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Key Terms
Global commons – Resource domains or areas that lie outside the political reach of any one nation state.
The tragedy of the commons – the decline of common resources, such as ocean fish stocks, when the rate of use exceeds the rate of natural replacement and regeneration.

TASK:  Watch - Our Future | Narrated by Morgan Freeman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pn4erD-oIVg

















The Global Commons

The ‘global commons’ refers to resource domains or areas that lie outside of the political reach of any one nation state.  It is a term used to describe supra-national ‘spaces’ in which common shared resources can be found.
International law recognises four global commons:

TASK:  Can you name them?
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Principle of common heritage

· International law is guided here by the ‘principle of the common heritage of mankind’.  
· This principle establishes that some localities belong to all humanity and that the resources that are available for everyone’s use and benefit. 
· It includes taking into account future generations and the needs of developing countries.
· Acknowledgement that the rights of all people to sustainable development must also acknowledge the need to protect the global commons.

Historically access to these resources (expect fishing and whaling on the high seas) has been difficult.

TASK:  What changes have happened more recently that means the concept of common heritage is being put under increasing pressure?















Each of the global commons is covered by a number of international laws or treaties of one kind or another.[image: ]
Example:  UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)  
In 1994, 157 countries signed UNCLOS – an agreement defining rights and responsibilities of nations in using the world’s oceans.  
It provided guidelines for managing marine resources, creating Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ’s) by extending territorial water zones to 200 nautical miles from the coast.  
Within these, coastal nations have sole exploitation rights over resources, including fishing and minerals.






Examples:  Managing threats to the atmosphere – the Montreal Protocol and Climate Change Agreements
[image: ]
TASK:  Watch the clip on the Paris Climate Change Summit and make notes on outcomes.
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-35084374
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The USA withdrew from the Climate Agreement in November 2020 but this decision was reversed by the Biden Administration.
· Perceived lack of action by many governments to impose measures that would address the climate emergency gave rise to citizen-led protests e.g.
· Environmental pressure (civil society) groups ‘Extinction Rebellion’ and NGOs such as Greenpeace.
· From 2019 ‘School Strike for Climate’ protests inspired by Greta Thunberg.  The UK Student Climate Network (UKSCN) was formed to organise these strikes.
· IN 2019 UK government made a declaration of an ‘Environment and Climate Emergency’ due to pressure from citizens, civil society groups, NGOs, local and regional governments.  Largely symbolic with no legislation it acknowledged:
· The term climate ‘emergency’ – this has been used by activists to signal a more urgent response is required.
· Politicians, at all levels, should increasingly engage with climate and environment issues, which should be a central and integral part of government.
· These examples demonstrate that the interactions between governance and decision-making that take place between different ‘players’ at each scale.

TASK: Read the article ‘COP28: What did it accomplish and what’s next?’ COP28: What did it accomplish and what’s next? | World Economic Forum (weforum.org) and make brief notes under the following headings:
1. Taking stock of actions







[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Tripling renewables, doubling efficiency








3. Reshaping demand to slash emissions in agriculture








4. Enabling a holistic nature and climate action agenda








5. Addressing adaptation and supporting the most vulnerable
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TASK:  Research and evaluate the success of different strategies adopted to tackle climate change and reference recent international climate summits. Note:  this has synoptic links to the carbon and water topic. 
Use information on Paris, Dubai UAE COP28, the Powerpoint slides (on GOL) and extract on Montreal (above) to complete the table.
	
	· When was it set up and by who – name those involved?
· Summarise the agreement and what it is aiming to achieve.
· Why is this agreement so important?
	· To what extent do you think the strategy has been successful?
· Justify your opinion - give evidence of how and why the strategy is successful or not.

	Montreal Protocol









	




















	

	Climate Change Agreements e.g. Paris, COP27 Sharm el-Sheikh







	


























	



TASK:  Answer the following questions.
What are the benefits to the international community of having global commons?






What are the risks to the global commons of having interactions with the international community?







Why is it so important to have laws and treaties aimed at preserving the global commons?





Future Global Commons?

Some commentators would argue that cyberspace has also emerged as a new domain which meets the definition of a ‘global common’ by being a resource that is shared by all but is not controlled by any single nation.  This includes the development of the worldwide web, one of the main drivers of globalisation.

EXTENSION TASK:  For either cybersecurity or migration investigate and comment on contemporary concerns in global governance.






EXTENSION TASK:  Watch the estream clip ‘Reporting from the Climate Frontlines’
https://estream.godalming.ac.uk/View.aspx?id=18306~5f~xexJbHDiGJ
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Global Systems and Global Governance
+  The concept of the global commons.
+  Acknowledgement peoples’rights to sustainable development
and the need to protect the global commons.

Learning Objectives:

* To understand the term ‘global commons’ and can name
the four global commons.

* To understand the notion of ‘The tragedy of the
commons.’

*To be able to give examples and describe the importance
of laws and treaties aimed at preserving the global
commons.
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