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As/a level
 
MUSIC 
COURSE GUIDE
Please email Ceilidh Botfield (Head of Music) if you have any questions regarding this course CHB@godalming.ac.uk
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James Ingham
Teacher of Music & Music Technology
Music Practitioners Qualification 
Course Leader
JHI@godalming.ac.uk
Ceilidh Botfield
Head of Music & Music Technology
Arts Award Course Leader
CHB@godalming.ac.uk
We are looking forward to teaching you!
Welcome to


	AS Level Music 
(Standalone qualification)

	Unit 1
Performing
	You will perform a recital of at least 6 minutes of continuous performance that will be recorded. Minimum standard of playing should be Grade 6.
	30%
Coursework

	Unit 2
Composing
	You will compose two compositions – one from a choice of set briefs and the other can be a free composition or another choice from the set briefs. Total length of both compositions must be at least 4.5 minutes.
	30%
Coursework

	Unit 3
Appraising
	You will study the following types of music: vocal, instrumental, film, pop and jazz, fusions and new directions. The exam will contain listening tests and essays on the set works and associated music.
	40%
1.5 hour exam

	A Level Music 
(Standalone qualification)

	Unit 1
Performing
	You will perform a recital of at least 8 minutes of continuous performance that will be recorded. Minimum standard of playing should be Grade 7.
	30%
Coursework

	Unit 2
Composing
	You will complete one composition. This can be a free choice or chosen from a list of briefs. You will also complete one technical study from a choice of Bach Chorale, 2 part counterpoint, an arrangement or a remix. Combined, these compositions must total at least 6 minutes.
	30%
Coursework

	Unit 3
Appraising
	You will study the following types of music: vocal, instrumental, film, pop and jazz, fusions and new directions. The exam will contain listening tests and essays on the set works and associated music.
	40%
2 hour exam
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UNIT 1: Performance The purpose of this component is to assess students’ performing skills in a solo and/or ensemble context. They should be given the opportunity to rehearse and refine performances on their chosen instrument or voice, developing technical control, expression and interpretative skills.

This component will encourage students to develop creative thinking, aesthetic sensitivity, critical awareness, self-confidence, self-motivation and their own musical interests and skills, including the ability to make music individually and/or in groups, and perform with control, using phrasing and dynamics appropriate to their chosen styles and moods of music.

Students must perform:
· A minimum of one piece, performed live and uninterrupted as a recital
· Performance can be solo, as part of an ensemble, improvisation, realisation using music technology, or a combination of these
· Total performance time across the recital must be a minimum of 6 minutes of music. Timing does not include the time taken to tune the instrument or any gaps between pieces.
· The average level of the pieces performed should be of at least grade 6 standard.


[image: Image result for music notes]as LEVEL MUSIC
UNIT 2: COMPOSITIONThe purpose of this component is to assess students’ skills in composing music. It allows students to appreciate the process of creating music. Students will learn more of the processes involved in creating music through developing the technical and expressive skills needed by a composer.

Composing music is the creative process by which most of the music we experience came into being. Students will be encouraged to explore a range of compositional starting points, investigate a range of techniques for developing and manipulating ideas. They will then turn their ideas into completed pieces of music.

Students can also explore the skills needed to compose for different musical forces.

Students must submit two compositions, of a combined duration of at least four minutes and 30 seconds:
· One composition to a brief set by Pearson and one other composition, either free composition or also to a brief
· Each composition must be at least 2 minutes in duration.
· Total time across both submissions must be a minimum of four minutes and 30 seconds.
· Each composition carries 50% of the marks available for this component.


AS LEVEL MUSIC
UNIT 3: APPRAISINGThe purpose of this component is for students to develop their listening and appraising skills through the study of music across a variety of styles and genres. The content is grouped into six areas of study, each of which contains two set works.

This component gives students the opportunity to reflect on, analyse and evaluate music in aural and/or written form. To achieve this objective they need to use their knowledge and understanding of musical elements, context and language to make critical judgements about the repertoire and context of music within the areas of study. These critical judgements will require the use of specific music vocabulary associated with a particular style or genre.

Students will learn the content of musical elements, context and language through six compulsory areas of study as listed below:
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UNIT 1: performance
The purpose of this component is to assess students’ performing skills in a solo and/or ensemble context. They should be given the opportunity to rehearse and refine performances on their chosen instrument or voice, developing technical control, expression and interpretative skills.

This component will encourage students to develop creative thinking, aesthetic sensitivity, critical awareness, self-confidence, self-motivation and their own musical interests and skills, including the ability to make music individually and/or in groups, and perform with control, using phrasing and dynamics appropriate to their chosen styles and moods of music.

Students must perform:
· A minimum of one piece, performed live and uninterrupted as a recital
· Performance can be solo, as part of an ensemble, improvisation, realisation using music technology, or a combination of these
· Total performance time across the recital must be a minimum of 8 minutes of music. Timing does not include the time taken to tune the instrument or any gaps between pieces.
· The average standard of the pieces performed should be at least grade 7 standard. 
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UNIT 2: composition
The purpose of this component is to assess students’ skills in composing music. It allows students to appreciate the process of creating music. Students will learn more of the processes involved in creating music through developing the technical and expressive skills needed by a composer.

Composing music is the creative process by which most of the music we experience came into being. Students will be encouraged to explore a range of compositional starting points, investigate a range of techniques for developing and manipulating ideas. They will then turn their ideas into completed pieces of music.

Students can also explore the skills needed to compose for different musical forces.

Students must submit two compositions, of a combined duration of at least 6 minutes:
· One composition (Free choice composition) can be chosen from six briefs relating to areas of study, or free composition, carrying 40 of the marks for the composing assessment. This composition must be at least 4 minutes in duration.
· One composition must be from a list of four briefs assessing technique, carrying 20 of the marks for the composing assessment. This composition must be at least 1 minute in duration.



A LEVEL MUSIC
UNIT 3: appraising
The purpose of this component is for students to develop their listening and appraising skills through the study of music across a variety of styles and genres. The content is grouped into six areas of study, each of which contains three set works.

This component gives students the opportunity to reflect on, analyse and evaluate music in aural and/or written form. To achieve this objective they need to use their knowledge and understanding of musical elements, context and language to make critical judgements about the repertoire and context of music within the areas of study. These critical judgements will require the use of specific music vocabulary associated with a particular style or genre.

Students will learn the content of musical elements, context and language through six compulsory areas of study as listed below:
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EXTRA SUPPORT OUTSIDE OF LESSONS	

Unit 1 Performance
If you would like Ceilidh or James to listen to your recital at times other than mock and official recitals, please approach them about this. They are happy to listen to you perform and provide extra feedback during a mutually convenient time outside of lessons.
Unit 2 Composition
One to one tutorials with James are available outside of lessons throughout the year. Please approach him if you would like some extra support.
Unit 3 Appraising
Revision sessions will be held after college in the term leading up to the exam. It is our expectation that all students will make it a priority to attend these sessions. There may also be revision sessions at lunchtimes – please keep an eye on emails about this. Students are welcome to produce extra essays and or listening test answers at any point in the year. Ceilidh will always mark extra work. One to one sessions with Ceilidh are also available. Please approach her if you would like to book a session.
Don’t suffer in silence! We are always happy to help students! 
Come and talk to us if you are ever worried about any aspect of the course. We want you to do as well as you possibly can.
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Edexcel AS & A level Music Study Guide





 


Modernism In Focus by Lucien Jenkins

Bringing in instruments
There is an instrument store cupboard that students are welcome to use. The key for this cupboard in kept in the Music office and can be accessed at any time between 8.15am-4.30pm. The college cannot accept responsibility for instruments left in the cupboard and it is advised that you take out instrument insurance. It is not recommended that you leave your instruments in the cupboard for long periods of time without checking on them.
Using practise rooms
You are welcome to use practise rooms at any point during the college day. The key for the practise rooms is kept in the Music office and can be accessed at any time between 8.15-4.30pm. Currently we do not have a booking system for practise rooms as there is almost always one free. If there becomes a problem with availability then a booking system will be instigated. Please leave practise rooms tidy and clear them when you leave. NO EATING OR DRINKING ALLOWED.
Music activities
There are a wide range of music activities and ensembles for students to join. It is expected that all Music A level students commit to at least one ensemble and attend the weekly rehearsals, however it is common for Music students to want to attend several different ensembles. Details of the ensembles running each year will be given to you at the start of September.
College concerts
There will be at least 3 big college concerts each year either held internally or at an external venue. There are likely to be some smaller performer opportunities, such as Recital Evenings too. Dates of concerts will be given at the start of September. It is expected that all Music students will participate in the concerts through performing in an ensemble and solo performance opportunities. 

Progression from
Music A level

Every year we have a number of students progressing to top Music Colleges and Universities to study Music at degree level. 
Here are some of the institutions that our Music A level students have progressed to in the last two years:
Birmingham University
Manchester University
Cardiff University
Southampton University
Durham University
Kingston University
Trinity College Of Music
Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama


Brighton Institute of Modern Music
Birmingham Conservatoire
Royal College of Music
Royal Academy of Music
Leeds College of Music
Oxford University
Surrey University
Berkley College of Music (USA)
Royal Holloway University
Leeds University
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CAREER PROGRESSION IDEAS FOR MUSIC GRADUATES

Event management
Festival organising
Stage management
Teacher
Music software development
Record companies
Instrument technology

Sound engineer
Music publishing
Performance
Arts administration
TV and radio production
Music journalism
Music therapy
Composing











To find out more about Music careers, visit one of the following websites:
ISM Website (incorporated Society of Musicians) – “Careers with Music”
http://www.ism.org/training/article/careers_with_music_general_information 
Careers in Music (more focused on popular music)
http://www.careersinmusic.co.uk/
[image: Image result for treble clef]http://www.careersinmusic.co.uk/music-jobs-and-opportunities/ 
UKP-Arts: Profiles of people working in music
http://www.ukperformingarts.co.uk/music/profiles/ 
Prospects – Graduate careers website
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/options_music.htm 
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Set works

Vocal Music J.'S. Bach, Cantata, Ein feste Burg, BWV 80: Movements 1, 2, 8
Mozart, The Magic Flute: Excerpts from Act I no. 4 (Queen of the
Night), 5 (Quintet)

Instrumental Vivaldi, Concerto in D minor, Op. 3 No. 11

Music Clara Wieck-Schumann, Piano Trio in G minor, Op. 17: movement 1

Music for Film Danny Elfman, Batman Returns: Main theme (Birth of a Penguin
Part II), Birth of a Penguin Part I, Rise and fall from grace, and Batman
vs the Circus
Rachel Portman, The Duchess: The Duchess and End titles, Mistake of
your life, Six years later, and Never see your children again

Popular Music | « Courtney Pine - Back in the Day: Inner state (of mind),
and Jazz Lady Day and (John Coltrane), Love and affection

Kate Bush, Hounds of Love: Cloudbusting, And dream of sheep, and
Under ice

Fusions Debussy, "Estampes’: Nos. 1 and 2 (‘Pagodes’ and 'La soirée dans
Grenade’)

Familia Valera Miranda, Cafia Quema: Alla vé candela and ‘Se quema la
chumbamba

New Cage - Three Dances for two prepared pianos: No. 1
Directions

Kaija Saariaho, Petals for Violoncello and Live Electronics

Full details of the exact h set work will be made
- B » 41180
available on the Pearson r 2016.
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Area of
study

Vocal Music

« 1.5 Bach, Cantata, Ein feste Burg, BWV 80: Movements 1, 2, 8

«  Mozart, The Magic Flute: Excerpts from Act I no. 4 (Queen of the
Night), 5 (Quintet)

«+ Vaughan Williams, On Wenlock Edge: Nos. 1, 3 and 5 (On Wenlock
Edge, Is my team ploughing? and Bredon Hill)

Instrumental
Music

«  Vivaldi, Concerto in D minor, Op. 3 No. 11
«  Clara Wieck-Schumann, Piano Trio in G minor, Op. 17: movement 1
Berlioz, Symphonie Fantastique: Movement I

Music for Film

«  Danny Elfman, Batman Returns: Main theme (Birth of a Penguin Part

11), Birth of a Penguin Part I, Rise and fall from grace, and Batman vs

the Circus

Rachel Portman, The Duchess: The Duchess and End titles, Mistake of
your life, Six years later, and Never see your children again

«  Bernard Herrmann, Psycho: Prelude, The City, Marion, The Murder
(Shower Scene), The Toys, The Cellar, Discovery, Finale

Popular Music
and Jazz

« Courtney Pine, Back in the Day: Inner state (of mind), Lady Day and
(John Coltrane), and Love and affection

« Kate Bush, Hounds of Love: Cloudbusting, And dream of sheep, and
Under ice

Beatles, Revolver: Eleanor Rigby, Here, there and everywhere, T want
to tell you, and Tomorrow never knows

Fusions

«  Debussy, Estampes: Nos. 1 and 2 (Pagodes and La soirée dans
Grenade)

«  Familia Valera Miranda, Cafia Quema: Alla va candela and Se quema

la chumbamba

Anoushka Shankar, Breathing Under Water: Burn, Breathing Under

Water and Easy

New
Directions

« Cage, Three Dances for two prepared pianos: No. 1
«  Kaija Saariaho, Petals for Violoncello and Live Electronics

« Stravinsky, The Rite of Spring: Introduction, The Augurs of Spring,
and Ritual of Abduction

Full details of the e:
available on the Pearson Website ahead of
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