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Qutline and explain two ways families may differ based on ethnic differences.

Changes in social issues have contributed to the differences in families basedﬁpon ethnicity. It is
argued that male unemployment and poverty has led to black men being less able to provide for
their families. This has therefore resulted in higher rates of desertion within relationships and
marital breakdown, consequently creating more lone-parent families. In the early period of
migration (1950’s and 1960's), often houses were shared by extended families. Roger Ballard (1982)
found that extended family ties provided an important source of support among Asian migrants.
However, in later years most Asian households were nuclear rather than extended; relatives often
lived nearby and immigrants assimilating into western cultures. Immigration into Britain since the

1950’s has helped to create greater ethnic diversity. g il it e K AR B
_ s \nops ol &‘M
Changes in values have had an impact on the ethnic differences within family types. Hall (1992) e

focuses on hybrid identities. Ethnic identities have become moré increasingly-harder to identify with ‘h‘ bﬁC}
a merging or hybridisation of identity occurring. This makes it more difficult to identify specific |\' ) f\)ﬁﬁeﬁl
ethnic identities which means that there would no longer be identical familiesz‘l/here is also more of

an acceptability of mixed ethnicity which means there would now be an increase in mixed race

couples. One large change is the changes in family types within ethnic famjﬁés for example from

extended families to nuclear families due to immigrants assimilating into western cultures.
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Phoebe Buck Sociology - Hannah 06/03/2017

Outline and explain two reasons for the growth of LATS
(Living apart together) 10 marks

One reason for the increased of amount of people ‘living apart tegether’ is the
impact of previous relationships. It is clear that the divorce rate has increased
and many people chose to re-marry after going through a divorce, however they
may have children from their previous relationship. When people divorce they
tend to share custody of their children and so people who are in another
relationship outside of their divorce may have their children during the week
and then spend the weekends with their new partner”Moving in with someone
and bringing your children with you may be a too big of a step in the rel*a/tionship
and this may be a big factor as to why people don’t live together. Children may
not want to see their mum or dad with another partner and it may be their
choice that they don’t want to be a part of this new partnership. Duncan and
Philips found that both choice and constraint play a part in M‘n;:ether couples live
together.

Economic factors may also be a reason as to why thereds a growth of partners
‘living apart together’. There are 20% of partners living apart togethef who see
their relationship as an ‘ideal relationship’. Due to globalisation many people
don’t live where they work. Many commute and so if people have met their
partner at work they may live on opposite sides of the coufitry. Therefore a
reason for not living together may be distance, they may wait'till later on in their
relationship till they want to make such a big step in moving across the country
to see each other. Cost of housing continues to rise in the UK and many people
live in small apartments or university housing to make/uf) for it. This may mean
there is no place for your significant other to live with you. ,
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Outline and explain two reason for the increases in the divorce rate in the last 40 years (10)

One reason for the increases in divorce in the last 40 years is the charge in Laws. In the
1960s-1969 the divorce rate doubled. Someone had to be in the wrong in order td'be able
to have a divorce. Evidence was often made up. Divorce reform act (1969/71) removed the
need to prove a guilty party and made “irretrievable breakdown” the gréunds for divorce.
Laws also made divorce cheaper. This was a big factor as many couples couldn’t-divorce due
to the high expense and couldn’t afford it. The matrimonial family proceedings act (1984)
removed the length of time that a couple have to be married before filing for a divorce from
3 years to 1 year. Becks and Beck would agree with this as their study showed in,c;ve’ased
individualism and emphasis on personal fulfilment. If someone is unhappy in a marriage
they are able to leave.

Another reason for the increases in divorce in the last 40 years was dé to changes in social { Peﬂ»u,{i
issues. Child maintenance service (2012) absent parents to pay maintenance for children MO GO
they do not live with. This is beneficial for divorced parents who can't agree on a “4amily v{-@@,cf';fw
based arrangement” making the financial side of divorce in families easier. The government d_ﬁox.’\d'j(:’b
is taking account of demographic changes within the family helps these famili€s such aslone £

parent families receiving benefits. Sociological studies which would link to this are Giddens- QCLTGT\IL
primary reason given for modern marriage is love, people divorce when they are no longer 6(21,\‘\.\5

% 52 | in love.
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Outline and explain two reasons for the increase in same sex
couples with children [10]

Legal acts such as the civil partnership act 2004 and ’rhe‘rgorric:ge (same sex
couples) act 2013 have caused andhincrease in the number of same.séx couples
with children. These acts have allowed homoseycl couples equal rights to
heterosexual couples, such as; marriage rights to inheritance, acgess to children,
pension benefits. They also have access to a similar process of ending the
relationship to divorce. Joint adoption by same sex couples is legal in25 countries
now which has caused couples to be able to adopt children and have a family.
These legal acts have allowed an increase in the number of same sex couples with
children because same-sex couples have been given more rights which have made
them equal to heterosexual couples. For example they can now get married, and
adopt children. In 2015 the most common family type was the married/civil
partnership couple with or without dependent children. It is estimated that in the UK
in 2013 there was around 20,000 dependant children Iivingy@ome—sex couple
families.

Changes in technology especially medical technology-tias caused an increase in
the number of same-sex couples with children because treatmentsSuch as IVF have
become widely available. With the first IVF baby being born in 1977, once legal
changes and an increase in tolerance and acceptance for same sex couples IVF
has become one of the most popular methods for same seVoupIes to have
biological children. Be that via a surrogate in the case of gay couples. IVF has
caused an increase in the number of same sex couples with children€cause
alongside with adoption it has allowed these couples to have children.

Naomi (A
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Qutline and explain two reasons for the decline in birth rate [10]:

Recently the birth rate in Britain has declined due to two factors. 0143 factor is the mgvement of
greater gender equality. In our modern society women now have a greater focus of their careers
and their primary role is no longer viewed as the primary carer. This is supported by Sharpe’s
investigation of interviewing girls in the 70s and then the 90s which has revealed a major shift
regarding girls’ ambitions and how they view their future. In 1974 girls generally had low aspirations,
educational success was not a priority and in its place girls favoured love, marriage and children.
Whereas in the 90s the attitudes of the female gender had shifted towardszﬁioritising careers and
self-independence over a relationship which may ultimately result in children. This demonstrates
that women now have greater choice and an equal chance in education. Via prioritising this women
will have children later once they have successfully established a career an:yen may consider
having children. However, as women will be having children later this means they will be able to
have fewer children while still being fertile resulting in the birth rate declining.

Another reason for the decline in birth rate is the development and availability of modern
technology. Contraception and other forms of family planning are widely available i}yﬁmdern society
in order to prevent unplanned pregnancies. In addition couples now have the option to terminate a
pregnancy in certain circumstances. As well as all of the additional choice, socjet/y has shifted in
order to accept contraception and other methods of family planning as okay and less of a taboo
subject. Overall, couples are able to determine when or even if they want to start a family which in
turn lowers the birth rate. Therefore, there is a greater deal of choice regarding having children and
the consequences of this in comparison to generations ago. Alan and Crow state pedple within our
society have more choice, this supports the statement as people are now free to choose whether or
not to start a family with all the support and treatment available. In addifﬁn Giddens also agrees
that our society has been transformed by choice via more choice regarding contraception and other
factors.
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10marker

Outline and explain two reasons for the decline in marriage in the
UK

& There are many reason&vhy there is a huge decline in marriage rate in the UK; looking at

_ \y \sociofogist they have stated that love and personal commitment is now seen as the

(,\‘L‘ cornerstone of marriage whatﬁmmg to say is if you are already affectionate to your
partner you do not need signed piece of paper to show their love between one another.
Also some may feel that marriage put a lot of pressure on the relationship and it can be very
fragile while nearer the time of getting marrie/d/since you start to question whether you
want to be with this person for the rest of yolr live. More or less, this generation start to
realise that some couples get together to deceive each other, for instance some may want %Nrcétiklﬂﬁt
to travel to certain country so they get mqrried just to come to the UK. do Brss !

"Moreover, historically women who werefz)ntgr?ied that became pregnant would be socially shunned
on their age may have had to give the baby up for adoption. Many people were forced into marriage
because of having a baby with their partner. Also there is a saying called don’t have sex before
marriage, this will also encourage people to get married. Reasons for decline in marriage in the UK is \
because in a married relationship they may have to split their earnings with their couple that is greatLG-

He
however some people may not want that and may cause conflict between the couple. ‘ b Vo
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Outline and explain two ways in which an ageing population affects family
life

One way in which an ageing population affects family life is that they may be living in one

person households, which takes up housing space for families with children. This can restrict

which areas families are able to buy houses, which may affect which schools the_family are

able to access//B{eanpoie families will increase due to an ageing population, therefore there b
will be more children living with their grandparents at home, maybe whilst parents are out
working. Elderly people may be living in poverty, so they made find it hard to sustain a family
if they were in a beanpole family and they may not be able to look after themselves in a one
person household. (This will increase the dependency ratio as not only children will be

dependent on someone to look after them, the elderly may need it too. Children of the |
elderly may need to take time off work to look after their parents. This can affect their work ;
life as it may be inconvenient for them to leave their work. Elderly who are living in poverty

may have a low state income, so in order to stop this, raising the retirement age may help //
people to have a high pension to ensure they won’t be living in poverty. g
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Caitlin Allsop

Outline and explain two reasons for the growth in single person households in the
contemporary UK [10 marks]

One of the reasons which could explain why the number of single person households is increasing in
the UK is the rise in ‘LATSs’ — people ‘living apart together’. One in ten adults are in a relationship
like this, in which they are in a significant relationship but are not married 1 orcohabiting. This is
about half of the people officially classified as single. The growth in LATs may reflect a trend
towards less formalised relationships and ‘families of choice’. Couples might alse-iot want to live
together because it is not economically affordable. Alternatively, they may choose to live apart to
keep their own home, because of a previous troubled relationship or becausSe they deem it ‘too early’
in the relationship to cohabit. Furthermore, 20% of people see LATs as their ‘ideal relationship’.
Consequently, the rise in the trend of couples living apart for longer has meant that the number of
single person households has increased as partners choose to live sepdrately. The work of
postmodernists Allan and Crow would support this view as they have studied the change in the
expectations of marriage and relationships. According to their study, relationships are seen less as
binding contracts and now prioritise the personal fulfilment of the individual, gncouraging couples to
part if they do not find the fulfilment they need. Therefore, couples are more likely to separate if
they are unhappy within their relationships, deciding to live apart rather than cohabiﬁ?lg. This leads
to the increase in single person households in the UK and shows the change in society’s norms about
relationships.

Another reason that the number of single person households may be increasing is the changing
aspirations of women. Due to the growing prominence of the feminist movement during the 1970s,
when second wave feminism was prevalent, women have become much more-empowered after
centuries of being treated as inferior to men in a patriarchal society. The work of the feminist
movement towards equal rights for women has allowed women to be able to assertively make their
own life choices and become more socially and economically self-reliant. Also, legal changes such
as the Sex Discrimination Act of 1975 has allowed women the same rights to pay as men in the
workplace, encouraging women to invest in long-term caree‘{instead of domestic work at home. As
a result, women are more able to establish a home of their own, leading to.an increase in single
person households. In addition, Sue Sharpe’s study shows the impact of feminism on the aspirations
of young girls. Sharpe conducted research into girls” aspirations in the 1970s and 1990s, discovering
that girls in the 1970s prioritised finding a husband and-settling down, with the prospect of a career
at the bottom of their list. In contrast, girls in the 1990s felt more inclined to prioritise their
education and consequent career, with the idea of getting marri¢d and moving in with their husband
a less important focus. Therefore, there has been an increase in women seeking their own home due
to their move towards independence instead of being socially and economically dependent on their
husband. Postmodernists such as Beck and Giddens would agree that women now have different
aspirations, leading to an increase in single person households. Their individualisation thesis
explains how traditional social structures, such as gender, have lost much of their influence over us
so that individuals in today’s society have fewer fixed roles to follow. We have become
‘disembedded’ from our traditional roles and structures; allowing us more freedom to choose what
we do with our life. Alternatively, Smart and May (personal life perspective theorists) would argue
that the individualisation thesis ignores the importance of structural factors such as patriarchal
gender norms, which limit our choices. In accordance with their approach, women do not have as
much freedom as other theorists may believe, meaning that their aspirations have not changed
drastically. Therefore personal life perspective theorists may believe that is not a main factor in the
increase of single person households.
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Euan Mcllvenna

Outline and explain two reasons for the increase in cohabitation in
the contemporary UK. [10]

There are two main reasons which lead to the increase of cohabitation in the

UK. Secularisation is a reason to the increase in cohabitation, marriage used to
be what everyone wanted due to the religious significance of marriage and the
idea that it was “sinful” to live together out of wedlock or even have a child
without being married. Between 1996 and 2002 the number of people
cohabiting had doubled, also there has been a 180% rise in cohabitation rates
recorded in 1986. This can be linked to the gradual decline in religious values s
throughout society. )
Another ideological change which leads to an increase in cohabitation is m_/’!-\y\\
cohabitation becoming the norm. The idea of living together without being™ {y&‘s
married is no longer regarded as “living in sin” but now as the norm. In 1950s x;{\*
2% of married partners had combined prior to marriage, today it is most eV
couples. This all links to the decline in religious ideas as living together only S‘W(ﬂ\

happened once you were married.
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