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Unit 12 – Task 1 – Part A – Effect of industrial revolution
The industrial revolution is the name given to changes occurring in the economy and society of Britain in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century, changes which, in different forms, have since spread to many other parts of the globe. Although one can find the origins of industrialisation in earlier centuries and although the changes were at a very incomplete stage by the mid nineteenth century, an unprecedented shift was underway which was to change the nature of human society for ever. We live today with its global consequences both the benefits to mankind (in higher living standards and life expectancy for many) but also with its darker side (the inequities and political tensions of capitalist world development, and the threat of ecological disaster). For these reasons the subject is a vital one to study and to understand.

"In the eighty years or so after 1780 the population of Britain nearly tripled, the towns of Liverpool and Manchester became gigantic cities, the average income of the population more than doubled, the share of farming fell from just under a half to just under a fifth of the nation's output, and the making of textiles and iron moved into steam-driven factories. So strange were these events that before they happened they were not anticipated, and while they were happening, they were not comprehended… The British economy from 1780 to 1860 was unpredictable because it was novel, not to say bizarre."
(D. N. McCloskey, 1981)

Breaking through the pre-industrial barriers to growth
The industrial revolution certainly saw some dramatic changes in the economy and society of Britain. There was a huge increase in the numbers of people employed in industrial manufacturing, making goods of all kinds, but especially textiles, iron goods, metal wares and pottery, for both overseas and domestic markets. More of the working population also came to live and work in towns and cities in occupations such as petty trading, retailing, transport and domestic service as well as manufacturing. A smaller and smaller proportion of the working population, less than a third by the end of our period, came to live in the countryside and get their living from the land. In the early eighteenth century more than two thirds of the labour force had been in agriculture. Towns and cities, including relatively new centres of population and trade grew at an unprecedented rate, spurred by the high rates of population growth that accompanied industrialisation. Population growth spurts had happened in earlier centuries but a unique change occurred at this time because such growth did not usher in mass starvation or major increases in disease or mortality. During and after the industrial revolution, for the first time in history, population growth and economic growth were able to occur together over the long term and without the former snuffing out the latter. 

The nature of the transformation
Population growth was sustained because the economy was expanding. Opportunities for paid work were increasing and the production and distribution of foodstuffs was slowly growing more responsive to the nation's needs. Very significant improvements in the organisation and technologies of production of manufactured goods and of foodstuffs and raw materials such as coal and iron ore resulted in important increases in productivity so that more could be produced by each worker. It was these changes in organisation and technology which underpinned the industrial revolution. The changes were dramatic but not evenly spread: some sectors such as cotton textiles witnessed revolutionary changes whilst others continued with more traditional methods. Some trades and regions went into decline whilst others flourished. This industrial society was different from what had gone before because it was based upon inorganic rather than organic sources of energy and raw materials, that is upon coal and iron rather than upon agricultural raw materials, water or muscle power. It was a society in which machinery and steam power were used as never before, where the bulk of the population lived and worked in towns and cities, and where the way of life of the mass of the population had been altered for ever.
Characteristics of Rational Recreation and cultural factors 

that affected them

· Purpose-built facilities – technological advancement
· Regional/ national/ international – improved transport
· Codification/ administration – business and administration skills

· Respectable – middle-class influence

· Regular – increased free time and improved transport

· Exclusive/ elitist – social class and gender discrimination

· Urban/ sub-urban – the revolutions

· Control of gambling – increased law and order

· Amateurism/ professionalism – class structure/ spectatorism

· Fair play – public school influence
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