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Parties
What do I need to know?

· Functions and features of political parties in the UK’s representative democracy. 
· How parties are funded.
· The origins and development of the three main parties (Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat)
· The emergence and importance of minor parties in the UK and whether the UK is now a multi-party system
· The various factors that affect party success 

Key Vocab

	Classical liberalism
	Modern Liberals 
	Neo-liberalism 

	Left wing
	Cash for honours
	Libertarianism 

	Democratic socialism 
	Third way
	Mandate

	Liberal democracy 
	Consensus
	Party faction

	New Labour
	Dependency culture
	Party manifesto

	New Right
	Party system
	Populism

	One-nation conservatism
	Short money 
	Right wing

	Political party
	Two-party system 
	Social liberals



Possible exam questions 

1. Using examples, describe the nature of party factions (10)

2. Describe the nature of ‘left-wing politics’ (10)

3. Using the source, explain party factionalism. In your response you must use knowledge and understanding that are only in the source. You will not be rewarded for introducing any additional points that are not in the source. (10)

[image: ]

4. ‘Small political parties are having an increasingly important impact on UK politics.’ How far do you agree? (30)

5. ‘Modern conservative policies do not conform to the traditional ideas of the party.’ To what extent do you agree? (30)








Introduction to Political Parties 

Task: How many different political parties can you name? (a few clues below…)







[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/0/05/Labour_Party.svg/345px-Labour_Party.svg.png]
[image: Image result for liberal democrats]
[image: http://www.bwlconservatives.co.uk/communities/3/004/006/094/333/images/4516477387.jpg]
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Can you place the parties along the political spectrum?





Left 							                                                       Right		                                                                               
Recapping the main political parties
From your own knowledge, try to complete the below table. 
	Party
	Who is their leader?
	Name one of their current policies 
	Are they more left-wing, centrist or right-wing?

	Conservatives
	
	
	

	Labour
	
	
	

	Liberal Democrats
	
	
	

	Green Party
	
	
	

	UKIP
	
	
	

	SNP
	
	
	




Features of a political party
Define a political party (p. 43)






What are their three main features?

· 


· 


· 


Top Tip: In the exam you must be aware that there is a difference between ‘features’ and ‘functions’. (Features is effectively a description of a party whereas functions is what a party actually does.)

[image: http://www.aldc.org/Resources/what_we_do_img.jpg]What variations are there between parties over these features? (43-42)
· 


· 


· 


· 

[image: Image result for labour party campaigning]Functions of a political party (p.44-47)
Task: Look through the newspaper extracts and note as many functions of political parties as you can find.



Political Parties are generally agreed to have the following functions. Use the textbook and your own knowledge to complete the below grid. 
 
	Functions of Political Parties and explanation of what is meant 
	Example(s)

	Policy Formation





	

	Representation





	

	Selection of candidates and leaders
	

	Organising elections
	

	Education
	

	Providing consent


	



Create a way of remembering the functions of political parties, such as a mnemonic of their first letters:
P
R
S
O
E
C

Doctrine of the Mandate
[image: Image result for conservative party manifesto launch 2017]The doctrine of the mandate is seen as a major feature of the UK political system. It is essentially the political consent that the people give to the elected government, to act on their behalf. This is most clearly seen via elections. A political party lays out what they believe in their manifesto and, if they win the election, then have a mandate to carry out these policy commitments. 
Research one of the main party’s manifestos from the 2017 election. What were some of the policies they contained?


[image: Image result for conservative party manifesto launch 2017]Take notes below, using the textbook, on why the mandate is important in UK politics (p.47-48): 
·  



·  



·  



·  



·  

[image: Image result for labour  party manifesto launch 2017]The doctrine of the mandate has, however, faced increasing criticism:
· 



·  



·  



·  

 
Overall, is the doctrine of the mandate still important in politics today?

Left-wing, right-wing and centrist 
The terms ‘left’ and ‘right’ are increasingly seen to be hard to apply to modern day politics. Nonetheless, they are often seen as fundamental to understanding the different political stances of the main parties.
The nature of defining certain ideas as ‘left’ and ‘right’ is quite tough, due to the lack of prevision or clarity of either stance. However, we can attempt to construct a reasonable picture for UK politics. Below are some stances on both economic and social issues. Try to classify them as either left-wing, right-wing or centrist. You can use the textbook to assist, if you are struggling (p.49)
	Economic issues
	Left-wing, right-wing or centrist? (Some might be more than one!)

	Anti EU 
	

	Cut down on excessive government borrowing 
	

	Free labour markets, with weak protection for workers 
	

	Largely free-market, with elements of state regulation
	

	Mainly pro free trade
	

	Mild redistribution of income, with some poverty relief
	

	No state intervention in the economy
	

	Pragmatic approach to government borrowing – only when needed 
	

	Pro EU
	

	Protectionist policies 
	

	Redistribution of income
	

	Relaxed approach to government borrowing and greater investment in infrastructure as a result
	

	State planning and nationalization
	

	State regulation 
	

	Strong support for totally free markets
	

	Strong trade union rights
	

	Very low levels of taxation
	



	Social issues 
	Left-wing, right-wing or centrist? (Some might be more than one!)

	A mixed stance on crime – soft on minor crime, hard on serious crime 
	

	Acceptance for alternative lifestyles, such as gay marriage
	

	Anti-immigration 
	

	Belief that prison is more for rehabilitation than punishment 
	

	Emphasise importance of equal rights
	

	Limited welfare state 
	

	Opposed to a multicultural society
	

	Promotion of individualism 
	

	Stresses importance of nationalism 
	

	Strong support the for welfare state
	

	Supports multicultural society
	

	Traditional view on moral and lifestyle issues
	

	Welfare state should concentrate on those that need it most
	


Try to summarise the three political positions in one sentence:
Left-wing:
[image: Image result for left wing vs right wing]

Right-wing:


Centrist:



The Conservative Party 
[image: Image result for benjamin disraeli and robert peel]
Some history: The Conservative Party is one of the oldest parties in the UK. The ‘Tories’ in the 19th Century later became the Conservative Party we know today. Their origins are based around a pragmatic interpretation of politics. Sir Robert Peel and Benjamin Disraeli are both seen to have developed the ideas of the party in the 19th century. Their aims were to prevent the country falling too far into inequality, to preserve the unity of the kingdom and to preserve order in society. This type of conservatism is known as ‘One Nation conservatism’ (or traditional conservatism). 

Use the textbook to take notes on the views of One Nation conservatism (p.55-57):





Thatcher (1975-1990) and Thatcherism

During the 1970s and 80s a new movement gained ground in Western politics. Known as the ‘New Right’, it is most commonly associated with Ronald Reagan, in the USA and Margaret Thatcher in the UK. 
The movement had two different aspects to it, neo-liberalism and neo-conservatism. There was a general feeling from the right-wing that a ‘social democracy’ way of managing the economy was  not working and so a more ‘hand-off’ or neoliberal approach to the economy was taken by the Thatcher governments from 1979 onwards.
[image: http://img.thisismoney.co.uk/i/pix/2008/03/BG_203x150.jpg]The central neo-liberal (economic) themes were (p.59);

1. 



2. 


[image: http://www.aworldtowin.net/images/images570/Orgreave%2041.jpg]
3. 



4. 


 
5. 



However, Thatcher’s moral and social values stuck closer to conservatism – social conservatism, which became known as neo-conservatism. Use the textbook to take notes on the themes of neo-conservatism:
[image: http://dfgdocs.com/Assets/Images/Titles/DirectoryTitle_Full/battle%20of%20orgreave.png]

1. 






2. 

[image: http://coromandal.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/margaret-thatcher.jpg]




3. 




 
4. 






The New Right: ‘Thatcherism – A Case Study’ (‘Tory, Tory, Tory’)
Watch the video and answer the questions that accompany it. At the end of the video you will be asked to think about which of Mrs Thatcher’s politics were neoliberal and which were neoconservative.
	What was Thatcherism?
1. Kenneth Baker says that Thatcherism was more about ‘instincts’ than ‘ideology’. What 3 instincts does he highlight?

i)

ii)

iii)
	Privatisation
2. What is privatisation?


3. Why did even some members of Mrs Thatcher’s own party have concerns about this policy?


4. What convinced Thatcher to run with it?


5. Why was the Treasury in favour of privatisation?!


6. What was the proposed modernisation of British Telecom set to cost the government?



7. What was the initial attitude of the public towards privatisation?

[image: http://www.lightstraw.co.uk/ate/tec/yellow2a.jpg]
8. How much did the sell-off of British Telecom raise?


9. Which other utilities were also sold?


10. What did Mrs Thatcher christen this new movement and what did she say she was doing?


11. By 1990 what proportion of the population owned shares? How did this compare to the early 1980s? How did this help Mrs Thatcher electorally?


	Sale of Council Houses
12. To which class of people did the sale of Council Houses appeal?


13. What did this create and how did this aid the Conservative’s grip on power?


14. What happened to those who were left out?


High Unemployment
15. What was the unemployment figure during the 1980s?

16. How did Thatcher perceive job losses?


17. Where did unemployment hit hardest?


18. What was the unemployment rate on Teeside?


Taking on the Trade Unions – The Miners’ Strike
19. How did Thatcher view the Trade Unions?

[image: http://lisweb.swan.ac.uk/swcc/images/strike/picket.jpg]
20. Where was the movement strongest?


21. What plans did Thatcher put in place in order to weather the miners’ strike?


22. How long did the strike last?


23. Why was the ‘defeat’ of the miners so symbolic?


Social Unrest and the polarisation of political opinion
24. Where did the riots break out and why?



25.  What did the ‘No Turning Back’ faction of the Conservative Party argue for?



26. What were the pillars of Thatcher’s success in the 1987 election?



27. Who were ‘her people’?

[image: http://kilburnhall.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/the-poll-tax-riot-001.jpg]
The Poll Tax
28. What was the Poll Tax and what was the intention behind it?



29. Why was the Poll Tax flawed?


30. How many people were worse off under the new tax?


Europe
31. Over what issue to do with Europe did the Chancellor, Nigel Lawson, resign?


32. Why did Thatcher dislike the EU so much?


33. Why did Geoffrey Howe, her Home Secretary, resign?



Complete the table: Which of Thatcher’s policies were neoliberal and which neoconservative?
	
Neoliberal Policies

	
Neoconservative Policies

	



















	




















The fall of Thatcher and the Major years (1990-1997)
[image: http://images.businessweek.com/ss/07/02/0201_carlyle/image/johnmajor.jpg]
Thatcher was finally ousted by her own party in 1990 as the Poll Tax was seen as a step too far and John Major took over as leader. Although he won the 1992 general election, after that there were several mistakes made and the Major government was characterised by sex scandal and economic blunder. It was no surprise that the rejuvenated New Labour Party won a convincing victory under Tony Blair. 




Conservatives in the wilderness (1997-2005)

After John Major, the Conservatives had three leaders in 8 years. William Hague, Iain Duncan-Smith and Michael Howard all took the party further to the right and, like Labour in the 1980s, the Conservatives began to alienate ‘middle England’ voters. 


The David Cameron era (2005+)
[image: http://newsimg.bbc.co.uk/media/images/44046000/gif/_44046181_tory_logo203.gif]
David Cameron has led the Conservative Party since 2005 and aside from a fresh, new image and new logo, he has tried to modernise the Conservative Party, in some ways distancing himself from the Thatcher past. 

Watch the video of ‘Dave the chameleon’ from the 2010 general election campaign. 


David Cameron’s Conservatives & the Coalition Government

David Cameron was virtually unknown outside Westminster when he was elected Tory leader in December 2005 at the age of 39 The Old Etonian dazzled that year's party conference with his youthful dynamism and charisma, reportedly telling journalists he was the "heir to Blair". He sought to plant the Conservative flag firmly in the centre ground of British politics, but his assault on traditional Tory touchstones, such as grammar schools, also brought him into conflict with the party's grassroots. Of course the ideas and policies of the Conservative Party since May 2010 have to be understood in the light of the coalition agreement with the Liberal Democrats. Although the parties had separate and rival manifestos in 2010, within weeks a joint programme for government had been negotiated. This means that, to the extent to which the coalition speaks with one voice rather than two, it has become difficult to identify where Conservative policies start and Liberal Democrat policies finish. 
	
Party

	
% of Vote
	
No. of Seats & % of Seats

	
Conservatives

	
36.1%
	
307  (47%)

	
Labour

	
29%
	
258  (40%)

	
Lib Dems

	
23%
	
57     (9%)





May’s Conservative Government
[image: Image result for theresa may prime minister]The Conservatives won in 2015, achieving a majority that very few predicted before the election. With the vast majority of polling suggesting a hung parliament, a Conservative majority came as a shock on May 7th.
In the run up to the election the Conservatives focussed on the economy. Emphasising the unreliability of Labour, as well as their own success with the management of the economy. Their manifesto focussed on cutting the deficit and keeping austerity going. 
Cameron had made a promise to hold a referendum on membership of the EU one of the cornerstones of his campaign for re-election. Having one he was faced with the complication of having to follow through with this. As Cameron campaigned to stay in the EU, he felt that he could not stay on as Conservative party leader (and Prime Minister) as the UK went through the process of leaving the EU. 
After the following Conservative party leader conference, Theresa May became Prime Minister. Initially saying that she would not call an election until 2020, as stated in the fixed term parliament act, she realised she would struggle to successfully negotiate Brexit without a stronger majority, as a result, she called an election. The following election campaign was a surprising one, for many reasons (you look more at this in the voting behaviour topic), but May came out of it with a reduction in seats. In order to continue as PM, she had to make a deal with the DUP. 
As a result of this, combined with the disastrous electoral campaign, the 2017 Queen’s speech dropped a lot of the manifesto promises the Conservatives had made. 
Read the below article, from the New Statesman. 
7 Tory manifesto pledges quietly dropped in the Queen's Speech

1.    Grammar schools
[image: Queen's Speech]Even in the depths of the post-Brexit Labour civil war, there was one thing all MPs could unite upon – their opposition to Theresa May’s plan to bring back grammar schools. Her decision to embrace a policy derided by most educational experts was said to have precipitated former prime minister David Cameron’s decision to quit as an MP. 
May pushed ahead, and her education secretary Justine Greening revealed plans to expand selective schools and faith schools. In the Queen’s Speech, though, the government’s aim was only to ensure that “every child has the opportunity to attend a good school”.
2. Scrapping universal free school meals
The Tory manifesto pledged to replace universal free school meals for the youngest primary pupils with free school breakfasts. It was a money-saving measure, but one that could have given the government room to tweak the controversial schools funding formula. 
Unsurprisingly, taking food away from kids did not go down well with the electorate (of the key manifesto pledges YouGov surveyed people about, it was the least popular). A government source admitted: “It’s just not doable with the parliamentary arithmetic.”
3.    Scrapping the winter fuel allowance
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell (65) took up the case of pensioners during the election campaign, and in particular the threat to the winter fuel payments all of them receive. He argued that a means-tested benefit would discourage needy oldies from applying. 
A lot of older voters still plumped for the Tories, but perhaps May feels their support is fickle enough not to tamper with their cosy nights by the fire. There was no mention of it in the speech read out by Elizabeth II (91). 
4.    Immigration targets
Former home secretary May has sometimes appeared to be the only Tory who fully backs the idea of a net migration target, against economic logic and demographic need. 
At the Tory party conference in 2016, talk was of asking companies to list foreign workers, and a “crackdown” on international students – despite the contribution both make to the economy. 
Meanwhile, one Tory minister after another was forced to admit that, actually, the sector they represented might need immigrants.  
So the fact the Queen’s Speech only made a passing reference to a “new national policy on immigration” suggests the dissidents in the party have finally pounced.
5. The energy price cap
Suspicions that May was moving her party to the left economically were confirmed when she swiped Ed Miliband’s idea of an energy price cap. 
It seems the lights have gone out on this policy, though. The Queen’s Speech only pledged to “tackle unfair practices in the energy market to help reduce energy bills”. 
6.    The dementia tax
May’s planned social care reforms were in jeopardy from the moment the term “dementia tax” was coined. The plan was to make the most of the housing wealth which is concentrated in the hands of older Britons.
With a few tweaks, it could have become an inheritance tax which took some of the burden off the generation of property-less workers. But tying it to an individual’s social care turned it into a lottery. You’ve got dementia! By the way, you’ll have to sell your house!
The Queen’s Speech kicked something this radical into the long grass. Instead, the government “will work to improve social care and will bring forward proposals for consultation”.
7.    Triple-lock
[image: Image result for triple lock pension]Promising pensioners (AKA those most likely to vote Tory) the bung of pensions increasing by at least 2.5 per cent a year had worked well for May’s predecessors. It was also one of the policies most railed against by economists and wonks who saw no reason why the young, on stagnant wages, should have to subsidise baby boomers.
May proposed a double-lock instead. But in the Queen’s Speech, neither of these got a mention. So what’s coming? Well, there was one party that made its opposition to scrapping the triple-lock adamantly clear – May's potential allies, the Democratic Unionist Party. 
List below the reasons why May dropped these policies:










Conservative party conference 2017. 
In light of these changes to Conservative policy in the Queen’s speech, the actual plans and policies of Theresa May are now less clear. This makes the 2017 Conservative party conference, taking place in Manchester in October, a key one. 

Research the policies announced at the Conservative party conference. Use your research to complete the below table:
	Policy title and detail of policy
	Is the policy more Thatcherite or One Nation conservative?
	Why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


[image: Image result for one nation conservatism]Where would you place May on a sliding scale between One Nation conservatism and Thatcherism? Explain why. 

[image: Image result for thatcherism]One nation conservatism							Thatcherism
























The Labour Party
[image: Image result for the labour party]
Some history: The Labour Party was founded in the early 20th Century, in order to secure representation for the workers of Britain. It was not until 1945 did the Labour Party get its first real working majority in the House of Commons. The Clement Attlee governments of 1945-1950, 1950-1951 were the first taste of what a Labour government may do. 

Watch the video ‘The BBC's brief history of the Labour Party.’   https://youtu.be/F_mAGXIWb9Q and answer the following questions:

1. When did the trade unions band together to form the Labour party? 


2. When did Labour win its first outright majority in the Commons? 



3. Who came to power in 1964?


4. What was Foot’s manifesto otherwise known as? 


5. What were some of the policies Blair abandoned upon coming in to power? 




6. Who took over from Gordon Brown as leader of the Labour party? 


Essentially the post-war Labour Party from 1945-1970s was a party based on the idea of Social Democracy.


Unlike those fundamental socialists who were set on abolishing capitalism, social democrats were about ‘humanizing capitalism’ 

What do you think we mean by ‘humanizing capitalism’?
The overriding principle for the Labour Party in the post-war era was social justice.

The Labour party in this period is now known as ‘Old Labour’. They had success during the 1950s, 60s and 70s, with the Conservative party adopting a lot of their key policies. However, with the change to the Conservative party stance engineered by Thatcher, the Labour party had 18 years out of office (1979-1997). 
New Labour under Blair (1994-2007)

With the arrival of Blair and a commitment to modernizing the Labour Party, the party changed its name and rebranded itself as ‘New Labour’ (sometimes known as Blairism). This was coupled with some significant modernisations and policy changes. One very important change was to the Labour Party’s constitution – The Clause IV moment. 

	
The text of the ‘old’ Clause IV
“To secure for the workers by hand or by brain the full fruits of their industry and the most equitable distribution thereof that may be possible upon the basis of the common ownership of the means of production, distribution and exchange, and the best obtainable system of popular administration and control of each industry or service”

The text of the ‘new’ Clause IV
“The Labour Party is a democratic socialist party. It believes that by the strength of our common endeavour we achieve more than we achieve alone, so as to create for each of us the means to realise our true potential and for all of us a community in which power, wealth and opportunity are in the hands of the many, not the few. Where the rights we enjoy reflect the duties we owe. And where we live together, freely, in a spirit of solidarity, tolerance and respect”.
What are the differences? How might this reflect the differences between ‘Old’ and ‘New’ Labour



[image: Image result for old labour]New Labour vs Old Labour ideology. 
Old Labour
Values: 
· Equality

 
· Class conflict


· Equality of opportunity 

 
· Collectivism and common ownership 


· Trade unionism 


· Statism and welfare system 
Policies:
· Welfare state

· Trade union power

· Nationalisation 

· Taxation 

· Education 

· Anti-discrimination 
[image: Image result for new labour]New Labour
Values: 
· Rejection of class conflict

 
· Role of capitalism 


· An ‘enabling’ state

 
· Acceptance of individualism and communitarianism over collectivism 


· Equality of opportunity 


· Political and constitutional reform
Policies:
· Did not increase TU powers, or bring back nationalisation 

· Substantial increase in spending on the NHS and education

· Reduced corporation tax

· Constitutional reform

· Emphasis on reduction in poverty

· ‘Welfare to work’ 
[image: Image result for jeremy corbyn]Jeremy Corbyn 
Jeremy Corbyn’s time as Prime Minister has been full of surprises. It was a surprise he was initially elected by the Labour party members. It was a surprise he managed to stay leader for as long as he did. It was then a surprise how well he did in the 2017 election.
Prior to becoming Labour party leader, Corbyn held the title for the most rebellious MP during the New Labour period of 1997-2010. A fundamentally Old Labour politician, upon election as leader, he started to bring many of these policies back in from the cold. Whilst he has been slightly mitigated in some areas, by the party as a whole, the Labour party is far to the left of where it once was. 
Labour manifesto for General Election 2017: Key points, policies and summary (Telegraph, June 2017)
Taxation
· Hitting 1.2m people earning over £80,000 with rises in income tax.
· Bringing the threshold for the 45p rate of income tax down from £150,000 to £80,000.
· A new 50p tax will hit all those earning over £123,000.
· Raising £19.4billion by raising corporation tax 26 per cent - a rise of more than a third.
Immigration
· No commitment to reduce numbers. 
· Labour "believes in fair rules and reasonable management of migration" and will not resort to "bogus" immigration targets.

Brexit
· Labour "accepts the referendum result" and intends to build a close new relationship with Europe "not as members but as partners".
· Retain benefits of single market and customs union.
· Immediately guarantee existing rights of EU nationals living in Britain and secure reciprocal rights for UK citizens living in another EU country.
Rail
· Railways brought back into public ownership as franchises expire.
· Under public ownership fares will be capped and free WiFi introduced across the network.
· HS2 will be completed and will link with a "Crossrail of the North".
Energy
· Energy market partially brought back into public ownership.
· Creation of at least one publicly owned energy company in every region of the UK.
· Central government control of the grid and distribution.
· Cap average household dual fuel bills at £1,000 a year.
Higher education
· Tuition fees abolished and maintenance grants reintroduced for university students.
Health
· More than £30billion of extra funding for the NHS through increased income tax for top 5 per cent earners, increased tax on private medical insurance and halving management consultants' fees.
· Pay cap scrapped.
· EU NHS workers' rights immediately protected.
· NHS Sustainability and Transformation Plans halted.
Workers' rights
· Creation of a Ministry of Labour to deliver investment in enforcing workers' rights.
· Repeal Trade Union Act and introduce "sectoral collective bargaining" through unions.
· Zero hours contracts outlawed.
· Unpaid internships banned.
· Employers stopped from only recruiting from overseas.
· Bring minimum wage in line with living wage - at least £10 by 2020.
· Rights for all workers to have access to trade union.
· Paternity leave doubled to four weeks and paternity pay increased.
· Protections for women on maternity leave strengthened.
· Four new public holidays to mark patron saints' days.
· Public inquiry into blacklisting.
Executive pay
· A 20:1 limit on gap between the lowest and highest paid workers in companies given Government contracts.
· Reduce pay inequality through legislation by introducing an "excessive pay levy" on companies with high numbers of staff on high pay.
Pensioners
· "Triple lock" guaranteed throughout next parliament or kept to at least 2.5 per cent.
· Winter fuel allowance and free bus passes kept as universal benefits.
Housing
· Invest to build one million new homes, including 100,000 council and housing association homes by the end of next parliament.
· Rent rises capped to inflation and legal minimum standards in properties for rent.
Welfare
· Scrap bedroom tax and reinstate housing benefit for under-21s.
· Review cuts to Universal Credit and limits on payments to first two children of families.
Democracy
· Lower voting age to 16.
Defence
· Support the renewal of Trident.
· Keep defence spending as 2% of GDP.
Task: Consider the different policies Corbyn has, described in the above Telegraph article. Try to place them in the following Venn diagram.










The Liberal Democrats 
[image: Image result for liberal democrats]The Liberal party used to be one of the two main parties of the UK, alongside the Tory party. The rise of Labour resulted in them largely being replaced a party of power. During the end of the 20th and beginning of the 21st centuries, the party managed to take advantage of splits in the Labour party to steadily increase its share of the vote. This culminated in the 2010 general election, where it entered in to a coalition with the Conservative party. 
Watch ‘Look how far we’ve come’ on Youtube. https://youtu.be/yUznjEwzO_s      
The Liberal Democrats are seen as the most centrist of UK political parties. Use the textbook to take notes on their core values below (p.68-69):
·  

·  

·  

·  

·  

·  

· 

Due to their election chances, the Lib Dems have often put forward policies that represent a more substantial re-working of the political landscape than their two rivals. Proposals such as changing the electoral system and introducing a codified constitution have been included in Lib Dem manifestos.  
Take notes from the textbook under the following headings. For each policy area, consider whether it is more like the Labour or Conservative stance, and why (p.69-71):



Economy
Lab or Con? Why?




Law and order Lab or Con? Why?





Welfare Lab or Con? Why?





Foreign policyLab or Con? Why?





Constitutional reformLab or Con? Why?





EnvironmentalismLab or Con? Why?





Social justice Lab or Con? Why?





[image: Image result for tim farron nick clegg]Would you describe the Lib Dems as closer to Labour or the Conservatives in their policies? 


Factions and differences within parties
Define faction (p.61)





	Conservative factions
	Labour factions
	Lib Dem factions 

	Cornerstone
	Momentum
	Orange Book liberals

	Conservative Way Forward
	Blairism
	Social liberals 

	Tory Reform Group
	Blue Labour 
	




Minor parties and rise of multi-party system 
	Party
	Main policies
	Political position (left-wing, centre or right-wing)

	UKIP
	
	

	Green party
	
	

	SNP
	
	

	Plaid Cymru 
	
	


[image: http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/01612/220_parties_1612949f.gif]





Use your own knowledge of recent political events. Consider how these different parties have impacted on British politics:
·  



·  



·  



·  

Can you think of arguments against this? In what ways have multi parties have little significant impact:
· 



·  



·  



·  


Task: Prepare a group essay on the question: ‘Small political parties are having an increasingly important impact on UK politics.’ How far do you agree? 




Party funding
[image: Image result for party funding]The position on party funding in the UK is a complex one. British parties have multiple sources of finance. These include:
· Collecting membership subscriptions from members
· Receiving donations from supporters 
· Raising loans from wealthy individuals or banks 
· Self-finance of candidates for office
· Holding fundraising events 
· Up to £2 million per party available in grants from the Electoral Commission
Which of the above do you think are valid methods for a party to raise funds via? 


There has been an increasing emphasis on funding needing to have greater regulation in the UK. This was seen by the Political parties, Elections and Referendums Act (2000). This:
· Meant that people not on the UK electoral roll could no longer make donations (reducing foreign influence).
· Placed limits on how much could be spent during elections
· Stated that any donations over £500 had to be declared
· Whilst donations over £7,500 would be placed on an electoral register.
Consider the implications of the following donations. For each one consider:
· Why might these organisations donate this amount of money? 
· What might they be hoping to achieve?
· Why might it be controversial?
Unite Union 
£1,769,000 to Labour
 [image: ]
Northern and Shell Media Group 
£1,000,000 to UKIP
 [image: ]






Countrywide Developments Ltd
£233,000 to Conservatives 
 [image: ]
Lycamobile Ltd 
£569,000 to Conservatives 
 [image: ]







What are the big issues behind allowing donations like this?


What might be an alternative system? 



[image: ]



An alternative – state funding? 
The idea of somehow replace private donations with state funding has received political support in the past. Both Labour and Lib Dems have entertained the idea, though it never became official party policy. Weigh up the arguments below – consider which you think to be the stronger. 
	For state funding
	Against state funding
	Which argument do you consider strongest? 

	It will end opportunities for corrupt use of donations 
	Taxpayers may object to their money being used in this way
	

	Could help end potential of ‘hidden’ influences over parties 
	Potential complications over how best to distribute funding
	

	Will give smaller parties a boost to their electoral chances
	Parties may lose their independence as a result
	

	It would help improve democracy by creating wider participation in democracy
	Could increase state regulation of parties, which isn’t necessarily a good thing 
	



Overall, should we bring in state funding? Write your judgement below – remember to justify your argument. 









Consensus and Adversarial politics

Define Consensus Politics, p. 75





[image: Description: http://lbc.co.uk/mm/image/19345.jpg]When in British political history have we seen consensus politics in operation? 







The opposite of consensus politics is adversary politics.

Define Adversary Politics, p. 76





When in British political history have we seen adversary politics in operation?
 
[image: ]

Historically, due to Britain’s two-party system it is said that we have an adversarial style of politics.  This is not the same as adversary politics!



A new adversary?

Jeremy Corbyn’s election as leader of the Labour party could be seen to be a return to adversary politics. There is now a clear, ideological divide developing between the two major parties, in a way that hasn’t been seen in the past. This suggests that there is a return to adversary politics, as there is now two clear different views on how the UK is being run. 


Do you think we are returning to a new period of adversary politics?



The impact of the electoral system on political parties
[image: ][image: ]We will cover this in greater detail when we look at electoral systems later in the course. The UK uses the ‘First Past the Post’ (FPTP) electoral system. This is renowned for producing two party government, as it does in the USA. Traditionally this was also the case in the UK. However, in recent years, particularly in the 2010 and 2015 elections, there seemed to be a trend away from two party dominance. This was despite the advantages that FPTP gave to the two main parties. 


The two above graphs demonstrate how votes for alternative parties have declined. The decline in votes hasn’t quite been mirrored to the seats, due to the nature of FPTP, but there has been a similar trend in Westminster as well. 




The type of electoral system used can lead to different types of party systems. Use your textbooks to complete the following definitions (p.77)
Dominant party system:

Two party system:

Multi-party system:


Different electoral systems are used in the devolved and local elections, leading to different results. Research the most recent electoral results for each of these different UK elections and classify them as either resulting in a dominant, two party or multi-party system:
	Election
	Dominant, two party or multi-party system (and why – mention parties)

	General elections 
	

	General elections in England only
	

	English local elections
	

	Scottish devolved elections
	

	Welsh devolved elections
	

	Northern Irish devolved elections 
	


Other factors that impact on electoral success
Whilst the electoral system makes it tougher for minor parties to succeed, there are other factors that play a significant role in whether a party succeeds on election night (p.81-83):
· Leadership
· Party unity
· The media
You need to prepare an argument for which factor is most important in determining if a party is successful in elections. Consider some of the recent elections when making your argument. 


Vocabulary 
	Vocab
	Definition 

	Aggregation of policies
	

	Cash for honours
	

	Classical liberals
	

	Consensus 
	

	Dependency culture
	

	Left wing
	

	Liberal democracy 
	

	Libertarianism
	

	Mandate
	

	Modern liberals
	

	Neo-liberalism
	

	New Labour
	

	New Right
	

	Old Labour
	

	One Nation
	

	Party faction
	

	Party manifesto
	

	Party system
	

	Party systems
	

	Policy
	

	Populism
	

	Right wing
	

	Short money
	

	Social democracy
	

	Third Way
	

	Two-party system
	






One Nation conservatism 


Human nature


Order


Tradition


'One nation'


Pragmatism



















New Labour policies












Policies similar to Tories












Left wing policies
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Table 2.9 Two-party dominance in the UK, 1979-2015

Conservative % of seats won by

Election year seats Labour seats Third party seats two main parties
1979 339 269 11 95.8
1983 397 209 23 93.3
1987 376 229 22 93.0
1992 336 271 20 932
1997 165 418 46 88.4
2001 166 413 52 87.8
2005 198 356 62 85.6
2010 307 258 57 86.9
2015 331 232 56 86.7

However, the decline in domination in terms of seats was still modest. The third
party made lictle impact. But when we look beyond seats and review the proportion
of votes won in general ¢
Figure 2.2 demonstrates this decline in two-party dominance over the same period.

tions by the two parties, we have a different picture.
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of votes won in general elections by the two parties, we have a different picture.
demonstrates this decline in two-party dominance over the same period.
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Figure 2.2 The decline in two-party dominance, 1979-2015

That other parties have been unable to convert their increasing proportion of votes
won into significant numbers of seats is almost wholly due to the electoral system,
which discriminates against them. It is therefore accurate to say that the UK remains
a two-party system in terms of seats but is a multi-party system in terms of vofes
The impact of the FPTP system is discussed in detail in
Chapter 3
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| The Conservative Party today

Although we think of the Conservative Party as a united body, it is, in fact, seriously
internally divided. For example, there has long been a wing of the party known as the
‘eurosceptics’. They have consistently caused trouble for the leadership. Even when the
UK voted to leave the EU, they exerted pressure on the cabinet to withdraw from the
European single market and to curb immigration.

There are also many conservatives who look back favourably to the age of Margaret
Thatcher in the 1980s when strong controls over unions were introduced, but regulation
of industry was relaxed. Thatcherism, also known as the ‘New Right’, has been
abandoned, say such conservatives, in favour of progressive liberal ideas. They wish to
see a return to those policies. In addition, of course there are some members of the party
who are moderate, centre ground politicians and who have remained loyal to the
leadership of David Cameron and Theresa May.

The real question is, however, not whether there are minority views within the party, but

how much they have affected policy making in the party.
A\

4 ‘Small political parties are having an increasingly important impact on
UK politics.” How far do you agree? (30)
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