Essay Writing Frame instructions
This essay writing frame will help you to learn how to plan and produce an essay suitable for most A level subjects, but you may need to tweak the sections to suit what is being asked of you.

All essays should:

· Have an introduction that clearly sets the intentions of the essay (what is the essay about, what examples will you use in the essay, what do you need to define to help the reader understand what you’re talking about (and prove to examiners you know what you mean!)?)

· Have at least three main points, with examples and evaluations of how strong/weak those points/examples are.
· Consider counter-arguments, either with each separate point made (better), or as a whole separate point before the conclusion (acceptable).
· Have a clearly marked conclusion which sums up the points you’ve made above and analyses which is the strongest argument. If they are all strong arguments – why? If one is stronger than all the others - why? If you are able to agree that one side is stronger than the other – why/how?
Essay writing frame
	Plan:
	Arguments / evidence

	(1)


	

	(2)


	

	(3)


	

	
	

	Intro:
	This essay will argue…



	Definitions and justification:
	[X] can be defined as… (repeat for as many definitions as you need)
[Optional: This definition is a good/strong/useful because…]


	
	

	Argument 1
	One argument…



	Evidence:
	e.g. This can be seen be seen from the research/source/example…


	Type of evidence:
	This is strong evidence for this argument because… (valid, reliable, credible source…)


	Counter-

argument
	       A counterargument to this might be…
OR This evidence could be seen as flawed because (not reliable, valid, credible source, etc…)
IF NEEDED: However… (bring the argument back to your main point!)



	Argument 2
	

	Evidence:
	e.g. This can be seen be seen from the research/source/example…


	Type of evidence:
	This is strong evidence for this argument because… (valid, reliable, credible source…)


	Counter-

argument
	A counterargument to this might be…
OR This evidence could be seen as flawed because (not reliable, valid, credible source, etc…)
IF NEEDED: However… (bring the argument back to your main point!)


	Argument 3
	

	Evidence:
	e.g. This can be seen be seen from the research/source/example…


	Type of evidence:
	This is strong evidence for this argument because… (valid, reliable, credible source…)


	Counter-

argument
	A counterargument to this might be…
OR This evidence could be seen as flawed because (not reliable, valid, credible source, etc…)
IF NEEDED: However… (bring the argument back to your main point!)


	Conclusion
	(return to the question; sum up the (3) points made, pick the strongest one(s))


	
	In conclusion… 


	Proof:
	What evidence has been used to back this up as the strongest argument? (briefly refer back - i.e. why is this the strongest argument – why is that evidence stronger? If no answer is stronger, why not?)


	
	This is evident from…


	
	OPTIONAL: The evidence strongly supports this conclusion because… (the most reliable, valid, credible, etc).



Now check the marking scheme, if available, to see how close you were with your points made. Make some notes below about what you could do to improve your essay writing next time, or your knowledge of this subject:
Marking notes:
