding of rhetoric and its importance for political leaders as they do 

provide points that are a common theme in other ancient sources such as Plato, Hippias and Aristotle.  

 (7/12) 

 

ANSWER B 

Thucydides and Aristophanes give their respective accounts on the effect of rhetoric on the assembly and the use of 

rhetoric for political leaders in Athens.  n Aristophanes’ ‘The Knights’, the humour and political point comes from the 

reversal of expectations. The lower ones birth and intelligence, the higher chance of success in the assembly. There 

is no need to rule well, so Demosthenes reassures the Sausage-Seller in our passage: “Mix all their affairs into a hash 

and always try to win the people over with little touches of elegantly prepared rhetoric.” Here the effect of rhetoric 

is used as a criticism of democracy. Similarly, Thucydides comments on the effect of rhetoric on the assembly, “[the 

people] are the slaves of every paradox that comes their way.”  oth authors argue that the effect of rhetoric was 

monumental and hence imperative for any leader. Given that rhetoric was the main instrument of late fifth century 

sophistry it is useful to frame the question on usefulness within the parameters of the intellectual revolution of the 

fifth century.  

Nowhere is the effect of rhetoric more important than in our passage of the Mytilene debate. Thucydides, during his 

recollection of Cleon’s first rebuttal to Diodotus seen here, talks about the greatly negative impact of ‘elaborate 

speeches’ that distance the audience from the truth. Aristotle would later describe this as a ‘moral chaos’. However, 

Thucydides and Aristophanes are often seen as portraying the conservative elements of society more 

sympathetically. As a result, one must take caution when assessing the usefulness of said authors. Moreover, as a 

comic playwright, Aristophanes is playing for laughs and as a result will use any literary device available to him to 

achieve this goal, including distortion and omission. With this being said satire is only successful if it is grounded in 

reality. Therefore, the previous constraints on the source’s usefulness are mitigated.  

It is useful to distinguish here between the philosophically driven opposition to rhetoric – that of Plato, Aristotle and 

Socrates – and the political opposition we see here in Thucydides and Aristotle. This allows us to visualise the two-

pronged attack on sophistry and rhetoric that took place during the late fifth-century. These passages are therefore 

primarily useful for the critique they offer of democracy; namely the use of rhetoric by political leaders and the 

effect this had on the public. Despite the aforementioned problems with using Thucydides and Aristophanes as a 

source and their mutual aristocratic backgrounds, the sources are particularly useful for this end. Especially when we 

consider the mutually supportive evidence from our other sources.  

(12/12) 



53 
 

Read the passages below 

12. But there was one measure above all which at once gave the greatest pleasure to the Athenians, adorned 

their city and created amazement among the rest of mankind, and which today is the sole testimony that the 

tales of the ancient power and glory of Greece are no mere fables. By this I mean his construction of temples 

and public buildings; and yet it was this, more than any other action of his, which his enemies slandered and 

misrepresented. They cried out in the Assembly that Athens had lost her good name and disgraced herself by 

transferring from Delos into her own keeping the funds that had been contributed by the rest of Greece, and 

that now the most plausible excuse for this action, namely, that the money had been moved for fear of the 

barbarians and was being guarded in a safe place, had been demolished by Pericles himself. ‘The Greeks 

must be outraged,’ they cried, ‘They must consider this an act of bare-faced tyranny, when they see that with 

their contributions, extorted from them by force for the war against the Persians, we are gilding and 

beautifying our city, as if it were some vain woman decking herself out with costly stones and statues and 

temples worth millions of money.’  

Pericles’ answer to the people was that the Athenians were not obliged to give the allies any account of how 

their money was spent, provided that they carried on the war for them and kept the Persians away. ‘They do 

not give us a single horse, nor a soldier, nor a ship. All they supply is money,’ he told the Athenians, ‘and 

this belongs not to the people who give it but to those who receive it, so long as they provide the 

services they are paid for. It is no more than fair that after Athens has been equipped with all she needs to 

carry on the war, she should apply the surplus to public works, which, once completed will bring her glory 

for all time, and while they are being built will convert that surplus to immediate use. In this way all kinds of 

enterprises and demands will be created which will provide inspiration for every art, find employment for 

every hand, and transform the whole people into wage-earners, so that the city will decorate and maintain 

herself at the same time from her own resources.’  

 

Plutarch, Pericles, 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How useful are these sources for our understanding of how the conflict with the Persians 

came to influence Athenian art and architecture? [12] 

Parthenon metope of a centaur 

fighting with a Lapith 
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How useful are these sources for our understanding of how the conflict with the Persians came to 

influence Athenian art and architecture? [12] 

The first passage records Pericles’ defence of his building programme and its cost, whilst the second source 

is a metope from the south-side of the Parthenon, construction of which finished in 433/32 BC. 

The sources are useful in understanding the influence conflict with Persia had on Athenian art and 

architecture because both source show how much it motivated buildings and sculptures. The extract from 

Plutarch claims that the building were signs of the “ancient power and glory” of Greece and Athens, power 

which came from the victory over the Persians in 479. The source is also useful because it tells us that 

Pericles used the ongoing conflict with Persia to justify the huge spending needed on public buildings, 

claiming it was deserved because Athens “kept the Persians away”. This shows that conflict with Persia 

continued to influence the building programme after 479 as Athens led the Delian league against Persia up 

to the Peace of Callias in 449 BC. Plutarch’s account may also be useful as he tended to combine different 

sources to reach an accurate account making its contents more reliable. The metope is also extremely 

useful in understanding the influence of Persia on art and architecture as it represents the victory of the 

civilised (the Lapiths) over the barbarians (the centaurs). This was a reference to Athens’ victory over Persia 

in 480/79 and was reflected in other artwork as well, such as the frieze around the Temple of Poseidon at 

Sounion which showed the victory of the Gods over the Giants. The metope is particularly useful as it is a 

physical remain and gives us a direct sense of what ideas the Athenians wanted to celebrate on their 

buildings. The fact that the metope decorated the Parthenon, the largest temple in the Greek world, also 

shows us how significant victory over Persia was. 

There are, however, limitations to the usefulness of the sources. The Plutarch source, for example is 

written in the 1st century AD meaning that it may not have an accurate understanding of what influenced 

the building programme. Plutarch also based his work heavily on Thucydides who was extremely pro-

Pericles. The celebration of Athens’ victory over Persia in the source could therefore be an attempt to 

glorify Pericles as a leader. Finally, the metope is limited as it only implies that conflict with Persia was 

influential, other influences, such as traditional religion and mythology may be more important in 

influencing buildings such as the Parthenon. The pediments, for example, showed traditional religious 

scenes of the contest between the gods and the birth or Athena, and the metopes may have been 

influenced by these same traditional religious ideas and not conflict with Persia. 

Overall the sources are useful in understanding the influence of conflict with Persia on Athenian art and 

architecture to an extent, as they both demonstrate the desire to celebrate victory in 479 and the ongoing 

Strengths: Improvements: 



55 
 

success of the Delian League. However, they don’t explain the other possible motives and influences such 

as religion or the glorification of Pericles.  

 

  

Ancient History – Greek Depth Study, Topic 3 

To what extent was the Athenian building programme a political statement 

[36] 

EXAMPLE PARAGRAPH: 

The Athenian building programme clearly was intended as a political 

statement because it was meant to demonstrate Athens’ status as the 

most powerful state in the Greek world. The buildings reinforced this 

message to the Athenians themselves and to other Greeks living in or 

visiting the city. Pericles’ Funeral Oration indicates that impressing the 

Greek world with the beauty of the city and its buildings was an aim of 

Pericles, who began the building programme in the 440s. Thucydides 

records Pericles as declaring that Athens “is an education to Greece”, 

suggesting that it was meant to show the Athenians as the leading 

power in the Greek world. This may not be entirely reliable, however, as 

Thucydides never claimed to record speeches word-for-word but to 

capture the gist of what was said. Thucydides also says very little overall 

about the building programme, suggesting that he may not have been 

aware of the motives behind it. Nevertheless, the idea that the buildings 

and architecture were meant to demonstrate Athenian power and 

status is supported by the buildings themselves. The Parthenon, for 

example was deigned to be the largest temple in the Greek world, with 

its 17x8 Doric columns. The Propylaea, built between 437 and 432 BC, 

expressed Athens’ power in the Greek world, as it would be used as a 

venue for foreign representatives who would be impressed by its 

imposing columns and lavish decoration, including gold stars in-laid into 

the ceiling. Finally, the buildings outside of Athens also demonstrated 

Athens’s power, most importantly the Temple of Poseidon at Sounion. 

The temple mirrored the peripteral style of the Parthenon, and its scale, 

along with its range of friezes, were statements of Athenian power. 

Most significant, however, was its location at the southern-most tip of 

Sounion which meant that anyone sailing into Athens would have seen 

this temple and been reminded of Athens’ power and control of the sea. 

The buildings, therefore, were clearly designed to demonstrate Athens’ 

position as the leading state in Greece and were political statements. 

Although we are limited in our understanding of what motivated these 

buildings from their remains today, many of the buildings seem to have 

gone beyond the normal scale and design of temples suggesting they 

had an additional political purpose. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What would you improve or add? 
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Indicative Content from the OCR mark scheme: 

No set answer is expected. It is possible to reach the highest marks with conclusion(s) either agreeing, 

disagreeing, or anywhere between providing the response has addressed the issue of extent. Responses 

should be marked in-line with the level descriptors.  

 

Answers should focus on the idea of the building programme as a religious and political statement, and 

whether there are other motives which might be relevant. Answers might also consider what is meant by a 

political motive – to appeal to citizens within Athens, to glorify Pericles or to make Athens look like a 

‘capital’ of Hellas – and whether this is incompatible with a more religious view of the programme. 

Candidates could also evaluate the stories depicted on the Parthenon (and the other buildings on the 

Acropolis) and consider what these stories tell us about the political motives in the developments at this 

time. Relations between the Athenians and their allied states might also be considered in this context.  

Answers are likely to include some information on:  

• developments in Athens during this period, to include the developments on the Acropolis and more 

widely within Athens as well as the developments such as those at Sounion.  

• specific factual knowledge and evidence about the building programme in Athens and the use of 

sculptural motifs on the buildings, such as details of the sculpture on the Parthenon, Athena Nike 

and Erechtheion could be used  

• what is known of Pericles’ motives in developing Athens (especially in Thucydides’ Funeral Oration 

and Plutarch’s Life of Pericles)  

• Athens’ role in the Delian League and the use of treasury funds  

 

Supporting source details may include:  

• sculpture on the Parthenon, Athena Nike and Erechtheion  

• Relevant sections from Plutarch, Pericles  

• Thucydides’ Funeral Oration  

• Pausanias 1.24.5, 7; 1.28.2  

 

Analysis of the sources might focus on:  

• Thucydides’ reliability in his treatment of Pericles, and could note his silence on the building 

programme.  

• how much we really know about what the sculpture was intended to say, and how this might relate 

to what Pericles is reported to have said about Athens.  

• Our ability to interpret and understand archaeological remains and the motives of those who 

built/designed these buildings.  
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To what extent was the Athenian people able to control its leaders? [36] 

The Athenian people could control their leaders The Athenian people could not control their leaders 

• The democratic system contained a number of checks that gave control to the 
people and prevented individual leaders from becoming too powerful. For 
example: 

o There were strict time-limits on senior political offices to prevent 
individuals holding power for too long. Service as one of the Council of 
500 was limited to one year, the prytaneis to 36 days, and as epistates, 
one day  

o Senior political offices were filled by random selection (sortition) rather 
than election. This prevented wealthy and powerful individuals from 
dominating the system as there was no guarantee they would be in 
power 

o There was strict accountability. Those serving as magistrates or 
members of the Council underwent public examinations of their 
background and character when entering office (known as the 
dokimasia) and leaving office (eutheunai)   

o The assembly was the ultimate decision-making body. Any new law 
proposed by a leader would need to be passed by the assembly. At 
times the assembly opposed leaders e.g. during the Mytilene debate 
 

• Ostracism was a major check against overly powerful leaders. It gave the 
people a tool to temporarily remove a figure for up to ten years, after which 
their power-base would have gone. It was used to reign in the power of figures 
such as Themistocles, Aristeides, Cimon and Thucydides. Ostracism also acted 
as a deterrent to politicians as it illustrated what would happen if they lost the 
support of the people 
 

• The law courts were a vital tool of control over political leaders. Juries were 
chosen at random and after the introduction of payment (c.450 BC) most if not 
all Athenian citizens had the opportunity to participate. Juries were large are 
difficult to bribe, whilst voting was anonymous, ensuring jurors could vote 
honestly why trying their political leaders. E.g. the Athenian generals were tried 
and sentenced by an Athenian court following the victory at the Battle of 

• Key individuals were able to influence and manipulate the people, subverting 
the checks in the democratic system. For example: 

o Pericles – referred to as the ‘First Citizen’ and the leader who ‘led the 
people’ rather than being led by them. Clear examples of Pericles 
controlling the people e.g. he convinced the to follow his strategy at 
the start of the Archidamian War (Thucydides), and to support the 
huge expenditure involved in the building programme (Plutarch) 

o Cleon – Thucydides explains that Cleon in 427 “exercised by far the 
greatest influence over the people”. Aristotle echoes this whilst 
Aristophanes portrays Cleon as using threats and rhetoric to control 
the people in both Wasps and Knights. Examples of this influence were 
seen in persuading the assembly to let him lead the final campaign at 
Pylos and Sphacteria, and for having persuaded them to reject the 
Spartan offer of negotiations in 425 BC. 

o Alcibiades – Plutarch and Thucydides describe Alcibiades charismatic 
character and the influence he had over the people. In 416 he 
persuaded the assembly to launch the Sicilian campaign. In 407 
(according to Plutarch) Alcibiades returned to Athens, after having 
previously defected. He restored the procession to Eleusis and the 
people demanded that he become a dictator (“The sway which he held 
over the humbler and poorer classes was so potent that they were 
filled with an extraordinary passion for him to rule them as a dictator”) 
 

• Ostracism was open to manipulation by leaders and could be used to remove 
rivals. Pericles (Plutarch) did this in 442 with the ostracism of Thucydides. After 
having secured the support of the people for his building programme, he used 
this wave of popularity to then target his rival and call for his ostracism. Nicias 
and Alcibiades also attempted to do this. Between 417-415 they became the 
target of ostracism and they diverted attention towards the politician 
Hyperbolus (Plutarch) 
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Arginusae in 406 BC. Pericles was also fined and deposed of office in 430 due to 
the unpopularity of his strategy  
 

• Comedy and satire provided alternative controls on leaders. Plays such as 
‘Knights’ scrutinised the behaviour of politicians, exposed suspected 
corruption, and brought down to earth those leaders who were becoming too 
powerful. Cleon was the most obvious target but Aristophanes’ plays satirised 
the behaviour of a range of leading politicians, including Demosthenes, Nicias 
etc.  

• Rhetoric gave leaders huge influence over the people in the assembly and the 
law courts. It was used to manipulate the people and gain their support. 
Aristophanes’ Knights explained how “elegantly prepared rhetoric” was used to 
win over the people. In Wasps the rhetoric of Cleon has won over Philocleon 
and influenced his judgements. Gorgias’ Encomium of Helen admitted the 
power of rhetoric to influence (“speech is a powerful lord”), whilst in Plato’s 
Gorgias, Gorgias boasts to Socrates of the ability of rhetoric to make the 
uneducated experts and to control the people. It could be argued that rhetoric 
undermined democracy and the control of the people by giving leaders a tool 
to manipulate them 
 

• The position of strategoi acted as a loophole in the democratic system and 
deprived the people of control. It was an elected position meaning that it 
favoured those with experience but also those were well-known and had 
support base. The position could also be held more than once and successively. 
Pericles, for example, was a general 15 years in a row. This allowed his power 
to build up and meant it was not subject to the same checks as in other parts of 
the democratic system 

 

• Even with all of the checks and limitations built into the democratic system, 
only a small section of the ‘Athenian People’ could control their leaders. 
Citizens enjoyed these rights but women, metics and slaves had no rights to 
vote in the assembly, become jurymen, put their name forward for office etc.   
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‘The teachings o  the Sophists led to a moral and political decline in Athens.’ To  hat extent do you agree  ith this  ie ? [36]  

Indicative Content   

The Sophists did contribute to moral and political decline in Athens  
  
Moral  

•  t could be argued that the Sophists and their new ideas which replaced religious explanations for ‘scientific’ ones, weakened traditional religious beliefs, 
causing a moral decline in the city. Plutarch, for example explains how the Sophist Anaxagoras described a mutated rams head as being the result of a cavity in 
its skull rather than, as a soothsayer had said, being an omen that Pericles’ popular faction would soon defeat Thucydides’ aristocratic faction. This was an 
example of Anaxagoras’ wider ideas, including that the sun was a red hot rock and that the moon reflected sunlight – both of which challenged traditional 
religious explanations.   
• Aristophanes’ Clouds also suggest that unconventional thinking existed in Athens and that it challenged traditional belief. Strepsiades, for example, returns 
from the ‘Thinkery’ and then mocks his son for believing in Zeus.  nstead, it is claimed that at the ‘Thinkery’ the Sophists, led by Socrates, were inventing new 
gods (Vortex), and using ‘scientific’ argument to explain natural events. This was obviously designed to be funny by Aristophanes but the joke only works if the 
audience recognised an element of truth in the depiction   
• The sources show that new ideas which challenged religion, were present in Athens, but also that they were causing moral decline. The message of Clouds 
was that such thinking led to dangerous consequences (sons beating their fathers), whereas Socrates’ trial, at which he was charged with denying the gods and 
inventing new ones, illustrates how worried many in the city were about protecting traditional belief. Hippolytus could also be seen as a defence of traditional 
worship and respect for the gods in the face of this new thinking  

  
Political   

• The argument here is that the rise of rhetoric, one of the key innovations and lessons of the Sophists, caused a political decline in Athens. This is because 
rhetoric allowed any Athenian to speak in the law courts or the Assembly, regardless of whether they were qualified. The Old Oligarch makes this point when he 
complains that the democratic system favoured the ‘bad’ people (i.e. poor) and served their interests, rather than the wiser ‘good’ people’ Lots of other sources 
support this e.g. Plato’s analogies of the ‘Ship’ and the ‘animal trainer’ both imply that the people of Athens is an ignorant body which should not hold political 
power. It would have been, in part, rhetoric that gave these people access to the political system  
• Another argument is that rhetoric allowed individuals to exploit the political system by manipulating others through the ‘trick’ of rhetoric. Gorgias, himself 
the ‘;father of rhetoric’ acknowledged that it had this negative potential when describing it as a ‘spell’ or ‘witchcraft’. Hippolytus supports this through the 
portrayal of the  urses’ use of rhetoric. Aristophanes gives lots of examples of the manipulative qualities of rhetoric and how this caused a decline in standards. 
In Wasps, the ‘Hound’ (Cleon) manipulates the jury to support him over Labes; hinting that he would stop looking after their interests if they didn’t support him. 
In Clouds ‘Wrong’ symbolises the worst consequences of rhetoric on the political system as he promises to use rhetoric to talk someone out of any argument or 
law. This is a clear decline from the figure of ‘Right’ who symbolises a less corrupt and more just political system (note he is wearing clothes from the Persian 
Wars era). Lastly, in Knights, the chorus outline the impact of rhetoric as a form of ‘sweetener’ which manipulates the people and allows unsuitable individuals 
(Cleon) to hold power. Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle and Thucydides all echo the idea that rhetoric makes the weaker argument the stronger and is used to exploit 
the people   
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The Sophists did not contribute to moral and political decline in Athens  
  
Moral  

• It is debatable the extent to which religion in the 5th Century was being challenged and the impact any new ideas from the Sophists actually had. No Sophist 
openly rejected the idea of the gods and their ideas were probably only popular with a small aristocratic elite. There is lots of evidence to show that traditional 
religion remained strong i.e. the building programme, which was the product of Pericles, who was supposedly heavily influenced by the Sophists and in 
particular, Anaxagoras.  
• The new ideas of the sophists may not have been that new. The presocratic philosophers, like Democritus, developed ‘scientific’ explanations for natural 
phenomena and the Sophists built on this tradition, rather than introducing something new and dangerous. Plato in a conversation with Protagoras (Father of 
the Sophists) admits this - “  think the Sophists’ art is really an old one.”  t is also worth remembering that Clouds – probably the most direct attack against the 
new thinking of the Sophists – came last in 423, which could suggest his worries were not widely shared  

  
Political  

• An important challenge here is that the majority of sources which criticise the impact of rhetoric and accuse it of causing political decline, are from upper-
class writers who are naturally hostile to it. Rhetoric allowed poorer Athenians to access the political system which would have been unpleasant or unacceptable 
to upper-class writers such as Aristophanes, Plato and Xenophon. The last two also have their own reasons for attacking rhetoric, which were that they wanted 
to distinguish Socrates from the Sophists (so made them appear as bad as possible), and that they blamed the Sophists for turning popular opinion against 
Socrates, so attacked the impact of Sophists and rhetoric   
• It could instead be argued that rhetoric was a vital part of Athenian democracy and that rather than causing a decline in the political system, it enhanced it. 
All aspects of democracy required individual citizens to make arguments and present their views to others, whether this was taking part in debates in the 
Assembly, hearing a case in the courts, conducting business in the boule, or working as an archon. Rhetoric gave all Athenian citizens the opportunity to do this 
as they could employ a sophist to teach them skills, or pick these up in a public lecture. The sources hint at this e.g. Xenophon talks about the composition of the 
Assembly being made up of all social groups including ‘cobblers’.  n ‘Knights, the Phaphlagon complains that any citizen no fancies themselves an orator and that 
event the humblest Athenian now carefully rehearses their speech in a “piffling little case”. The point is that without some basic skills in rhetoric, this citizen 
would not be able to access the legal or political system. Rhetoric, therefore, acted as a form of public education and allowed more citizens to take part in 
democracy.   
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‘The  unction o  Athenian dramatic  esti als  as to pro ide moral and political guidance rather than to entertain? [36]   
 

Indicative Content   

Moral Guidance   
• Dramatic festivals and the plays performed in them were meant o pose difficult questions to the audience and get them to think “what would   do?”. This was 
meant to make individuals consider important moral topics and become more moral citizens.   
• This is clearly seen in the religious messages contained within the plays. Greek religion did not include a moral code (like the Ten Commandments, for 
example) but Athenians understood what was moral or not by learning stories about their gods and myths. In Hippolytus, for example, Euripides emphasises the 
need to be respectful to the gods through the punishment of Hippolytus for his slight of Aphrodite. The play also gets the audience to think about issues of 
predetermination and the extend to which they can control their own lives when they are controlled by the Gods. This makes Phaedra’s suffering more tragic as 
she is bound to fail and is also summarised in the Messenger’s speech when delivering news of Hippolytus’ fatal injury.   
• Tragedy as a whole asked audiences difficult moral questions, and suffering was a theme often used to get those watching to question how someone was 
behaving and whether this was correct. Comedy may have been less serious but also reinforced traditional moral messages. Clouds is based on a warning against 
new ideas or challenges to conventional religious thinking. The play ends with Pheidippides arguing that he is allowed to beat his father Strepsiades. A son’s 
respect for his father was an essential idea in Athens so this ending would have been seen as the reversal of the accepted moral order.   

  
Political Guidance   

• Tragedy was not meant to be set in the contemporary world or deal with current political events. That said, tragedies inevitably conveyed political messages 
that the playwright wanted to impress on the audience. The best example of this is Euripides’ Trojan Women, which shows the brutal treatment of the inhabitants 
of Troy after its defeat. The play was performed in 415 and was almost certainly a comment on Athens recent treatment of Melos, which was attacked in 415 and 
its population killed or enslaved. Euripides wanted to ask the audience to consider their actions and whether these were correct. Another possible example is 
Sophocles’ Ajax (440s) which warned the audience about the importance of accepting the outcome of a vote/decision (something the hero Ajax cannot do in the 
play)  
• Comedy was overtly political as, in the case of Aristophanes, satire was a key type of humour. Some his plays criticised the structure of Athenian democracy 
(Wasps), whilst others attached individuals and questioned their behaviour (Knights, Peace, Acharnians)   
• The structure of dramatic festivals also reinforced political messages. The City Dionysia, for example included on day 2, a parade of the tribute Athens had 
received that year – clearly meant to reinforce the city’s wealth and power. The judging of the contest also reinforced democratic ideals in Athens. The judges 
were chosen at random and their decision kept anonymous to prevent bribery. The festival as a whole was then reviewed to consider if it was effective. These 
steps, therefore, reinforced the scrutiny and accountability that were seen in Athenian democracy.   
• The Rural Dionysia which took performances form the main festival on tour to deme theatres around Attica, was meant to spread the important political and 
moral messages of the festival even further, showing that they were seen to be important enough to makes sure as many Athenians as possible received them. 
The Theoric fund, similarly, paid for Athenian citizens to attend the festival if they could not afford it.   

  
Entertainment  
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• The City Dionysia was undoubtedly an entertaining event which Athenians would have enjoyed it greatly. The festival included, on day one, dithyrambic 
competitions which included chanting and dancing, and would have been spectacular to watch. In the evening, the komos was held in which Athenians entered 
the state of a worship of Dionysus by drinking and singing. This had an important religious purpose but would have been a huge party which Athenians enjoyed.   
• The plays themselves would have been entertaining and playwrights aimed to make them enjoyable in the hope of winning (remember that Euripides re-
wrote Hippolytus). Each tragic playwright presented a satyr play to lighten the mood. These were farcical plays based on slapstick and visual humour. Comedy 
would have also been entertaining. Aristophanes used a range of types of comedy including physical, sexual, verbal fantastical etc. The costumes, masks and 
dancing of the chorus would have added further to the spectacle.   
• Dramatic festivals provided a day off in the life of an Athenian citizen so would have been prized for more than their political or moral messages. The sacrifice 
of animals would have also provided a free public meal. Pericles in his Funeral Oration, says that Athenians enjoyed their festivals and their arts as 
entertainment.   

  
Conclusions  
This is an answer which needs to be more sophisticated than a yes or no. Dramatic festivals certainly did include political and moral messages but this did not prevent them 
from being entertaining at the same time. Even the darkest tragedies would have been entertaining in that they engaged their audience and evoked their emotions. It could 
also be argued that the festivals had to be entertaining if they were to communicate more serious messages. The audience needed to sit through a full day of performance 
and would not have done this if they were simply being lectured at.   
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SOURCES BY THEME  

Topic Sources and content 

Development of 
Democracy 

• Old Oligarch – benefits Athenian Citizens, lower classes have more influence,  

• Aristotle – Factions, Ephialtes makes the Areopagus less powerful, Pericles makes Zeugitae eligible for archon, change to citizenship 
law, and 2 obols juror pay.  

• Plutarch – Career of Pericles (including positions e.g. Strategos), change in citizenship law, exception to law for son (Aspasia was a 
Metic). 

The Democratic 
System 

• Aristotle – role of archons/magistrates, Reform of Areopagus makes others important. 

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – Assembly and popularity,  

Ostracism 
• Plutarch – how ostracism works by looking at Aristeides’, Thucydides and Pericles’ dispute and ostracism ,  icias and Alcibiades 

team up to ostracism Hyperbolus, disuse. 

 
The Law Courts 

• Aristotle – increase in pay to 2 obols by Pericles. 

• Old Oligarch – scale and access to system, criticises trials of allies.  

• Aristophanes, Wasps – control of powerful individuals of the courts. 

• Plato, Apology – proceedings in court, can be misused e.g. personal disputes.  

Impact of 
Politicians 

• Thucydides – P’s funeral oration, Mytilene(demagogues – Cleon), power of Pericles 

• Plutarch – power of Pericles/not quite democracy, Cleon poor successor, Nicias and Alcibiades as leaders and methods of gaining 
support (See also Hippolytus).  

• Aristotle – development of factions and key leaders. 

• Aristophanes, Knights – Demagogues as poor leaders – Cleon.  

Empire and Allies 
• Old Oligarch – democracy means short term approach (tribute), using Athenian legal system, fails to mention that it helps them 

control allies.  

• Thucydides – Mytilene debate, Melian Dialogue,  

Non-Citizens 

• Xenophon, Revenues – importance of Metics economically and should have more rights  

• Old Oligarch – Metics important (E&M), Slaves have too much freedom,  

• Plutarch – controversy over the Metic Aspasia and her influence over Pericles.  

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – Slavery of enemies is acceptable.  

• Euripides, Hippolytus – limited women’s rights, slaves can have social influence (nurse) 

• Thucydides – position of women in funeral orations, slaves in Mytilene debate.  

• Aristophanes, Thesmorphoriazusae – Parabasis shows role of women not appreciated.  
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Topic Sources and content 

Sophists and 
Rhetoric 

• Gorgias, Encomium of Helen – Display speech of rhetoric (sophist source!) 

• Plato, Hippias Major – Sophists profiting from teaching Hippias claims double any other! 

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – Socrates criticism of making money ‘prostitutes’ 

• Plato, Gorgias – Gorgias claims rhetoric more important than expertise, influence over politics and legal system.  

• Aristotle, Rhetoric – criticism of misuse of rhetoric. 

• Plutarch – Xanthippus’ (son) criticism of Pericles’ association with Sophists (Anaxagoras) 

• Plato, Protagoras – Protagoras defends teaching by stating similarities to teaching other arts e.g. music or poets.  

Drama and the 
Sophists 

• Aristophanes, the Clouds – teaching of rhetoric to influence law courts (Strepsiades motives), anti-religious views (weather), 
rhetoric and ‘unjust causes’ (Agon), opinion of the Sophists in Athens – satire reflects reality to generate humour.  

• Plato, Apology – Plato argues impact of the Clouds on Socrates’ image verdict.   

• Euripides, Hippolytus – use of rhetoric (Nurse and Agon).  

Socrates 
• Plato Apology – background and experience. 

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – Socrates’ academic interests. 

• Plato, Republic – Socrates’ views on democracy – the analogies of the ship and animal trainer.   

Trial of Socrates 
• Plato, Apology – charges on religion and youth, Socrates’ defence speech, Socrates’ sentencing plea, Socrates’ departing remarks 

and prophecy, verdict and execution.  

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – unfair chargers Socrates similar to other religious figures. 
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Topic Sources and content 
 

Periclean Building 
Programme 

 

• Plutarch – opposition to the programme, Pericles’ justification, construction – workers and materials, Pheidias and trial, 
Parthenon entirely marble,  

• Thucydides – grandeur of programme comparing Sparta to Athens.  

• Contextual knowledge – don’t forget when referring to past events they have sources Herodotus and Salamis.  

Architecture and 
Sculpture on the 

Acropolis 

• Plutarch – building materials and workers,  

• Pausanias – Temple of Athena  ike ‘shrine of wingless victory, marble roof of Propylaea, Promachos - engravings and visible 
form Sounion, Pediments of the Parthenon, Statue of Athena Parthenos, Importance of Athena Polias.  

• Temple of Athena Nike – Frieze with Persians and Corinthians. 

•  The Propylaea – religious threshold and display of wealth. 

• Statue of Athena Promachos – Athena who fights in the front line – Athena but also military! 

• The Parthenon – Metopes and religion/barbarians, Frieze and Panathenaea (Pelops and processions, Pediments and Athena 
Parthenos – religion.  

• Erechtheion – dedicated to Athena Polias with statue, other gods too e.g. Poseidon and Hephaestus – Religion.  

The Agora 

• Plutarch – Odeon of Pericles built like Xerxes tent (also Vitruvius).  

• Pausanias – Kerameikos is the potter’s district – links to Hephaestus! (temple) 

• Odeon of Pericles – Proagon in the Dionysia and musical completions in the Panathenaea. 

• Political buildings – Bouleuterion, Tholos, Strategeion, and Law Courts. 

• Civic Life – Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios. 

• Religion – Hephaestion, Kerameikos and Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios 

• Economic – Kerameikos is the potters distract, Agora the marketplace.  

Attica 

• Temple at Cape Sounio – Religion but also links to naval power and Salamis. 

• Plutarch – 3 architects that worked on Eleusis.  

• Pausanias – Statue by Pheidias (or pupil) at Rhamnous.  

• Eleusis and Thorikos – religion – both linked to Demeter. 

• Brauson – religious with the cult of Artemis (but also women and social/civic?) 

• Rhamnous – religious temple dedicated to nemesis.   
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Topic Sources and content 

Dramatic Festivals 
• Odeon of Pericles – proagon held day before the festival.  

• Competitions in drama and tragedy – the plays! Aristophanes, Euripides 

Drama and Society 
• Euripides, Hippolytus – example of tragedy, role of women, role of slaves (nurse), politics and demagogues ( urse’s speech and 

Agon), religion and attitudes to gods (prologue and exodus), Sophists and impact of rhetoric ( urses’ speech).   

Comedy and 
Contemporary 

Events 

• Old Oligarch – satire of officials accepted in Athens. 

• Plutarch – examples of those satirised – Cratinus, Damon, Pericles, Aspasia, Pheidias, Cleon. 

• Aristophanes, Acharnians, Peace – Impact and satire of Peloponnesian War. 

• Aristophanes, Knights – Impact of Demagogues including Cleon.  

• Aristophanes, Wasps – control of powerful individuals of the courts. 

• Aristophanes, Clouds – Impact of the Sophists/Socrates.  

• Aristophanes, Thesmorphoriazusae – Dramatists (Euripides) attitude to women mocked,  Role/status of women in parabasis 

Topic Sources and content 

 
 

Athenian 
Attitudes to 

Religion 

• Isocrates – worship of Olympian and Chthonic deities  

• Plutarch – Anaxagoras’ influence over Pericles and natural world, proxy attacks on Pericles through Anaxagoras (decree), 
Alcibiades’ the Hermae and Eleusinian Mysteries.  

• Plato, Apology – Anaxagoras’ and astrology, views on sun and moon, Socrates’ claims importance of relgion. 

•  Herodotus – Religion and divine central to narrative e.g. Epizelus, Oracle, ghost ship and Adeimantus,   

• Thucydides – more rational, very little use of religion e.g. only briefly mentioned in Pericles’ funeral oration.  

• Xenophon, Memorabilia – Socrates charged with introducing new deities, and Socrates defence.  

• Euripides, Hippolytus – nature and imperfections of the gods e.g. Artemis and Aphrodite. 

• Aristophanes, The Clouds – deals with scepticism of the gods e.g. the weather.  

Religious Festivals 
and the 

Panathenaia 

• Old Oligarch – large amount of festivals, state aid in worshipping and sacrifice at festivals. 

• Plutarch – Pericles re-introduces musical competitions to the Panathenaia 

• Parthenon Frieze – procession and presentation of Poplos to statue of Athene Polias. 

Importance of 
Athene and 

Poseidon 

• Parthenon Pediments – significance of Athene and Poseidon to Athens - competition 

• Sounion – importance of Poseidon 

• Athena Promachos, Polias and Parthenon, Temple of Athena Nike – Importance of Athene. 


