
AS and  
A Level 
English  
Literature 

EXEMPLAR RESPONSES 
AS paper 1 Section B – drama (pack 3) 



Student exemplar responses 
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About this exemplar pack 

This pack has been produced to support English Literature teachers delivering 

the new GCE English Literature specification (first AS assessment summer 
2016).  

The pack contains exemplar student responses to GCE AS English Literature 

paper 1 (Section B – Drama). It shows real student responses to the 

questions taken from the sample assessment materials or additional 
specimen papers. 
For schools delivering a co-taught AS and A level course, the ‘other’ drama 

text i.e. non-Shakespeare will be covered in the first year, as it is assessed at 

AS level, as well as A level. For schools teaching a linear 2 year A level only, 

the course content can be taught in any order. Please see the example course 

planners for more support on delivering the course content.  

The AS questions address 4 Assessment Objects: AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO5. 

Each response has been annotated by the examiner, and/or a mark and 
some summative comments have been provided. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
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SECTION B: Drama

Answer ONE question on your chosen text. Write your answer in the space provided.

TRAGEDY

Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe

3 ‘Repentance is never a serious possibility for Faustus: he is doomed from the start.’

 In the light of this comment, explore Marlowe’s dramatic presentation of repentance 
in Doctor Faustus. In your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 3 = 48 marks)

OR

4 ‘The forces of evil in the play can be funny as well as frightening.’

 In the light of this comment, explore Marlowe’s dramatic presentation of the forces of 
evil in Doctor Faustus. In your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 48 marks)
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Answer ONE question on your chosen text. Write your answer in the space provided.

The Home Place, Brian Friel

7 ‘Richard Gore is a complex creation – comic, sinister, and perhaps brave.’

 In the light of this comment, explore Friel’s dramatic presentation of Richard Gore. In 
your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 48 marks)

OR

8 ‘The domestic setting and music heard at the start of the play create a false sense of 
security.’

 In the light of this comment, explore the dramatic presentation of fear in The Home 
Place. In your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 48 marks)
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Answer ONE question on your chosen text. Write your answer in the space provided.

The Home Place, Brian Friel

7 ‘Richard Gore is a complex creation – comic, sinister, and perhaps brave.’

 In the light of this comment, explore Friel’s dramatic presentation of Richard Gore. In 
your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 48 marks)

OR

8 ‘The domestic setting and music heard at the start of the play create a false sense of 
security.’

 In the light of this comment, explore the dramatic presentation of fear in The Home 
Place. In your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 48 marks)
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Answer ONE question on your chosen text. Write your answer in the space provided.

A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams

9 ‘Elysian Fields is a world filled with violence, in which Blanche cannot survive.’

 In the light of this comment, explore Williams’ dramatic presentation of violence in  
A Streetcar Named Desire. In your answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 9 = 48 marks)

OR

10 ‘Mitch may be a weak character, but his treatment of Blanche is still disturbing and 
harmful.’ 

 In the light of this comment, explore Williams’ dramatic presentation of Mitch. In your 
answer you must consider relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 48 marks)
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