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This topic:

Requires you to be aware of the following (use the powerpoint and the textbooks to develop your notes on these topics).

· The history of punishment in the UK.
· The role of the Criminal Justice System.
· Changing approaches to criminal justice and punishment.
· The move from left realist to right realist approaches in punishment.
· Justifications for punishment.
· Theoretical views of the role of punishment in society including Functionalism, Marxism and Weberian.
· Control approaches: the role of surveillance (Foucault) and new approaches to surveillance.
· Theoretical approaches for social policies for crime control.

PUNISHMENT
	Theoretical approaches to punishment (add evaluation to each) – use pp.149-150 of Webb and pp528-529 of Browne

	Functionalist



	Marxist



	Weberian




	Using p.529 of Browne (20015) make notes on whether imprisonment prevents crime:




Theoretical approaches and social policies for crime control and prevention
Use pp.532-539 of Browne (2015), pp.143-145

	Left realism (Kinsey 1986, Lewis 2011, Young)


	Evaluation

	Right realism: situational crime prevention


	Evaluation (displacement and other general points)

	Right realism: environmental crime prevention – Wilson and Kelling, zero tolerance.


	Evaluation

	Right realism: rational choice and opportunity


	Evaluation

	Right realism (increased social control)


	

	Feminism


	

	Postmodernism


	


VICTIMS 
	Victimisation Survey
	A research method which asks people whether they have been a victim of crime rather than a perpetrator of crime.

	victimology
	The shift in research away from the offender to the victim.

	‘grey’ figure of crime
	The unrecorded/ unreported crime.

	British Crime Survey
	A victimisation survey carried out by the Home Office.

	Restorative justice programmes
	Rehabilitation programmes which are put in place for people to understand the full implications of their actions. (Often by meeting victims of the crimes they have committed.

	Preventative policing
	One of the main principles of policing in modern society. The idea that police should prevent crime from occurring in the first place.

	Victim support organisation
	A voluntary organisation set up in England and Wales in the 1970’s for crime victims. They help support victims and offer aftercare. 

	Privatised crime control
	Crime control not provided by the state but by individuals or privatised companies.

	Crime does not occur in a social vacuum
	The idea that society is not a controlled environment and that no human behaviour (even that of a criminal nature) is predictable.


Read the following statements. According to the text, are these statements true or false? Indicate your answer in the table below:

	1. Over the past 30 years, many sociologists and criminologists have become less interested in focusing on crime offenders, their behaviour and their motivations and more interested in the victims of crime, their behaviour and their response to victimisation.
	T
	F

	2. The focus on victimology may have intensified recently because of the belief that we are living in a society full of risk.
	T
	F

	3. According to Zedner we are encouraged to live in a ‘culture of fear’. We inhabit a world of criminals and terrorists and we are encouraged to think always of ourselves as potential victims of crime.
	T
	F

	4. Liberal theorists believe that is pointless to study the motivations of offending in today’s society and they therefore believe that it is more appropriate to examine the possibilities of limiting victimisation, rather than pondering on potential reasons for why the crime happened in the first place.
	T
	F

	5. Crime statistics provide a completely valid picture of crime.
	T
	F

	6. Citizens are expected to take on more responsibility for their own victim prevention, because police cannot cope with the scale of the crime problem. According to Garland being a crime victim should be regarded as a part of everyday life.
	T
	F

	7. Crime surveys, like the British crime survey also focus on the fear of crime and the link between media coverage and the fear of crime. 
	T
	F

	8. Ditton and Chadee (2006) argue that the media, public information and our own imaginations amplify our own personal fear of crime.
	T
	F

	9. Feminists believe that violence against women (e.g. domestic violence) is accurately represented in crime statistics.
	T
	F

	10. Crime prevention has become more privatised. It is now often funded by individuals, private companies and organisations.
	T
	F

	11. Walklate rejects the traditional ‘positivist’ view of victims; she believes that becoming a victim of crime depends on the specific lifestyle of individuals.
	T
	F

	12. Walklate wrote a book called ‘Imagining the offenders of crime’
	T
	F

	13. Walklate believes that social class and age are key variables on shaping the chances of becoming a victim of crime. 
	T
	F

	14. Dixon et al believe that people earning £10,000 a year rather than £30,000 a year are:

· 1.6 times more likely to be mugged.

· 1.3 times more likely to be burgled

· 4.2 times more likely to feel insecure when walking home alone at night.
	T
	F

	15. Older people seem to be more at risk from crime of all kinds, but from personal crime (violence) in particular.
	T
	F

	16. Home Office research (including research from the BCS) suggests young males are more at risk of violence from people they don’t know, whereas women are more likely to be at risk from people they do know.
	T
	F

	17. Crime does not affect people randomly or occur in a social vacuum.
	T
	F

	18. Walklate points out that some sections of society not only experience repeat victimisation but also encounter being a victim routinely. For example female victims of domestic violence, which is rarely a ‘one-off’ event. The perpetrator is not a menacing figure ‘out there’ but someone who is much closer and well known to the victim. 
	T
	F


PATTERNS OF VICTIMISATION:

The risk of being the victim of crime is very unevenly distributed between social groups (use p.152 of Webb to fill in the table below)

	CLASS



	AGE



	ETHNICITY



	GENDER



	REPEAT VICTIMISATION




Exam Practice
Outline two features of critical criminology [4 marks]

Outline two ways in which situational crime prevention may reduce the incidence of crime in an area [4 marks]

Outline three ways crime can be controlled [6 marks]

Outline three reasons why increasing surveillance in society may not be effective in reducing crime and disorder [6 marks]

Item A: Who is counted as a victim of crime is socially constructed, as it depends on the attachment of the label of ‘victim’. Some may deny their victimisation, and there are many unreported and unrecorded victims who never come to the attention of the criminal justice system, such as victims of domestic and sexual violence, and of white- collar and corporate crime.

Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons why victimisation in crime is considered to be socially constructed [10 marks]

Item B: Punishment of criminals may act in various ways: as a retribution or revenge; as rehabilitation to prevent reoffending; as deterrence to others; as restoration of the harm caused to victim; as social protection from those who are dangerous; as reinforcement of social values; or as an assertion of the power and authority of a sovereign or of a dominant social class.

Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate sociological explanations of the role of punishment in the prevention and reduction of crime [30 marks] 

This requires you to compare and contrast the different theoretical and suggested approaches to punishment. You need to try and weigh up approaches that may be better than others and consider problems with certain arguments.
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