Percy family

The largest landowners in the
north of England who ruled
the area as virtual kings. Their
authority was more important
than that of the king's.

Earl of Surrey, 1443-1524

The son of the Duke of Norfolk
who had fought for Richard at
Bosworth and was therefore

a Yorkist. Although he was
imprisoned after the battle and
his lands confiscated, he was soon
released and some of his lands
restored. He was sent to the north
following the murder of Henry
Percy, Earl of Northumberland,

in 1489 and proved his loyalty to
the Tudors, successfully running
the Council of the North before
returning to London in 1499 and
becoming Lord Treasurer in 1503.

Morton and Bray

John Morton (c1420-1500) had
resisted Richard’s usurpation

and been a leading figure in
Buckingham's failed rebellion.
After that he fled to join Henry in
exile. When Henry became king
he became Lord Chancellor and in
1486 Archbishop of Canterbury.
He was a leading councillor until
his death, but was best known
for his harsh taxation policies,
particularly benevolences.

Sir Reginald Bray (c1440-1503)
was appointed to Henry’s Council
in 1492 as his chief financial
advisor, having been a member
of Henry’s mother’s household.
As Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster he was responsible for
the successful exploitation of
the revenues of the lands held
by the Duchy. As a result, he was
entrusted with introducing new
auditing methods.




