A-Level Ancient History
Roman Revision
The Attitude of the Julio-Claudian Emperors to Religion and the Imperial Cult
TASK: Below is a set of sources covering the topic in the title. For each annotate it to show who wrote the source or what the source is; which emperor it refers to; what it is saying; the significance of the source; any contextual details about the source (what was happening around it at that time); any relevant details about the provenance of the source; other sources which support or challenge it

But when people started calling him a demi-god and even a god, he went completely out of his mind. Even before this he had been demanding that he be considered something more than a mere human being, and he kept declaring that he was having sex with Luna, the moon-goddess, and being crowned by Victory.

Next he extended his Palatine residence as far as the Forum, converted the shrine of Castor and Pollux into a vestibule, and would often stand between these divine brothers to be worshipped by all visitants, some of whom addressed him as ‘Jupiter Latiaris’. He established a shrine to his own godhead, with priests, the costliest possible victims, and a life-sized golden image
But I decline the appointment of a High Priest to me and the building of temples for myself, for I do not wish to be offensive to my contemporaries, and it is my opinion that temples and such forms of honour have been granted by all ages to the gods alone.
The masses, however, were not even in the slightest disturbed by these events, but rather took pleasure together with him in his licentiousness
Then, on their information, large numbers of others were condemned – not so much for incendiarism as for their anti-social tendencies. Their deaths were made farcical. Dressed in wild animals’ skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs, or crucified, or made into torches to be ignited after dark as substitutes for daylight.
I commend you for this and accept that it is fitting for all men in general and for your city in particular to reserve special honour befitting the gods in keeping with the greatness of the services of my father to the whole world; but I myself am satisfied with more moderate honours suitable for men. My mother, however, will reply to you when she hears your decision about honours for her.   
Divinity of Caesar Augustus, Father of the Fatherland, when I give and dedicate to you today  this altar, I shall give and dedicate it by these regulations and in these regions, which here today I shall declare openly, as the lowest soil is of this altar and inscriptions:






















‘How useful is the evidence for our understanding of attitudes towards the Imperial Cult in this period? [30]
	What do the sources tell us or suggest about attitudes towards the Imperial Cult?
	Any limitations with this evidence? 

	
	

	Overall Conclusion

	


	Level
Mark
	AO1 (5 marks)
	AO2 (10 marks)
	A03 (15 marks)

	5
25-30
	
Very good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics. There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. 

	
Excellent explanation that convincingly and very thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach substantiated, sustained, and well-developed judgements. 

	
Very good range of fully appropriate examples from the ancient sources. The sources are thoroughly analysed and evaluated, to reach logically reasoned, well-developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw fully substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. 


	4
19-24
	
Good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a well-developed understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics. There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. 

	
Good explanation that convincingly and thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach substantiated and developed judgements. 

	
Good range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources. The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically reasoned, developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. 



	3
13-18
	
Reasonable range of accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and a reasonable understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics. There is a consistent focus on the question through most of the answer. 

	
Good explanation that convincingly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach supported judgements, though these are not consistently developed. 

	
A range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources. The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically reasoned judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw supported, plausible conclusions about the historical issue in the question. 


	2
7-12
	
Limited range of accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though this may lack detail. The question is generally addressed, but the response loses focus in places. 

	
An explanation that analyses and appraises historical events and periods, and this is linked appropriately to judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made fully explicit. 

	
Some appropriate examples from the ancient sources. The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw some supported conclusions about the historical issue in the question. 


	1
1-6
	
Some limited knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though lacking detail and in places inaccurate. The question is only partially addressed. 

	
Some explanation which analyses and appraises historical events and periods in places, and this is linked appropriately to some of the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements is not made explicit.
	
Limited selection of appropriate examples from the ancient sources. The sources are analysed and evaluated in a basic way, and this is linked to basic, generalised judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced. There are some basic conclusions about the historical issue in the question, though these may only be implicitly linked with the analysis and evaluation of the sources. 
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Divinity of Caesar Augustus, Father of the 


Fatherland, when I give and dedicate to you today  


this altar, I shall give and dedicate it by these 


regulations and in these regions, which here today 


I shall declare openly, as the lowest soil is of this 


altar a


nd inscriptions:


 


I commend you for this and accept that it is fitting for all men in 


general and for your city in particular to reserve special honour 


befitting the gods in keeping with the greatness of the services of 


my father to the whole world; but I myself am satisfie


d with more 


moderate honours suitable for men. My mother, however, will 


reply to you when she hears your decision about honours for her.   


 


But when people started calling him a demi


-


god and even a god, 


he went completely out of his mind. Even before this he had 


been demanding that he be considered something more than a 


mere human being, and he kept declaring that he was having 


s


ex with Luna, the moon


-


goddess, and being crowned by 


Victory.


 


Next he extended his Palatine residence as far as the Forum, 


converted the shrine of Castor and Pollux into a vestibule, and 


would often stand between these divine brothers to be worshipped 


by all visitants, some of whom addressed him as ‘Jupiter Latiaris’. 


He established a shrine to his own godhead, with priests, the 


costliest possible victims, and a life


-


sized golden image


 


The masses, however, were not even in the 


slightest distu


rbed by these events, but rather took 


pleasure together with him in his licentiousness


 


But I decline the appointment of a High Priest to me 


and the 


building of temples for myself, for I do not 


wish to be offensive to my contemporaries, and it is 


my opinion that temples and such forms of honour 


have been granted by all ages to the gods alone.


 


Then, on their information, large numbers of others were 


condemned 


–


 


not so much for incendiarism as for their anti


-


social tendencies. Their deaths were made farcical


. Dressed 


in wild animals’ skins, they were torn to pieces by dogs, or 


crucified, or made into torches to be ignited after dark as 


substitutes for daylight.
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