Worksheet for Article on Biological Membranes
1
Why did researchers deduce that a cell membrane must contain lipids? (parag.2)

__________________________________________________________________

2
Why was the idea of the membrane being composed entirely of a phospholipid 
bilayer not adequate? (parag.2)






_______________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

3
What are (parag.3)


a) integral or intrinsic proteins? __________________________________


_____________________________________________________________


b) peripheral or extrinsic proteins? ________________________________


_____________________________________________________________
4
In what ways can membranes differ? (parag.5) ______________________________


__________________________________________________________________

5
What holds a membrane together? (parag.6) _______________________________


__________________________________________________________________

6
What gives membranes their strength, flexibility and mobility? (parag.6) ________

__________________________________________________________________

7
a) What creates a ‘kink’ in fatty acid tails of phospholipids? (text beneath figure 4)


______________________________b) How does this affect the phospholipid’s 


packing and mobility? _______________________________________________
8
Why can lipid molecules diffuse more easily in a lateral direction than across the 
membrane to the other part of the bilayer? (parag.10)








          ________________________


__________________________________________________________________

9
Where are the following synthesised? (parag.11)



a) membrane proteins ___________________________________________ 



b) membrane lipids _____________________________________________
