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Unit 12 – Task 1 – Part A – Public Schools
School football variations
Eton College

The Wall Game – A ten-a-side static game with the half-sized soccer ball worked along the wall by the ‘bully’ or scrum. One goal is a door in an end wall, the other a tree. Annual, festival match on St Andrew’s Day but other matches also played.

Charterhouse

The Cloister Game – played in the old monastic cloisters at the London site until the school moved to Godalming in 1872. The cloisters had a smooth flagstone floor but sharp jagged flint walls making injuries frequent. The doorways at each end of the cloisters were used as goals and twenty fags (junior pupils) would guard them against violent scrimmages that lasted up to an hour. Bloody noses and broken teeth were accepted as part of the experience. 
Harrow

Harrow Football – mainly ‘dribbling’ rules but if caught and a call of ‘yards’ was made, a free kick was awarded. Goals called ‘bases’.
Shrewsbury

Douling – played up to around 1880. Similar to rugby. Line out called a ‘squash’.
Winchester College

Winchester Football – ten-foot high nets called ‘canvases’ run along the sides of the 80 x 25 yard field. Ropes set alongside the ‘canvases’. Ends of field marked with furrows called ‘worms’. Very complex rules.
Westminster

A game in which trees and rails formed twenty-yard wide goals. Between twelve to fifteen ‘duffers’ or small boys acted as goalkeepers.
Uppingham

As in most schools up to the 1860’s, internal games were concocted from within the school – for example, ‘tall v short’ or ‘those with an R in their names v those who have not’. There is a story of Headmaster Thring’s anger when he discovered a proposed game between ‘those who have been flogged by Mr Thring v those who have not’. ‘If that game goes ahead,’ he apparently said, ‘all the players will be on the same side!’
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