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POSTMODERN VIEWS OF CRIME

Postmodernism and Crime

What is Crime? 

· Crime is a social construction
· Law is merely a metanarrative – does not reflect the real nature of crime 

Deconstruction should enable us to

·  link particular crimes to related issues e.g rape is an aspect of sexuality and / or power

· Adopt a the standpoint of groups who have privileged insight into criminality e.g. blacks, gays, the poor, women 

· Search for “useful” ideas that “work” to help remedy a perceived problem

Stratification and Identity

· Many sociologists regard post-modernity as involving a breakdown of ‘modern’ sources of identity – class, gender, nationality etc.

· In a post-modern world identity is said to be build around ‘consumption’ (you can create your own identity)

· Again, the nature of identity and its changeability offers new opportunities for the criminal and new problems for national police forces

Henry and Milovanovic on Social Harm 

They  wish to reconceptualise crime as not simply breaking laws but as social harm 
1. Harms of reduction
· Power is used to cause immediate loss or injury to the victim

2. Harms of repression
· Power is used to restrict future human development –threatening human dignity and respect including

· Sexual harrassment 

· Racist abuse

· Hate crime

· i.e., Crimes which are specifically harmful to a multi-cultural, multi-faith, highly diverse society

Globalized Crime 

Karofi and Mwanza especially identify:

· International trade in illegal drugs, weapons and people

· Money-laundering

· Terrorism

· Cybercrime including

· Internet based fraud

· Child pornography and paedophilia

· Terrorist websites

· Hacking

· Phishing

· Identity theft

Browne pp. 478-481

Two key issues

· Undermining local criminal jurisdictions and enables increased criminality across and beyond national borders

· Cybercrime an increasing problem as the World Wide Web fails to recognise national borders and does not respect criminal jurisdictions

Increasingly transnational organisations (Interpol, Europol, etc) and international cooperation become essential – the nation state loses further authority 

The Causes of Crime 


Lyotard argues that post-modern approaches to crime:

· Reject the idea that a grand theory or grand narrative can explain crime.
· Should look for “local truths” and see each crime as a unique event.
· See that criminals have selected a particular lifestyles e.g. bank robber, ticket tout etc.     
· Post-modern society is a fragmented society – so ideas of causation of crime – by marginalization, relative deprivation, strain, etc, etc - no longer carry conviction.
· Identity is created through discourse/narrative, not assigned through class, gender, etc – it is highly individual.
· The origins of crime should therefore be sought in the individual not the social. 

Terrorism and Uncertainty in a post-modern Society

· Post-modernity is characterised by uncertainty and in such a climate some people might search for certainty in exclusive forms religious Fundamentalism or similar (these could be regarded as anti-modern / post-modern rather than pre modern)

· Post-modern terrorism, and post-modern warfare might be as likely to be waged in cyberspace as in “reality”

· Some forms of organisation seem to link very strongly to post-modern times, e.g., audience cults on the internet

A Range of postmodernist / Individualist Explanations of Crime 

· Messerschmidt – domestic violence and other related crimes as a means of “accomplishing masculinity”

· Katz – crime as pleasurable and enjoyable

· Lyng – crime as “edgework” – risk-taking, excitement and thrill-seeking behaviour

· Are these sufficient to provide useful explanations of crime? 
The Control of Crime

Post-modernists argue that there has been a move away from formal methods of social control to informal
Under modernity the idea that all citizens have RIGHTS administered impartially by the State was dominant
In a Post-modern society decentralised informal controls come to dominate and partially replace the role of the formal criminal justice system

Informal – non state – forms of control include:

· CCTV in public places

· Private Security firms 

· “Gated communities” / blocks of flats

Policing itself has become more diverse, localised and sensitive to people’s needs

Policing the Losers - Zygmunt Bauman : 
Bauman argues that post-modernity has transformed the primary role of the propertyless (the proletariat).
Throughout the modern age, its role was to source capital’s labour; now it is to act as consumers.
The proletariat has been exploited to the full and we are all seduced by the glamour of the marketplace, including “the losers” to pursue consumerist goals legitimately. 
For this reason, the state is forced to take increasingly oppressive measures (more policing and surveillance, the loss of citizens' rights . . .) to keep them in order. 
Some Problems with postmodernist Accounts of Crime 

· Neglects the realities of persistent inequality in society – and the impact of these inequalities on who becomes the victims and perpetrators of crime.
· Neglects the existence of persistent ideas of right and wrong in society – value-consensus? – which shape community responses to deviance and law-breaking.
· Post-modern opportunities to create identity tend to relate to those who are affluent enough to consume, not those excluded from consumption.
· Its supporters see it as providing an alternative approach that counters the failure of positivist attempts to solve “the crime problem”, but it can also be seen as defining that problem almost out of existence. 

Using the powerpoint and the notes above provide a summary of postmodern views of crime below:
CRIME AND GLOBALISATION
What is globalisation? (Webb p.131)

What are some of the causes of globalisation?
The global criminal economy (page 131 Webb)

1. According to Held, what causes the spread of transnational organised crime?

2. According to Castells, what is the value of the global criminal economy?

3. Briefly outline six examples of global crime.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

4. Which countries make up the demand side of the global criminal economy?

5. Use an example to highlight how the supply side of global crime is linked to the globalisation

Global risk consciousness (page 132)

1. Use an example to explain what is meant by ‘risk consciousness’.
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2. What is the role of the media in creating fears?

3. What has been the result of risk consciousness of immigration in the UK and Europe?

Summarise the following p.132-133

	Globalisation has led to changes in the patterns of crime: Ian Taylor (1997)



	Role of international financial organisations: Rothe and Friedrichs (2015)



	Globalisation and de-industrialisation: Hobbs and Dunningham 



	‘Glocal’ organisation: Hobbs and Dunnington


	McMafia: Glenny (2008)



GREEN CRIME
Define green crime. 
How can green crime be linked to globalisation? Give an example.

‘Global risk society’ and the environment (page 134)

1. Briefly explain what Beck means by manufactured risks.

2. Use the example of Mozambique to explain the global nature of human-made risk.

Types of green crime (use p.135-136 to complete): classified by Nigel South (2014)

PRIMARY: ‘crimes that result directly from the destruction and degradation of the earth’s resources’
SECONDARY: crime that grows out of flouting the rules aimed at preventing or regulating environmental disasters. 

	PRIMARY GREEN CRIMES
	SECONDARY GREEN CRIMES

	Crimes of air pollution


	State violence against oppositional group

	Crimes of deforestation


	Hazardous waste and organised crime



	Crimes of species decline and animal abuse


	Environmental discrimination

	Crimes of water pollution


	


STATE CRIME
Penny Green and Tony Ward (2012) define state crime as ‘illegal or deviant activities perpetrated by, or with the complicity of, state agencies’.
It includes all crimes committed by or on behalf of states and governments in order to further their policies.
State crimes don’t include acts that benefit individuals who work for the state.
Case studies of state crime

Eugene McLaughlin (2012) identifies four categories of state crime:

1) Political crimes e.g. corruption and censorship.
2) Crimes by security or police forces, such as genocide, torture.

3) Economic crimes e.g. violations of health and safety laws, state-corporate crimes.

4) Social and cultural crimes e.g. institutional racism
Within each of these might also be human rights violations.

Examples to research (some are in Webb p.137)- insert notes from class
· Political crime: Expenses scandal in British Parliament, 2008

· Crimes by security forces: Genocide in Rwanda, 1994 (describe what is meant by the term ‘genocide’ and provide details of how this came about in Rwanda).
· War crimes (illegal wars and crimes committed during war or after its aftermath).
· Economic crimes: Deepwater Horizon oil rig disaster, 2010

· Social and cultural crimes: Macpherson Report, 1999
Defining state crime (pages 137-139)

1. How does Chambliss define state crime?

2. What is the problem with this definition?

3. How does Michalowski define state crime?

4. According to Hillyard et al, what is zemiology and why should it be used to study state crime?

5. Briefly outline two problems with zemiology.

a.

b.

5. According to labelling theory, what constitutes a crime?

6. In what way do Kauzlarich’s findings pose a problem for labelling theory?

7. How do Rothe and Mullins define state crime?
8. What is the advantage of this definition?

9. How do Strand and Tuman show the social construction of international laws?
10. Briefly explain the following:
a. Natural rights

b. Civil rights

11. According to the Schwendingers, how should state crime be defined?

12. According to Risse et al, what is the advantage of the Schwendingers’ definition?

13. Briefly explain how the Schwendingers’ approach is an example of transgressive criminology.

14. According to Cohen, what is the problem of the Schwendingers’ definition?

15. Why are human rights hard to define?
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Explaining state crime (p.139-140)
1. According to Adorno et al, what is an authoritarian personality? How does this concept contribute to our understanding of state crimes?
2. Briefly explain why state crimes can be seen as crimes of obedience.

3. According to Green and Ward, how are individuals able to overcome the norms that prevent

them from committing state crimes?

4. Briefly outline the following features of crimes of obedience identified by Kelman and Hamilton:

a.  Autorisation
c. Routinisation
d. Dehumanisation

5. According to Bauman, how did the following features of modern society make the holocaust

possible:

a. A division of labour

b. Bureaucratisation

c. Instrumental rationality

d. Science and technology

6. Give three criticisms of the explanations of state crime.

a.

b.

c.

7. According to Alvarez, how has the impact of the international human rights movement

affected states?

8. Briefly outline Cohen’s three stages of denial.

a. Stage 1

b. Stage 2pi
c 8 G
lobalisation, green crime, human rights & state crime
c. Stage 3

9. Briefly outline the following techniques of neutralisation identified by Cohen:
a. Denial of victim

b. Denial of injury

c. Denial of responsibility

d.Condemning the condemners

e. Appeal to higher loyalty

EXAM PRACTICE
Outline two types of green crime [4]

Outline two types of state crime [4]

Outline two ways in which crime has been globalised [4]

Outline two examples of transgressive criminology [4]

Outline three ways states can commit criminal acts [6]

Outline three explanations of state crime [6]

Outline three patterns of globalised crime [6]

Item A: In common with other ‘crimes of the powerful’, state crime is not easy to define and sociologists have looked beyond conventional definitions of crime. Some sociologists have define state crime in an international rather than national context, while others have seen it in relation to a higher moral context. Other sociologists have gone beyond the usual definition of crime as law-breaking but seeing state crime in terms of the damage states can cause.

Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which state crime can be defined [10]

Item B: The process of globalisation has made the world more interconnected and increased the scope for crime. Some forms of globalised crime are based on trafficking one commodity or another, while others involve green crimes against the environment. Green crime has been given a lot of attention because of the extent of damage to the environment caused, often by large transnational corporations. Some sociologists have analysed the relationship between globalisation and crime using traditional criminological approaches. However, others see the relationship as being the inevitable product of capitalism. 

Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate sociological explanations of the relationship between globalisation and crime [30]

See advice on p.141 of your textbook. 
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