UNIT

The structure of
government: the role of
Wolsey

e How did Wolsey rise to power under Henry VIII?
e How did Wolsey maintain his position?
¢ Why did Wolsey fall from power in 15297

Timeline
— 1473
— 1498
~ 1502
-~ 1507
~ 1509
— 1510
— 1513

— 1514
— 1515
- 1518

— 1520

— 1521
— 1524
— 1525
— 1526-27
— 1527-29
~ 1529
— 1530

Wolsey born in Ipswich

Ordained as a priest

Chaplain to Archbishop Deane of Canterbury
Appointed chaplain to Henry VI

Appointed Dean of Lincoln and Royal Aimoner
Appointed a royal councillor

Organises Henry Vill's successful expedition to France
Appointed Bishop of Tournai

Appointed Bishop of Lincoln and Archbishop of York
Created a Cardinal by Pope Leo X and made Lord Chancellor by Henry VIl

Appointed Legate a Latere and Bishop of Bath and Wells
Diplomatic success of Treaty of London

Organises meeting between Henry VIl and Francis | at Field of the Cloth
of Gold

Treaty of Bruges with Charles V against France

Appointed Bishop of Durham (exchanged for Bath and Wells)

Failure of Amicable Grant and widespread unrest.as a result

Diplomatic revolution sees Wolsey ally with France against Charles

Failed attempts to resolve the Great Matter with cooperation of Rome
Bishop of Winchester (exchanged for Durham); resigns as Lord Chancellor

Dies at Leicester Abbey.

Wolsey's last words on his deathbed in 1530

If I had served God as diligently as I have done the King, he would not have
given me over in my grey hairs.

Questions

1 What do these words
suggest about
Wolsey’s career?

2 How do we know that
Wolsey uttered these
words?
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Unit 3: The structure of government

trust of the King and serving him personally. Regular access to the King in
person combined with the opportunity to shine were key aspects of
ministerial success and Wolsey had both at the beginning of Henry VIII's
reign.

In 1509 Henry VIII was young, politically inexperienced and more
interested in sporting pursuits such as hunting. Henry was largely
disinterested in mundane, administrative matters of state. His energetic
almoner was more than willing to take on such routine bureaucratic tasks
and in the process make himself indispensable to Henry VIII. Wolsey
worked exceptionally hard over the course of 1512-13 in organising the
expeditionary force to invade France. He ensured that the logistics of this
complex campaign ran smoothly, allowing an English army of over 12,000
to set sail for Gascony.

Henry VIII had found someone who could get things done quickly and
efficiently. Wolsey showed remarkable skill and energy in carrying out the
King's will. It was of course inevitable that in the process Wolsey would
cross other key political figures in his bid to get things done quickly and
efficiently. Throughout 1512 and 1513 Wolsey was ruthless in sidelining
anyone who tried to disrupt his plans or objectives. Henry did not care
because he had found someone both willing and capable.

Over the next years Wolsey was rewarded with multiple offices and titles:

in 1514 he became Bishop of Tournai and of Lincoln;
later that year he was made Archbishop of York;

in September 1515 he became a Cardinal;

later in 1515 Henry appointed him Lord Chancellor, the top political
position in the royal government.

The year 1515 was a key turning point for Wolsey because now he actually
held the senior office of state, making it very difficult for other nobles to
challenge his decisions. Moreover, in being made a Cardinal Wolsey also
bolstered his power over the Church, although William Warham remained
Archbishop of Canterbury and technically the most powerful churchman in
England. However, that changed in 1518 when Wolsey was appointed
Legate a latere by the Pope giving him the authority to reform the Church
and appoint to benefices. By 1518 Wolsey was the most powerful man in
England.

Was Wolsey’s rise down to luck or skill?

Wolsey’s luck

Wolsey had been the right man for Henry at the right time and in this
respect he was fortunate. Henry VIII grew tired of the inner council made
up of his father’s men and was on the lookout for someone who could
represent his interests and carry out the everyday paperwork of state.
Wolsey was that man. He was also willing and able to carry out duties that
he knew the King could not be bothered with.

Definitions

Legate a latere

A personal representative
of the Pope, deputed for
important diplomatic
missions on the papacy’s
behalf.

Appoint to benefices

Wolsey now had the
authority, through Rome,
to make clerical
appointments in England.
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